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GREECE AND IK ASIA. 



CHAP. XLIV. 

Solitary walk rf Antenor. 

I AROSE atday-break^ and eroding the lawn 
before the houfe^ rambled among the woods 
and variegated hills of our worthy hoft's do- 
main. I admired the elegance of his tafte^ the 
rich cultivation of his lands^ and the limpid 
tranfparency of the ftream, winding its filent 
courfe amidft the fmiling luxuriance of this 
calm^ this fafcinating retreat. Having thus 
ftrayed to a confiderable diftance^ I afcended a 
fteep hill J the centre of which was occupied by 
a fingle tree of vaft extent and crowded foliage^ 
beneath whofe friendly (hade I feated myfclfj 
and enjoyed the furrounding profpeA s viewing, 
VOL. II. B in 
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in rapid fuccefllon, the diftant meadows^ the 
cxtcnfive pafturcs, the rich vineyards, the oxen 
yoked together and plowing the fertile lands, 
the innumerable flocks that were grating, and 
the fmooth tranfparent furface of a lake thac 
bounded the eftate of Bion. I furveyed its 
winding verdant banks, and watched, with 
eager attention, the fturdy hind, who, tnfen- 
fible to the burning heat of the fun, and fcarcely^ 
fufceptible of fatigue, was guiding the lagging 
plow. A fweet reverie now rapt my foul 
as it were from the earth, ^d bore me to the 
fphercs above. I feemed to breathe a pure em- 
pyreal air ; and, forgetting my earthly exiftence, 
my thoughts darted at once into- the prefence of 
the Deity, whofc uncreated power I beheld ar- 
ranging and giving form to matter co-eternal 
with himfelf, but as yet deftitute of (hape or or- 
der. I few a ray of his Divinity animate the 
mafs, and it began to think, to have fublime 
ideas and feniations, to be agitated with define, 
and fct in motion by volition. This divine ray 
united with a quantity of matter to form an indi- 
vidual of momentary exiftence : but the fleeting 
jfbrm was foon diflbived *, the foul returned co 
die bofom of the Creator ; the identity was 
gone ; the confcioufnefs, the felf had ceafed, 
and nothing remained but brute inanimate duft. 

" Whence^ 



tM OkEECE AND ASIA* J 

^Whence, then, O man ! thou whom ao undif* 
tinguiihable point feparates from annihilation! 
i/7hencc thy fweiling pride ?" Thcfc rcfleftions, 
like lowering clouds rolling through the at^^ 
mofphere, threw a melancholy gloom over my 
ibul) till happily the remembrance of my La(^ 
thenia led me into a ftill more blifsful and rap« 
turous reverie ; and all the teftderncfi of my 
forrowing paflion foothed me with the luxury of 
a grief more fweet, more congenial to my heart, 
than even the lively ebullitions of invigorating 
joy, I fancied myfelf walking with her on the 
banks of the IlyfTus or the Cephifus, and remem- 
bered the happy, happy day, when love crowned 
me with fuccefs, and inebriated my foul with 
tranfport in the temple of Flora^ I then tranf- 
ferred my thoughts to the fatal moment of our 
fcparation, and tenderly reiterated our laft adieus, 
while bitter tears ftole down my languid cheeks. 
I was awakened from this ecftatic reverie by a 
flave, who appriled me that my friends were 
waiting for me, and were ready to breakfaft. It 
was a frugal repaft, fuited to the fimplicity 
of a paftoral life, and confifting of milk, 
,honey, and various fruits. When it was con- 
cluded, Bion propofed that we fhould go upon 
the lake, and take the amufement of fifliing. 
Lacidas objcfting that the day was too fultry, 

B 2 Bion 
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Bion facctioufly replied, " Well, you have only 
to conceive that it is the mere femblance of 
hcati for you fceptics,*' faid he, " arc perfect 
mafters of your imaginations. Befides, I can 
promife you a weft wind, whofe refrefhing breeze 
will tamper the noon-day heat. You know the 
Zephyrs are always at the command of us poets, 
to whom they owe fo much of their celebrity,*' 
And fo, indeed, did the faft appear; for the weft 
wind blew during our excurfion, and we had the 
additional luxury of a purple tent, which covered 
our boat, and (hielded us from the fun's too 
fcorching heat. 






IN GREECB AND ASIA, 



CHAP. XLV. 

Excurfton upon the lake.-^FiJhing.^Conver/ation 

in the boat. 

^T7£ began our expedition by walking round 
^^ a part of the lake, to take a view of its 
numerous and variegated beauties. We con- 
templated, with pleafure, the fmilmg banksi^ 
whofe luxuriant verdure was (haded by popIars^ 
willows, and innumerable fhrubs. ^' This thick 
and ornamental plantation,'' faid Bion, ^* is en* 
tircly the work of my own hands. Thefe trees 
I brought hither forty years ago 9 for I was ever 
fond of rural fcenery, and the fweet and foothing 
tranquillity of retirement. I had no fooner made 
sny purch^fe than I came to inhabit my new 
ihanfion, to embellifli the fcene of my future en- 
joyments, and to pafs (he greater part of my 
days in elegant retirement, amidft the fafcinating 
converfe of the Mufes. I therefore haftened to 
execute the phn I had formed, and employing mjr 
time in planting and building, altered every 
thing, and worked myfelf with the moft unre- 
mitting ardor: though neither my head nor 

J13 my 
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my heart were yet fufficiently matured to fupport 
the unintcrcfting void of abfolute retirement; to 
enjoy which we muft poffefs the philofophy of 
the mind, which is far more difficult to attain 
than that of the fchools, and which alone can en- 
able us to live in folitude. Thus did reftlcfs am* 
bition and the love of plcafure banifti me too 
frequently from my home. Sometimes, it is true, 
I came hither to colleft my fcattered thoughts, 
and to repofe from the hurry of the town, but 
my ftay was always ihort -, for I had not fufficienc 
ftrength of mind to burft the chains of cuftom, 
or deny myfelf the plcafures of variety. At 
length, after eight-and-thirty years of continual 
hurry and agitation, I have renounced my er- 
rors, and learned to enjoy, with heartfelt fatif? 
iafitioo,, the friendly ftiadcs of my woods^ and 
tke fweet unfolicitous repofe of a ruftic life. 
Thus, incredible as it may appear, I have 
found ^tbat thic happieft psra of my life is that 
4t which 1 am uqw arrived, though feventy 
yeajrs of age* . Such, indeed, is the genera) 
caieer of man* .In the fping of ^ our ex- 
iftenc^ too cuany contending paflloas a^tate the. 
AhiIx ^ tOQ m^nj wants iwround us, tp^aclmit 
of our tufting: the trqe.p|f)^ymenc of happinefi^ 
Our paOIonsi pcfbdj^Sy are thw more vivid, and 
Ql^ fenfibility more ^ivc to the thrill of pleafure, 

but 
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but our gratifications are attended or fbllowrd 
with Gorroditig cares, and frequently bjr un- 
availing repentance. A wife and enlightened 
oldman^ who has acquired fonne reputation^ and 
whofe health ahd (Irength, though perhaps 
fomewhat diminilhed, arc by no means deftroycdi 
can create to himfelf thofe tranquil and mode- 
rate pleafures which are fuited to his date ; and 
having refieditd on eVery fubjeS:, and appreci- 
ated the value of every purfuit, the peace and 
fcrenity of his foul are no longer afFe&ed by that 
vanity, thofe prejudices, and thofc ideal plca- 
iures, which torment and deceive the majority 
of mankind. You will perhaps anfwer, that an 
old man is nearer to the ck>fe of his exin:enc<^> 
and that the profpe6t of approaching dtflblutioh 
iliurt throw a gloom even over his pleafures : 
but to this reafoning I will reply by quoting an 
anecdote of one of the wife men of Greece. Re- 
turning from An expedition Ml of health ^tiA 
vigor, and being already within a few ftadia of 
his home, he recoUcfted an article he had 
omitted in his will. He immediately got otE 
his horfe, and wrote hi» further intentions and 
wi(hes upon a tablet *> fearing death might 

overtake 

* ITheGreeks wrote opon very thin tablets of wood>covered 
with wax. The inilrameot they afed was a needle or ftyle of 

B 4 copper. 
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overtake him before he arrived. Hence I con-» 
elude that the fear of death is nearly equal at aU 
ages, or rather that we ought at all times to ex- 
ped it ; and familiarizing ourfelves with that re-» 
fledtion, contemplate the idea with a calna and 
unruffled mind ; 

Each day's a prefent which the gofis beibw $ 
And fince^ to-day, from heaven new pleafores flow, 
Not lefs to-morrow may their bounty (hare« 
And age and youth alike divide their care. 
To-morrow's no man's. Heaven direds oar doorn^ 
And youth may go before m^ to the tOQib.'' 

While thus converfing> we had advanced to 
the middle of the lake^ which is fix teen ftadia 
in circumference, and about four acrofs, when 
Biop ordered the boatmen to ceafe rowing, and 
faid he would entertain us with a new fight. 
Then requefting Theophania to play upon her 
cithara, we were fuddenly furprifed with the 
fingular and pleafing fight of the fifii aflembling 
round the boat, and frisking and playing to the 
notes of her harmonious inftrument. We all 
compared the power of our beaqtifql fongftrefs 



t^' *m 



copper, iron, or gold, pointed at one end and flat ft the 
other; the latter ferving to efl^ace and correct. They wore 
a cafe appended to their girdle, called graphiariam^ in w^ich 
they carried both the ftyle and the tablets, 

to 
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to the celebrated Arion^ whole melodious founds 
drew innumerable dolphins around bis veflel; 
but at the fame time requefted (be would not 
imitate him^ by throwing herfelf into the lake^ 
as we faw no fifli large enough to carry her on 
ihore, Theophania would by no means fuffcr 
the net to be cad at this time^ for (he faid it 
would be an a^ of cowardice and treachery thus 
to hold out a kind of feaft to the fi(h> and draw 
them by the atcra6lions of pleafure^ merely that 
we might the next moment inhumanly deftroy 
them. Thus we continued our navigation ; and 
at length approaching a fmall idand^ Bion ex* 

claimed^ « Here it is ! This is the I (land of 

^ 

Friend(hip, That large circular hut/' conti« 
nued he^ '^ which appears fo low^ and is co- 
vered with thatchj will to-day be our banquet- 
ing-room. You m^y^ perhaps, think it a litde 
too ruftic, but I ought from time to time to be 
reminded that I am but a fimple fliepherd/' 

We now rtqucftcd this poet-philofopher to 
recite fome of his Idyls^ thus enhancing the 
pleafures of our excurfion by the intelleflual feaft 
of hearing his elegant and charming productions. 
^^ I Ihall the more eafily fatisfy your cxpefta- 
dons," faid he, ". as it is not entirely my own 
work you will hear, but the production of 
4n?crcon and Theocritus combined togecher. 

They 
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They have both fallen into the fame idest of 
Cupid fiung by a bee \ And as both thefe pocti 
hate fome very happy turns peculiar to each, and 
which arc wanting in the other, I have amufed 
myfclf with combining them together. In the 
meanwhile we will paddle on without noife, a$ 
lightly as the conch of the lovely Amphitrite> 
when (he plows, in beauteous majcfty, the fur* 

fece of her watery empire. 

ft 

As Cupid, once, the (liefl rogue alive. 
Was dealing fragrant honey frjm the hiv6, 
A little bee, inflam'd vvith r^g&and grief, 
Piefc*d, with his fling, the finger of the thief. 
He blew the tortur'd hand, he ftampM the ground* 
He ran and to his mother ihow'd the wound. 

Then he thos began to 'plain : 

<« Oh I undone ! X die with f dift \ 

iDear mamma, a ferpent fmallj 

Which a bee the plowmen call, 

Imp'd with wings and arm'd with dart^ 

Ob ! has ftung me to the heart/' 

Venus thus replied, and fmil'd, 

<* Dry thofe tears-^for (hame, my child ! 

If a bee can wound fo deep, 

Caufing Cupid thus tp Weep, 

Think, O ihfnk, what cruel paioa 

He that's Aung by thee fuftains I 

For though little, like a bee, 

Mighty wounds are made by thee !" . 

SeeFAW]tBS*8 Aoiic. 

We were fo enchanted with this Idyl, that wc 
t^qucftcd Bion to repeat it j and the boatmen 

lay 
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lay Upon their oars and liftened to it with as 
much attention as ourfelves. When he had 
iinifhed> we faid to him, '< You have given us a 
moft delicious feaft : but thefc fruits are not en- 
tirely the produce of your own gardei?. Wc 
know it bears fome equally delicious, and we 
are extremely greedy of fuch luxurious fare."— • 
" Whatever praife you may bellow on me," an- 
fwcred Bion, ** I know how inferior I am to the 
elegance and fimpKcity of thefe two poets, wha 
Ut the real cfl^ring of Apollo : but to fing my 
own irerlesy after having given you a fample of 
theirs^ will be no proof either of my modefty, 
or tny admiration of their fuperior excellence. 
I will^ however, endeavour to fckft one of my 
beft ibngs^ for it is my duty to entertain my 
goefts to the utmoft of my abilities. 

JDTL. 

Aa late I flvmbering lay, before mv &ght 

Bright Venus rofe in vtfions of tl^ night. 

She led yooag Cupid, as in thought profound. 

His moded eyes were fix'd upon the ground. 

And thus fhe fpoke : «^ To thee, dear IWain» I bring 

My Iftfile fon. , inftroa the boy ta fing." 

No more fhe faid, biiit vaniih'd into air» 

And left the wily pupil to my care. 

I— fure I was an idiot for mypaias— - 

Began to leacb hm dd boeofic Itrai&s ; 

How P«i the pipey how Pallas form'd the iaie^ 

Phqpbus the lyre, and Mercury the late. 

Love, 
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Love* to my leflbns quite regardlefs grown, . 

Sang lighter lays and fonnetsofhis own; 

Th' amoars of men below« and gods above* 

And all the triumphs of the queen of love. 

I — fure the fimpleft of all (hepherd fwains — 

Full foon forgot my old bucolic drains i 

The lighter lays of love my fancy caught* 

And I remembered all that Cupid taught." Fawkes. 

Wc were all fo much charmed with this Idyl, 
that wc vied with each other in lavifhing our 
thanks and our encomiums. Bion^ who was averfe 
td the incenfe even of juft praife, now ordered 
the nets to be thrown into the water^ and we had 
a plentiful draught* Our fuccefs made us forget 
the filent flight of time, till Bion, more vigilant, 
apprifed us of the latenefs of the hour, and that 
dinner was waiting for us. This information 
gave us much pleafure. He propofed our bath* 
ing on the borders of the lake, where he faid wq 
Ihould find very agreeable retreats, Wc accepts 
cd his invitation, and the boatmen conveyed us 
to the fpot he pointed out. 

Thefe baths were contrived in the little creeks 
and bays formed by the finuofitics of the fhorc. 
The fides and bottom of each were of marble^ 

and a thick canopy of trees and (hrubs afforded 
fo impenetrable a (hade, that even the chafte 
Diana might have ufed them without a blu(h» 
i>r without apprehending the curious eye of 

A6i:scon« 
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AftaBon, Each of us chofe one of thcfc deli- 
cious little reccflcs j and while I rcpofed in the 
midft of the limpid and rcfrcfhing fluid, innu- 
merable birds poured forth their melodious notes 
in concert, to charm my fafcinated fenfes, 

A flave brought me oil and eiicnces, and a 
rpbe of brilliant white, and 1 quitted this fafci- 
nating fpot with regret. Immediately after Bion 
and Lacidas came in the boat to take me in, and 
having fuccelTively received Phanor and Thcd- 
phaniain our way, wcfpecdily arrived at the Iflc 
of Friendfliip. 
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CHAP. XLVL 

De/cripthn of the IJland ef Friendjhip'^of the laH* 
quetting-rooffh-^and of the three ftatues with 
which it was adorned. 

THIS ifland was rude and uncultivated^ and 
we beheld no plants but the wild fponta/- 
neous produdions of unreftrained^ unbidden Na^ 
ture ; no trees but a few pines that grew upon 
the rocks; and no animals but a few goats 
browzing a rare^ and fweet and nourifliing grafs \ 
ducks and geefe were ftrutting along the water's 
edge ; and a hut occupied the middle of the 
ifland, and leaned againfl: a vaft impending rock. 

** I perceive," faid Bion, " that you are not 
much charmed with the beauties of this wild 
fcqucftered fpot : but fome contrails and oppo- 
fitions are neceflary in our pleafures as well 
as in fine paintings, and all the works of ge- 
nius. Remember, this will render my groves 
and gardens more agreeable to you to-morrow : 
but co-day, let us content ourfelves with a frugal 
meal in this fimple and ruftic cottage." I was 
the firft that entered, and Bion and Phanor fol- 
lowed. 



lomed. W« rcimitied a fliort time in obfcurity : 
tnic (ome flarcsj who were concealed in various 
parts, fuddcnly obeying a fignal from their 
mafler, opened foipe (hutters> and we perceived 
we were in a brilliant and magnificent hall, iUa« 
mined by a fbft luxurious light, perfumed with 
delicious odours, and rendered dill more charm^ 
iilg by its refreihing cooL My furprife was (b 
great, that I was fcarcely able to articulate, while 
Bion enjoyed our aftoniihment and admiration* 
At length I laid to him, *^ By what miracle do 
you thus renew the magic fcenes of Baucis and 
Philemon *, and change a miferahle hut into a 
fuperb tcmple^^fbr this, no doubt, is the temple 
of Friendftiip ?"*^'^ What you think a prodigy," 
replied he, '^ is, like all others, performed by 
the limpieft pofilbk means.. Mere (butters, (udn 
denly opened, are all the divine agencies th^t 
have been employed." 

• Thefc poor cottagers received Joptter tnd Mereufy, 
wbea O'aTelliAg over Afia m d)(gaife, and refofedtdmhuiiCQ 
by o^Mrs. Here tbey partook of the beft fare which the 
rafti9 frugality of their hofts afForded ; and Jupiter was fo 
pleafed with' their hofpitality^ that he raetamerphofed their 
dwdHug into, a oiagnifieent temple, of which Baucis and her 
boihand were n»ade prieils. When they died» which, ac« 
cording to their re^neft to Jupiter, happened at the fame 
time, they were changed into ttees before the door^ of the 
temple. T, N. 

9 This 
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This hall was divided in two unequal partes 
The upper compartment, next to the rock, 
was a parallelogram ; and the other, much the 
largeft, a fegment of an ellipfis. Three ftatues 
of alabafter, five feet and a half high, placed 
on pedeftals, adorned the farther fide of the 
fquare divifion, which was fiUed with vafes and 
boxes of flowers, placed upon fteps of va- 
rious heights. A baliuftrade of iron-gilt, breaft* 
high, feparated the two compartments. The 
elliptic divifion was furrounded with columns of 
yellow and green marble alternately, and move* 
able blinds filled the intercolumniations. The 
ceiling was painted from a beautiful defign, repre* 
fenting Theophania, in the charaAer of Aurora^ 
adorned with chaplets of rofes and jafmine, guid- 
ing her chariot through the blufhing air. Her 
countenance fhone with gaiety and pleafure, and^ 
together with her charming complexion, feemed 
to announce the finenefs of the approaching day* 
The Hours, fluttering their wings of purple 
and azure, and bearing bafkets full of flowers> 
which they flrcwed before them, furrounded her 
car> and innumerable birds, of variegated plum- 
age, hovered around her. As they feemed (bmc 
to go before her, and others to follow her ma- 
jeftic courfe, the raviflied fpedator almoft fan- 
cied 
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dcd he heard their fongs of love and joy, and 
participated their ecftatic delight. 

' The table was already covered, and the dinner 
correfponded with the, elegance of this fplendid 
hall. Among the dilhes were placed vcflels of 
chryftal, filled with flowers -, and birds, fhell-filh, 
^nd bther rare fi(h> compofed the firft courfe. 
We had a profufionof wines of Cyprus, of Lef- 
¥os, and of Chios 5 nor could better be tafted at 
the luxurious fcafts of the Satraps, in the volup- 
tuous cities of Ionia, 

After the firft courfe, I afked Bion whom the 
three ftatues before us reprefcntcd : "Alas !** faid 
he, with a deep figh, " they are the fimilitudes of 
three of my moft intimate friends, whom I have 
had the misfortune to lofc. They who live to 
a great age behold every thing perifli around 
Chem, and remain infulated and folitary upon the 
earth I Happily for n^e, my Theophania, like 
the rifing fun, chears and reanimates the Ian- 
guilhing winter of my life. 

*'The ftatue on the right,** continued he, 
*^ which reprcfents a poet with his lyre in one 
hand, and fupporting with the other a youthful 
Love who is playing on it, is Anacreon. That 
voluptuous philofopher was my matter and my 
friend, although twenty years older than myfelf. 
It was he who firft taught me the art of giving 

VOL. II. c to 



1 8 TRAVELS OF AKTENOR 

to the produdbions of the moft laborious 
ftudy the appearance of negligence and eare> 
and of enriching harmonious verfification with 
the beauties of tender fentknent. How happy 
ibould I have been to equal the graceful 
elegance and flowing fweetnefs of his num- 
bers ! His immortal fongs are the children of 
&ncy and pleafure> and breathe the moft fafci- 
nating tendernefs^ combined with the moft at- 
tradtive gaiety. That to the left, holding a 
flute^ and at whofe feet you perceive a lamb» 
is Ibycus the bucolic poet, author of fome very 
charming writings. We formed an intimate 
friendfhip in our early youth, when, reciprocally 
attradled by a coincidence of tafte, we pafTed 
our lives in a total abfence of care, more greedy 
of the enjoyment of pleafure, and more defirous 
of acquiring knowledge, than ambitious to ac««> 
cumulate riches. The ftatue in the centre, 
which reprefents a man fmiling at his own re-* 
fledions, is Apollonides of Cos. Alas ! both 
he and Ibycus experienced a tragical fate, and 
their unhappy end fpread a long and painful 
gloom over my cxiftcnce. Time, however, 
which confoles us for every misfortune, has at 
length worn away the effefts of my grief: but 
the contemplation of their forms, and the re- 
membrance of their virtues, ftill awaken in my 

mind 
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mind the keeneft fenfattons of regret. I will re- 
late to you their hiftory^ for I love to think and 
Ipeak of them. I will begin with Anacreon^ 
whofe eafy death feemed but a gentle pai&ge 
from a waking to a fleeping ftatc» 



c 2 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

Tbe biftory of Anacreon. 

*' TTOu have heard that Anacreon pafled his 
* life between the purfuits of love and 
wine. Fofleiled of two of the principal fources 
of happinefsj a imall fortune and a difinterefted 
dilpofition, he Ipent a confiderable time at 
Samos with that enlightened protestor of the 
arts> Polycrates9 who once made him a preient of 
five talents. Anacreon having never been mafter 
of fo large a fum^ could not fleep for two nights^ 
and thereforCj on the third day, determined to 
xeftore the mpn^y. It is faid that, while his laft 
miftrcfs, Cea, was yet in her cradle, the poet, 
being one day heated with wine, rudely difturbed 
her, and added feme abufive language; on which 
the enraged nurfc uttered an imprecation> wifh- 
ing^ the child might one day be as beautiful as 
Helen, and that Anacreon might be deeply in 
love with her, and more wretched than Mene-p 
laus. Half her prophetic prayer was granted i 
for Anacreon, when eighty years of age, fighed 
for the beautiful Ce^ : but having, by the pecu- 
liar 
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liar favour of Venus, gained her heart, his vows 
were at length fuccefsful. 

*^ Five years ago he peacefully departed from 
the theatre of life in her arms. They were at 
fupper with a few friends, and the Tcian bard 
had fung, with his aged but fonorous voice, his 
favourite fonnet : 

Too fall away our moments fteal. 
Like the (wift chariot's rolling wh^el^ 
The rapid coarfe is quickly done. 
And foon the race of life is run. 
Then* then, alas ! we droop* we die. 
And funk in diiTolution lie ; 
Our frame no fymmetry retains ; 
Nought bu^ a little daft remains. 
Why on the tomb ^re odours fhed ? 
Why pour libations to the dead ? 
To me, far bet|ter while I live. 
Rich wines and balmy fragrance give. 
Now, now the rofy wreath prepare. 
And hither call the lovely fair : 

Now, white I draw the vital breath. 

Ere yet I lead the dance of death ; 

For joy my forrows Pll reiign. 

And drown my cares in rofy wine. FAWfCis* 

^^ Having finiihed his fong, he ate a few 
dried raifinsf^ a kind of food he thought cal-> 
culated to fupport the drooping Unguor of old 
age. Unfortunately one of the grape-ftones 
ftuck in his throatj and choaked him. So eafy 
and fo fudden a deaths after a long life fpent in 

C3 the 
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the perpetual enjoyment of pleafure^ has been 
confidered as a pecutiar favour of the gods^ 
But the tragical end of Ibycus feems to accufe 
them of injuftice and partiality in their diftribution 
of good and evil to mankind/' 
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CHAP. XLVIIL 

J'be Hiftory of Ibycus. 

^€ |Bycus was a native of Rhegiumj a city of 
■* Magna Graecia. Though the Mufes fcem- 
cd to have lent him their own melodious lyre, 
he was one ofthofe beings deftined to be wretch- 
ed, and from whofe grafp happinefs efcapes 
at the very moment when they think its poflcf- 
fion fccure, vanifhing like a dream before our 
waking eyes. He had long been ftruggling 
with misfortune, when he became enamoUred of 
Nereis of Athens, an accompliflied young 
woman, poflcflcd of the moft brilliant en- 
dowments of mind and perfon, and who was 
befides a very rich heirefs. But though he had 
the happinefs to gain this lady's afFeftions, yet her 
father, like another Midas, infenfible to every 
thing but gold, would not either liften to the 
poetry of the fuitor, or yield to the prayers, the 
tears, the declining health, or the fettled gloom 
that preyed upon his daughter's rtiind. He 
Ihqt her up in her gynasceum *, and infilled on 

* The gynaeceum was the apartment of the women, 
which was placed in the remoteft part of the houfe. 

4 her 
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her marrying the rich Euphorion, who was 
Polemarch of Athens. Though Nereis at 
length pretended to accept this propofal, that 
Ihe might fometimes fee her lover, and enjoy 
more liberty, yet (he always found fomc cxcufc 
to evade the fpcedy celebfation of the projefted 
nuptials. Sometimes fhe had fccn a weafcl in 
her path, and had forgotten to throw three ftones 
at it before (he pafled on j fometimes a man had 
fneezed on her left or in the afternoon, or pror 
nounccd unlucky words; fometimes her little 
finger was numbed or fhe had a ringing in her 
left ear. Once (he had met a corpfe, and al- 
though (he had immediately fpit three times in- 
to her bofom, yet (he was not the lefs alarmed 
at fo inaufpicious an incident. Another time 
fhe had had a bad dream , again (he had offered a 
facrifice to Juno, and the priefts had declared 
the entrails livid and corrupted. Her father, 
although, like moft Athenians, fomewhat fu- 
perftitious*, grew very impatient at (b many 
finifter prefages, and fignified to bis daughter that 
flie muft marry Euphorion within the fpace of 
a decade. This threw the two lovers into de- 

* The common people of Athens were very fuperftitlousj 
and believed in all kinds of prefages, prodigies, forcery*and 
divination, and confulted oracles on tiie mofl trifling occa* 
fions. 

(pair. 
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fpzir. Fortunately, however, for their paflion, a 
violent paroxyfm of rage at a flave who had 
broken a valuable vafe, removed this wretched 
mifcr from the world, and from the enjoyment 
of his immenfe treafurcs. Ibycus now thought 
himfclf the happieft of men; his profpeft 
brightened up, and he was fpccdily to be united 
to his miftrefs, and to poITefs her fplendid fortune. 

*^ A few days, however, before the appointed 
nuptials, (he required him to go to Oropus to 
confult Amphiaraus, the God of Dreams, on 
their intended marriage, and to be cured of a 
diforder in his eyes. The temple of that god is 
fituated twelve ftadia from Oropus, on the very 
fpot where, as he was flying from Thebes, the 
^arth is faid to have opened and fwallowed him 
up in his chariot. Near the temple is a foun- 
tain called alfo by his name, the water of which 
is neither ufcd for facrifices nor luftrations, nor 

is it permitted even to wafli the hands in it, or 

• 

employ it for any purpofe but the cure of dif- 
ordcrs. Ibycus bathed his eyes in this water, 
and threw in fomc money as is cuftomary in fuch 
cafes. He then entered the temple, and having 
purified himfelf, facrificed a ram, whofc fkin he 
extended on the ground, and laid himfelf down 
on it to flecp in expectation of a dream. Un- 
fortunately the priefts interpreted his vifion 

un- 
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unfavourably, but he treated their threats with 
contempt, and fet off for Athens. 

** As he was travelling, according to hiS 
cuftom alone and on foot, and compofing as he 
went along the epithalamium for his nuptials, 
his poetical enthuflafm took fo entire poffeffioa 
of his mind, that forgetting his road, he loft his 
way, and wandered all day among the fields, 
fcarcely confcious of any thing but the delicious 
intoxications of poetry and of love. At fun-fet 
he perceived his error, and ftaring wildly around 
him, like a qian waking from a profound fleep, 
or recovering from a fwoon, began to re- 
fled: on what he , was doing, whither he was 
going, and where he was. Perceiving a herdf- 
man at a little diftance, he haftened towards him, 
and enquired the road to the city. * You arc 
yet,* faid he, * a good way from it -, but if you 
pleafe, I will (hew you the road.* Ibycus ac- 
cepted the offer, and promifed him a reward. 
His guide now condudtcd him acrofs the moun- 
tains, till the fliades of night overtaking them, 
they proceeded entirely by twilight. * Well !* 
faid Ibycus, * do we approach the end of our 
journey r* — * Yes,' faid his guide, we are already 
very near the town ; but I fee two men who 
give me fome uneafinefs. They have a bad 
look.*— * What fignifies their look ?' replied he 5 

* arc 
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' arc we not as many as they ?' — ' Well, * con- 
tinued the ruftic, ^ fincc you arc fo courageous, 
prepare to fight, for I perceive they arc making 
towards us.' My unfortunate friend,*' continued 
Bion, ^' was as courageous as Thefeus, and put- 
ting himfelf in a pofture of defence with hisr 
ftick, waited boldly for his murderers, while his 
guide came behind him, and treacheroufly po-> 
niarded him in the back. Ibycus fuddenly 
turned on him, and with a blow of his ftick 
extended him on the ground. In the mean- 
while the two other villains attacked him with 
fwords* He defended himfelf a confiderabic 
time with wonderful bravery, and even broke 
one of their arms ; but at that very moment the 
other pierced him through the body. The 
brave Ibycus inftantly fell, but before he ex- 
pired, called to witnefs a flight of cranes who 
were palling over his head. Who could imagine 
that this appeal would not have been in vain ! 
But.the puniihment of crimes is a duty which 
the gods ever take care to difcharge. 

** During fix months the ttridcft enquiries were 
made after Ibycus, but in vain. The afiaffins, 
fenced within the myfterious rampart of fecre- 
cy, long eluded the public vengeance, till one 
day in the market-place of Athens, feeing fomc 
cranes in the air, one of them laughed, and faid to 

bis 
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his companions^ * There arc the witncffcs of 
Ibycus/ As his death had been much talked of» 
a girl of fourteen years of age hearing this re- 
mark^ and being ftrucl^ by the evil-minded 
countenances of the three men, ran to inform 
one of the Archons^ and on this flight ground 
the murderers were fcizcd. Their confufion and 
the ambiguity of their replies confirmed the fufpi- 
cions entertained of them^ and they were placed 
in a machine, with five holes for their hands, 
their feet, and their necks ; when being put to 
the torture on a wheel that turned with great ra* 
pidity, they at laft confefled their crimes, and 
were condemned to be thrown into the Bara- 
thronV* 

We all adnured the juftice of the Gods in 
the punifhment of thefe villains. *' But who," 
cried Bion, " can reftore me my dear Ibycus? 
Amiable and elegant poet ! Who now fliall imi- 
tate thee, or render thy pipe fo beautifully melo- 
dious ? What bold adventurous mortal (hall 
even dare to approach it to his lips ! That in- 
ftrument of thy enraptured ftrain ftill remem- 
bers thy animating breath, to which it waa 
wont to yield the mod fafcinating founds !'' 

• A pit, farniftied with fpikes, into which aimiDi^ wert 
caft* The fetters here defcribed were called |&^ol frA^^iyr*u 
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To banifh thefc fad refleftions, we afked him 
the hiftory of Apollonides. " I will relate it," 
faid he," with plcafure; but the finking fun 
fcarcely illumines the borders of the horizon : 
let this cup of wine from Lefbos circulate in 
honour of Comus, and in the mean while our 
cottage will be lighted up/' Immediately fome 
flaves lighted an infinity of lamps, the jealoufies 
were drawn afide, and we found ourfelves fit- 
ting in a periftyle, open on every fide except to- 
wards the rock. Here we enjoyed a fine view 
of the lake, and perceived the gentle rippling of 
its furface by the refreflimg evening breeze, 
which beautifully agitated the refledion of the 
moon from the water. When the flaves were 
retired, Bion related the hifl;ory he had promifed 
/ us of his other departed friend. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

The Hijiory of Apllonides. 

«* T SHALL begin by informing you of the cif- 
cumflances to which our friendfhip owed 
its birth. At the age of five-and-twenty years I 
was detained at Megara by my attachment tO the 
courtezan Nicerata, a woman of wit and talents^ 
tind who had ftudied philofophy in the fchool of 
Plato. At length I was obliged to take a jour- 
ney to Thebes I but fuch was my tendemefs and 
impatience, that a few days feemed an age>and the 
urchin Ton of Venus obliged me to return before 
two decades were expired. I no fooner ar- 
rived, than I flew to throw myfelf into the 
arms of my divinity, who received' me with 
a calm and modefl: air, and when I urged my 
amorous fuit as I was accuftomed, repulfed 
me with a haughty dignity that aftoniihed me« 
I warmly reproached her with her ingratitude; 
but ihe replied, ^ Be calm, and deign to hear 
me. I have loved you becaufe you were de- 
ferving of my love : yes, I have loved you du- 
ring fix months — that was furely a prodigious 
time. But every thing is relative, and cvcnyes and 

5 . n9 
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no occafionally change their meanings. During 
your abfence I have adopted a maxim which I 
learnt from you, and which you have very frc* 
quencly repeated and enforced, that pleafure 
ought to be our onfy oracle. This pracle I have 
confulted, and the anfwer was, that being hap- 
pier with another man I ought to give him the 
preferen9e.* On hearing this, I was furious 
with rage, and upbraided her for her perfidy and 
ingratitude. ' Ah V cried fhe, ' juft fuch are 
our modern philofophers : their theories are ad- 
mirable, but their condu£t unmanly, pufillani- 
mous, and contemptible. 'Tis your felf-lovc, 
not your regard for me^ that has awakened this 
outrageous refentment/— * You,' replied I, 
* certainly cannot be adling from felf-love 5 for, 
like the reft of your fex, you facrificc me, 
doubtlefs, to fome fool undcferving your at- 
tachment/—' In that refpcft,' anfwered fhe, * I 
can eafily juftify myfelf. If you are capable of 
liftening to reafon, and conducting yourfelf with 
tranquillity, I will invite you to fup this evening 
with your rival, and you will then fee whether 
he is worthy of that honour. You are total 
flrangers to each other, for he has only been 
here a few days.*— »' His fucccfs,* faid I, ' has 
been very rapid, he muft be a moft fcducing 
perfonagc !'— * You willjudgcof him,' anfwered 

fhe, 
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Ihc,' when you fee him/— •? What is his name V 
faid I.—* His name/ returned Ihe, * is Apollo- 
-nides : he is from Cos, an ifland whofe excellent 
wines have procured it far lefs celebrity than its 
having given birth to Apelles and Hippocrates, 
He praftifes phyfic with great fuccefs, although 
he is but a year older than yourfelf.' After fome 
more reproaches and remonftrances, I at length 
accepted the invitation, and fupped with Apol- 
lonides, whofe benevolent difpofition naturally 
Tendered him pleafing, and led him to pay feveral 
obliging compliments to my talents and my fame. 
He folicited my fricndfliip with that graceful car- 
neftnefs which outruns refleftion and commands 
the heart. From that day we lived in habits of 
the clofcft friendlhip, and you may perceive by 
his fimilitude whether he was not formed for love 

and friendlhip. 

"ApoUonides had a brilliant imagination^ great 
pcrfpicacity of mind, and that acutenefs of per* 
ception which inftantly feizes the true point of 
view, and forms a principal feature of a flrong 
intelleft. To this he added the moft iinaffcfted 
eafc, both in thought and aftion, and neither 
endeavoured to conceal nor to (how his talents. 
He had a happy memory, was (killed in botiany, 
phy(iology> and medicine, and embelli(hed his 
fuperior fcience by the amenity of his difpofi- 
tion^ 
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tiODj the gaiety of his manners^ and his tafte in 
ihufic and poetry, in which, as in every other 
attradivc . talent, he excelled. Ambitious of 
fame, panting for the enjoyment of pleafure, and 
eager to acquire riches, though merely to lavifli 
them with prodigality on others, he facrificed 
his whole life to the gratification of his paflions. 
He ftudied by day, paffed the night in feaftirig, 
and only flept two or three hours. When I ex- 
pr^iTed my aftoni&ment at the fhort time he de* 
voted to fleepj he replied, 

'< The nigkt I rob to lengthen oat the day/* 

^^ His knowledge of phyGc, and the principlet 
he eftabliilied, procured him confiderable cele- 
brity. He diiapprored of violent medicines^ 
^ji^ & phyfician ought to .treat bis patients 
^reeably. He therefore employed only 
the gendeft remedtes, together with mo« 
deiate etercife, and abftinence from animal 
fbodi and fomfetimes from wtne« He was con- 
ftahtly planning fome new contrivance for the 
amuiement and recreatibn of his patienci» and 
invented a great variety of baths» among 
which wer^ the fufpended baths. He difap- 
proved of bleedings very rarely employed purga^ 
tivcs, and ufed to fay with a laugh, that we mud 
leave to dyers the examination of the different 
qualities of water. He was averfe to hafty curesi 

YOi.iu D declaring 
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declarmg he was contented to (hare the credit of 
his fucceffes with nature. He confcffcd that the 
number of bad phyficians was fo great, that ic 
Would have been better for fociety had the exer- 
cife of that profelfion been wholly prohibited. 
To render himfelf pleafing to women he had 
ftudied the cofrnetid art, invented feveral forts of 
paint for their embellifhment^ and various com- 
pounds for dying the hair and beard. He ftudied 
the cure of hypochondria, which he attributed 
to black bile, and of which the general diftin-^ 
guiihing fymptom is a particular fpecies of de- 
lirium, concentred in one or two objefts, but 
without fever or phrenzy. This delirium is ge- 
nerally combined with an infuperable dejedion 
and gloominefs of mind, and an irrefiftible in- 
clination for folitude. Thofe who are attacked 
with it often fancy themfelves kings, gods, wolves, 
*dogs, and rabbits, and are called lycanthropL 
He ufed to fpeak of a woman who, being af- 
flidted with that diforder, always kept one finger 
pointing upwards to fupport the world ; and of a 
painter, who £incied all his bones were as foft as 
wax, and therefore dared not walk a (ingle ftep« 
ApoUonides told him he would give him fome in- 
fallible remedies, but ordered him not to walk 
duringfix days. The patient pundtually conformed 
to his direftions, and afterwards walked with per- 
left cafe and without the leaft apprehenfion.^ 

. A man 
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A man named Leucippus of Argos^ fancied him- 
ielf a rabbit, and though on all other fubjedts he 
argued like a man of (bund intelle&, yet if he 
law a dog, he immediately trembled with fear, 
and ran to hide himfelf. My friend cured him 
by taking him to balls and public places^ and 
particularly by means of muGc. Were 
phyGcal difcuffions/' faid Bion, ** as entertain- 
ing as they are tedious, I would explain the 
leading principles he adopted/' — ^e aflbrcd him 
we fliould liftcn to them with the greatcft plcafurc. 
«« I mud firft tell you," continued he, " the hif- 
tory of his amour with Niccrata. Having learned 
that I had been his rival, and had been difcafded 
On hisaccount, he immediately came and exprefled 
his concern, requcfting I would refume my place, 
and re-affert my claim. This I pofitively refulcd, 
till after a long conteft, and to terminate the 
diipute, he propofcd our leaving it to the de* 
tifion of chance, by cafting lots for the fair priie. 
I was pleafed with the idea, and we determined 
it by the dice; when my friend, having Venus 's 
throw, or the three fixes, I faid to him, * Both 
fortune and the Cyprian Goddcfs give you Nicc- 
rata; therefore keep her/ Unfortunately this 
laughable arrangement came to her ears, when 
her fclf-love, ftill more irriuble than mine, 
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nwakened her refentmenCj and my rival wad drT^e 
tniiled without delay. 

^' His principal phyfical aphorifms were the 
following 4 he advifed men of good conftitutiona 
not to fubmit to any regimen, never to confute 
a phyfician, and to refide more frequendy in 
the country than in town. He ftrongly urged 
them to ufe exercife, becaufe repofe enervates 
the body> whereas labour llrengthens it. ' The ^ 
one,' faid he, ' precipitates the approaches of 
old age, while the other prolongs the period of 
youth/ He alfo reconunended that we fliouid 
eat fomedmes more, fomedmes lels^ and rather 
make two meals than one. 

«< I will now," conrinued Bion, '^ relate the 
cruel cataftrophe which deprived me for ever, 
of this moft worthy and amiable fiiend. O ! tof^ 
beloved Apollonides, how many tears has not 
thy death forced from my aged eyes ! what trea- 
fures would I not give to pofiefs thy precious 
remains, which doubdefs lie unhonoured in a 
barbarous country ? I would cover them witK 
flowers and with laurels, and my tears fhould 
flow in large libations around thy tomb, while 
thy immortal fbade fhould receive with gra^* 
titude my tribute of friendfliip, and of grief. 
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f' Greedy of knowledge and inftruAionj Apol^ 
Jonides came to Athens to complete his ftudiest 
vhenccj after a ftay of a year^ he went to SamoSj 
wd cured Polycrates of a dangerous illnefi, 
for which he received two talents of gold as the 
If compence of his fkill, Some time after he was 
taken prifoner by the Perfians^ from whom he 
concealed his name and profellionj till being at 
length difcovered^ he was fcqt to Perfepolis to 
attend Darius, then very ill, and in great pain 
from the diflocation of his foot. My friend 
was very fucceisful in this operation^ as well as in 
his treatment of Atofla the wife of Darius, who had 
9 cancer in her bread. In confequence of thefe 
two cures^ he received the richeft prefents, an4 
gained the favour of Parius, who admitted him 
to his table. Thus honoured and diftinguifhed 
he might have been the happiefl: of n^en, if at 
that brilliant and voluptuous court he could have 
reftnuned his amorous inclination, or at leaft had 
not hi^ defires afpired to Amytisj^ the fifter of 
the King, a widow whofe uncommon beauty was 
enhanced by all the enchanting b^opm of youth. 
Though the attra^ions of his mental acquirer 
tnents and his knowledge of cofmetics procured 
him an eafy accefs to her prefence, yet he pru- 
dently concealed his too tender paflion from the 
princcfsi till Amytis, falling ill, and fufiering 

^3 
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under the deprcffion of extreme languor, the 
defircs o( Apollonidcs acquired new force .in 
confcqucncc of the increafing frequency of his 
vifits. But all the care of the phyfician, all the 
refources of his art proved ineffcftual, and that 
lovely princcfs vifibly faded away like a rofe bud 
detached from its parent ftalk. Inconfolably af- 
flidcd at her fate, and terrified at the approach 
of death, who now ftarcd her in the face, flic 
caufed innumerable facrifices to be offered on 
the fummits of mountains to the fun, the moon, 
the earth, the air, and the winds -, and the altars of 
Mithras and Venus Urania were loaded with* 
gifts, and importuned with unceafing prayers,* 
Being one day alone with Apollonidcs flie de- 
plored her cruel dcftiny, which condemned her 
to die in the flower of life, while yet furrounded. 
by pleafure, and folicited to enjoyment by every 
fcdu&ivc attraftion. * Ah !' cried flie in a pa-^. 
roxyfm of grief, * my dear Apollonidcs, I con-, 
jure you employ all your efforts, and all your, 
ikill ! oil ! fave me, fave me !'-^and as (he pro* 
nounced thefe words, flie deluged the gilded 
tiflTue of her piagnificent bed with bitter tears. 

*' Apollonidcs, who was deeply affedted v^ith 
her grief, could only anfwcr with a (igh. * Ah !* 
cried fhe, ' I fee my doom is fixed j I fee my 
p^fc is dcfperatf , and I ^m irrecoverably loft I 

Ifcc 
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I fee you know not any remedies that can fave 
me!' * Perhaps/ replied he, hefiuting, * there is 
one, whofepowerl well know^buthow fhalll dare 
to propofe it ?' Amytis, to whom thefe words 
again reftorcd a glimmering of hope, was urgent 
to know this powerful remedy. My friend caft 
his eyes downwards, and remained filent, till at 
length the redoubled importunity of the princefi 
who commanded him to difclofe it, induced him 
to declare that this important and lad of remedies 
was a change in her mode of life from a (ingle to 
a married date. At this advice the princefs blufh^ 
ed, and her countenance exhibited at once the 
anxiety of doubt, the fuffuHon of modefty, and the 
fweet ferenity of hope. *I know,' continued Apol- 
lonides, < that prejudice would have concealed the 
truth, but your life is too valuable to all Perlia to 
rifk a further delay. It is a ftate which affords 
fatisfadion to the mind, and thereby animating 
the vital fundbions, invigorates the perfpiratdry 
organs ; and phyficians adduce many examples 
of gout, epilcpfy, and hyfterics, diforders of the 
ftomach, and morbid vigilance diflipated by this 
change in the regimen of life. How many ex- 
amples have I not myfclf beheld of languilhing 
and difordered habits thus aifuming new life and 
health, and exhibiting an animated and florid 
countenance, to which they we^c ftraogers be- 

n 4 fore* 
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fore. Even thofc young women who were oii» 
ginally plain and ordinary have fuddenly acquired 
the rofy hue of healthy and the gay intelligence 
of beauty. It is even aflfertcd that a young 
woman of Sparta, who was moft difguftingly 
JUgly, having the good fortune to marry, became 
fp beautiful, that fhe might have difpuced th^ 
priw with Helen hcrfelf.* In a word, Apollo- 
nides fo lyell maintained his argument, and 
urged it with fuch winning foftnefs and fuch ani- 
joiated expreflion, that the (ifter and daughter of 
the Brft of monarchs, unable to refill the love of 
life, adopted his advice, and fank into the arm^ 
of her phyfician and counfellor. 

^* In this cafe, Ijowcvcr, the fon of ^fculapius 
jpas miftaken* The health of Amytis, like 
.thofe yidims who are crowned with flowers be- 

• * 

/ore they are led to be facriBced at the altar^ con* 
dnually declined, and what he recommended as a 
cure only precipitated the cfFcdb of the diforder. 
<^ The filcnt tears, the ^ wild confternation of 
dll her relations and attendants, informed Amy- 
tis of the magnitudf of the danger, and at 
•length defpair took poflcffion of her mind, which 
could not bear the idea of quitting life and 
all its enjoyments fo foon. One of her women, 
endeavouring to flatter her vanity and amufe her 
-thought by fpeaking of her elevated rank and un- 

4^ rivalled 
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rivalled fplcndor j « Yes/ replied the princefi^ 
* to-day 1 am fitter of the greateft of kingSj anc) 
to-morrow, fliall be blotted from exiftence/ She 
attributed her approaching death to the pretende4 
jfpeciQc of Apollonides, and in the wildnefs of 
1^ defpair communicated the fecret to her 
piother. Soon, however, (he repented of her 
ipdifcretion^ and folicited the pardon of the un- 
fortunate culprit. His pardon indeed was pro* 
mifed her, that the mind of the prince fs might 
be at eafe ; but the wounded pride of Darius 
could not forgive {b great an infult. The refentr 
inent of Kings is implacable^ and their revenge 
the bittereft of curies. 

<*The unfortunate Apollonides was condemned 
to be buried alive in a cave> and was conduced 
to prifon by a detachment of the guards called 
the Immortals* * O! my dear ApoUonides ! O ! 
moft worthy and afFeftionate of friends ! what 
were thy feniations of horror at entering this 
tomb in which thou wert thus interred^ 
where thy elevated mind,' thy brilliant talentSi 
thy extenfive erudition, were for ever loft 
to* mankind^ and where thy life was to pay the 
forfeit of offended and indignant royalty ! What 
rage and fury, what tears and fighs marked thy 
few mi&rable hours of horror and defpair ere 

thou ceafed to exift in this abyfs of deftru&ion V 

When 
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When Bion uttered thefc words, his fobs over- 
powered and almoft choakcd his voice. Wc 
all wept fympathetic tears, and a profound filence 
reigned throughout the hall. In the mean while, 
Bion having partly overcome his grief, continued 
his narration. " The mouth of this horrid dun- 
geon having been clofed with a large (tone, a 
guard was fet upon it while the fun twice per- 
formed his daily courfe -, till at length Amytis 
learned the punifhment to which Apollonides 
was condemned. Her emotions of pity and 
concern determined her to put an end to the tor- 
ments of this unfortunate phyfician, and to acce- 
lerate his death. Having therefore bribed the 
guards, (he fent a man into the cave, bearing a 
lamp in one hand, and a cup of poifon in the 
other. Apollonides was then lying on the earthy 
wrapped up in his cloak, with fcarcely a breath 

of life remaining. When he perceived the light, 
he made an effort to raife himfelf, and taking the 
cup, aflced whether Amytis were yet alive j * Yes,* 
replied the bearer, * (he lives, and it is (he who, 
affliftcd at your misfortune, fends you this poifon 
to put a period to your mifcry.' Apollonides 
thanked him with a fllent motion of his head, and 
fixing his eyes on him with tendernefs, faid, 
* You have brought me good news. Now, at 
leaft, I am not unhappy in all things. Tell 

the 
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the princefs, I thank her for her goodnefs/ 
Havjng thus fpoken^ he fwallowed the poifbhj 
and again laid himfelf down upon his cloak fb 
feeble and emaciated/ that he inftantly expired.^' 
The tears and lobs of Bion now redoubled^ till 
at length he aroie, and going up to the ftatue of 
his friend, tenderly embraced it. To put an end 
to this affeding fcene, I made a fign to Phanor 
CO play upon his lyre. He began by preluding 
in the chromatic mode invented by Timotheus, 
and by degrees pafled on to a more lively and 
cheerful key* Theophania joined her melodious 
voice, and fang a fcolium of Bion. 

Time is ever on the wing. 
Ages bot new ages bring ; 
Let usfeize the paffing day 
Fugitive as children's play, 
Taffing all the joy s of health, 
Mataal love, and honeft wealth; 
So ihall pleafure fmile aroond. 
And with tranfport life be crown'd. 

This fafcinating harmony difpelled the gloom 
of fadnefs that clouded the brow of our friend^ 
and gaiety returned to gladden our converla- 
tion. A fporting party was agreed on for the 
next day^ and we returned by moonlight over 

the 
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ihe pe^^ fur&ce of the lake. Sam altjaiF 
W y^^4f V? Cflttxed the fepufe, ^/d, chsrajecj 
;f i(h the pk^ures o( the d^y, fep^ted &r tt^e 
night tp efyojr fwcct repoi^ ^ IP?frfi(hin6 
%?p. 
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Party. 

N" "6 fboner were Phanorand my felf alone, than 
he began to ipeak with ib fively a waffntii 
of ihi^ftft of the biauty, the ^fents, dhd t!*' 
^tict(ul elegance of Theophania, that I begaii 
to be alarmed left he ihould again be woumtekt 
with the ihafts of Love. Indeed he confefied, 
himfeifi that my (ufpicions y»ttc but t66 ^11 
founded. *^ And what is become/* iaid t, "of 
your attachment for Theano^ whom you fo lately 
adored ? Where is how your defpair and your 
averfion to life, and your Leucadian leap P*--« 
«* They have vaniflicd," rtplitd he, '^ as the 
iUuIions of the night fly before our waking 
fcnfes."— « Artd what,*' continued I, ^ \*ill you^ 
do with your elegiac verfes ?*'.;—« They will fcrve 
me," faid he,^ " on fome other occafion, Should I 
ever be fo infenfate as to afflidt myfelf for theinr 
fidelities of a woman."-i-f^ And befides", what 
hope can you indulge ?"-ii-« That of gaining her 
^dions," replied hej <* for Bioif u very old." 

— « Yet." 
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— " Yet/' faid I, " he is very amiable j add he 
has told you himfelf that Anacreon made a eon* 
queft at eighty."—" Of this," anfwered Phanor, 
*^ there may be juil: room to doubt ; and befides, 
llich a phenomenon cannot happen above once \ 
Love, like Fortune, favors the bold. I (halt pais 
this night in a poetical delirium, and compofe 
verfes to my youthful divinity." I endeavoured 

; * Phinor was miftaken. The Abbe de Chaalien, when 

eighty years of age, was enamoiired of Mademoirelle de 

Laanai, afterwards the celebrated Madame Staa]«,and waa 

favorably received. He wrote her> in a charming letter> th* 

ibUowing lines : 

. ** Je ne voalus jamais devenir ton vainqneor ; 
Bt ne comptant poor rien» dans I'ardeur de te plsire^ 
Du plaifir d'etre aime la doacear etrangire^ 
Att fenl plaifir d'aimer j'abandonne mon coeor. 

" Heareux a qoi le ciel donne one ame aflez tendre 
Pour pouvoir aifement comprendre 
' D'on amour malheoreux quel etoit le bonheor | 
Telqoe je crois qa'il devoit rendre 
Le pins heureux amant jaloax de mon errenr.'* 

I figh not for the empire of your hearts 
Or kind confendng blaihe^ on your cheek ; 

Tho' thus yon foothe not love's delidoos fmart. 
Receive my love> 'tis all the blifs I feek. 

Happy the man> whofe meldng foul can feel 
The tender joys from haplefs love that flow ; 

Soccefsfol paffion, doom'd no more to kneel. 
Would envy me this luxury of woe* 

ta 
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to diffuade him> and urged him tQ {upprefs this 
new paflion in the bud ; but his ears were clofed 
to the counfels of prudence, and he was deaf to 
my inorality and my advice. 

The next morning every one arofc at the firft 
dawn of day, and animated with the cool crifp- 
nefe of the morning, wc fet off, each with z 
falcon on his hand, and repaired to a plain fur- 
rounded by hills. Wc firft extended our nets on 
the ground, and then afcended the rifing grounds, 
from which the fight of the falcons, and their 
cries, chaced aU the feathered tribe. They at- 
tempted to find refuge on the plain, but no 
fooner perceived the nets than they flew away in 
clouds. We then let fly our falcons, who in- 
ftantly darted upon them, and killed a confidcr- 
able number. This diverfion gave us all great 
pleafure, except Thcophania, whofe tender fenfi- 
bility compaflionatcd the poor fugitives wc dc- 
ftroycd. 

When we were fufficiendy refted, Biop and 
myfelf accompanied Lacidas on his return home, 
while Phanor flopped to attend his charming 
Pfyche, and prefent her with his vcrfcs. On the 
road I loft my purfe ; but fortunately miffed 
it very foon, when Lacidas obfcrving roe tp 
cxprefs fome folicitudc for its recovery, faid 

coldly^ 
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ioldly, " Your purfe fell about twenty pace* 
back, near a bulb where we ftopped/' I imme* 
diacely returned and found it, and then afkcd La. 
cidas why he had not told tne of it before. *' Be* 
caufe," faid he, " it is a matter of indifference." 
— " It might to you," faid I, " but not to me." 
tie ju(lified himfelf, however, by relating to me 
that PyrrhOj feeing his mafter Anaxarchus Bil 
into a ditch, purfued his way without even giving 
him his hand. He continued to harangue us oa 
this happy indolence of the foul^ this ataraxia 
which governs our opbions, and on the matrio- 
pathia which regulates our paflions \ Bion fmiled 

at 

* Tkif ataraxy of the fceptic philobphers fomewhat refem* 
bics the qaiettilDi, or wdtivi life of MoGnos. This man was & 
Spaniih prieft«who pretended, that '* by means of a feries of ex- 
pargatbns, wearriveataftateofperfedioot and identify onr- 
fehret with God, who is then the fole objeftof our contempla* 
tion ; that then the fool ads no more, thinks no more, defiret 
BO more, and no longer receives any impreffion from material 
ebjeds ; fo that idl the faculties being abforbed by contem- 
plation, it can no longer be diftraded by any thing that pa&s 
in the body. In this ftate it no longer needs either prayers, 
or hymns, or vows ; for prayers, where the fpirit laboors, and 
the month opens, are the lot of the weak and the imperfed : 
the foul of the faint is, as it were, laid in the bofom and be- 
tween the arms of its God, where, without making any mo- 
tion, or exertmg any adion, it waits and receives the divine 
graces. It then becomes happy ; and quitting the exiftence 
it had before, is now changed, transformed, and as it were 

fimk 
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at this metaphyfical jargon^ and faid to Ms friend, 
with an air of gaiety^ " I am now come a good 
way from home> and I muft therefore quit you^ 
Adieu, my dear Lacidas, let me often hav4; the 
pleaiure that accotnpanies your appearancij and 
let me fometimes indulge in the agreeable drtiam 
that I am in your company." Thus faying, we 
embraced, and took leave of each other for ever* 
As Bion and myfclf returned, we converfed 
on the fubjeft of his friend, and the philofdphical 
indifference with which he fuffered me to lofc my 
purfe. *' He is quite an anomalpus animal,^' faid 
Bion, ^ and is infatuated with the abfurd fyftem 
of fcepticifm, which, in the eyes of that fedt, 
renders even their own exiflence doubtful. Yet> 
notwithftanding the errors of this wrong-headed 
hypothefis, he is full of probity and honour, and 
his foul is generous and noble. A friend hav- 
ing once borrowed fome plates and difhes, he 
obffinately refufed to receive them again ; and 



<^*ma 



fank and fwallowed ap in the divine being* infomuch as not to 
know or perceive that it is diftindl from God himfeUV It is even 
of little confequence ihould the inferior part abandon itfelf to 
the mod inordinate exceiTes, provided the faperior remain 
concentrated in the Deity, Madame Guyon« and even Fenelon 
have adopted feme of the ideas of this myHie qaietifm,^ 
though they have both rejefted the moft difgufting of itt ab« 
furdides. 

VOL, tu £ ftJC 
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at a period of his life, when his affairs were in 
a bad ftate, declined a confiderable fum of 
money offered him by Attains^ king of Pergn- 
mus^ to come and refide at his court, fayii^ 
f that the fimilitude of a king ought only Qq bit 
riewed at a diftance.'^ 



^ 
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CHAP. LI. 

Refult of Pbanor*s 4f^our with Tbeopbania. 
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N our return to Bion's^ I found Phanor quite 
in ecftafies ; for he had finilhed his ode to 
Theophania, and had prefentcd it to her. 
«' Well/* faid I, « and did fhe accept it ?'*— 
« She received it," replied my friend, " at firft 
with baflifulnefs -, but afterwards fhe was more 
confident, and gave ipe (bme hopes of an anfwer. *' 
I congratulated him on his fuccefs, although I 
placed no great reliance on his expectations: 
but towards evening he came to me, wild with 
joy ; and, laughing at my doubts and my credu^ 
lity, fhewed mc fonie charming verfes which he 
had juft received from the lovely Pfyche. His 
praife was far from exaggerated, for the vcrfcs 
were full of poetical beauty and tender lentimcnt, 
and I agreed with Phaaor, that the fcholar at 
lead equalled her mailer. ** Oh !'* cried he, 
" Bion is far from poffeffing the fweet native 
fimplicity, or the inimitable graces that breathe 
throughout thefc elegant verfes, Not even COf 

B 2 ' rinna 
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rinna or Sappho have ever compofed any fo 
delicate or fo fafcinating. 'Tis Erato hcrfelf that 
has inipired them. Ah ! how this enchanting 
talent adds to the ftrength of my paffion ! 
Never, never did I love with fuch irrefiftiblc 
ardour!" 

Convinced that the palm of viftory would 
^cdily croWA him, he folicited an aflignation 
in other ver'fes which was promifcd him in three 
days by a further effufion of the Mufe, that being 
the time fixed for Bion to go to AmphiflTa* 

I was aftontflied at this facility of Theopha- 
nia, and feverely cen(ured her ingratitude to fo 
amiable and fo generous a lover, while Phanor 
confidcred this preference as a proof of her 
tender ienfibillty, and of a noble and generous 
heart. Thefe. three days pafied like fo many 
ages. At length, however, the happy period 
arrived. The place of appointment was the 
dairy, and Bion was no fooner departed, than 
Phanor repaired thither on the tiptoe of love 
and expedlation. 

Scarcely had he left me, before I perceived 
Bion return with a troop of young perfons of 
both fexes, adorned with chaplets of herbs and 
flowers, and bearing torches, flutes, cymbals, 
iiftta, and the nupdal torch. He immediately 
faid to me, " Come, and follow me,'* which I 

did 



IK GREICS AWD ASIA. 



53 



did full of wonder and aftonifhment. Wt went 
diredly to the dairy, and the whole proceflion 
fiopped before the door. The coryphsus gave 
the fignaU and they all fang the following epi- 
thalamium in full chorus^ which Bion had com- 
ppfed for the occadon : 

EPITHALAMIUM. 

VenQ8> fair qaeen of Gods above^ 
Cupid, thou mighty power of love. 
And Hymen, bland, by beaven defign'd 
The fruitful fource of human land* 
To you, as to the lyre I ling. 
Flows honour from the founding firing : . 
Propitious to the numbers prove, 
O ! Venus, Hymen, god of love ! 
View, gentle youth, with rapture view 
This blooming bride» ordatn'd for you ; 
Rife quick, and fead on all her charmst 
Left, like a bird, fhe fly your arm$. 
O ! happy youth ! by Venus bleft. 
But happijer on thy Pfychs's breaft^ 
' See how the fair one, (wt^^y coy. 
All foft confufion, meets the joy ; 
Blooming as health, freih asi May flowers^ 
And bright as radiant noon-tide hours I* 

Of all the flowers upon the plains. 
The rofe, unmatched in beauty, reigns; 
Thy Pfyche thus in charms excels. 
She fhines the rcfe among the belles : 
O, may bled youth, the God of day 
The pleafing toils of Love furvey, 
'■% And iriay a beauteous blooming boy 

Crown your foft vows with lafting joy 1 Fawk es, 

E 3 • When 
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When this performance was concluded, Bion 
entered at the head of his gay troop, and ever/ 
one prefented a chaplet to Phanor, whofe coun« 
tenance was crimibned over with confuQon a.ui 
embarraifoient, while Theophania crowned him 
with her own hands. We then walked abroad in 
the country, and the hymeneal torch was carried 
before Phanor, while a woman of mature age 
walked befide Theophania, and filled the office 
of mother and of paranymph *. Thus acconi- 
panied by mufic and hymeneal fongs, we arrived 
at the wood, where we danced beneath the fo- 
liage. I laughed heartily at Phanor's cmbar- 
raffinent, and the mild and ingenious revenge 
of Bion. The dance gave place to a fuperb rural 
feafl:, and the pretended bride and bridegroom 
wefc placed befide each other, while the epitha- 
lamium was again repeated. Theophania then 
fang a charming fonnet, analagous to the occa- 
fion, compofcd alfo by Bion. 

Let the favour'd lover provf 
Ever faithful to his lovey 
Let him daily find new charms 
In his^ fair one's circling arms; 

■ m ^m I . . .y II II II „ ,1 — «— i,M., .1111 ■ II « ■ . , . , . I ■■ 

* The ofEce of the paranymph was to do the honours of 
the day> to give the necefTary orders for the condad of the 
feaft and other amafements, and to guard the door of the 
apartment in which was ;)ie nuptial bed. 

Let 
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Let the languid plaintive figh 
Win (he coyeft of the coy ; 
Bat when love's fopremely blefs^d^ 
Silence is of faith the te& 

This fcaft, which was very teng, very gayj 
and very agreeabkj excepting to the hero of the 
day> was again fucceeded by dancing, till night 
interrupted our amufcments, and diiperfed the 
company. When all the ftrangers were with^ 
drawn, Bion congratulated Phanor on hb mar*^ 
riage, adding that Theophania would exciife the 
reft of the ceremony, and then faludng us po* 
litely, they took their leave^ ahd retired afm id 
arm. 

Being now alone, I fixed my eyis Tome time 
bn Phanor without utterihg a word. His face 
W^ covered with fhame ahd venations hfe 
ieemed abfent, and bit his lips with thagiin.-^ 
« Well,'' faid I at length, «* you muft confcfs 
Bion has given us a charming feftival, and made 
us pals a moft pleafant day !''— ^^ On the tori* 
trary," replied he j " I thought it verjr Idhg and 
very infipid/'— ** You have burned your 
fingers," laid I, *' in this enterprife ; jrod feem 
much piqued."—" I confefs it," faid hfc ; «* I 
am ii^ulted; this pleafantry is deteftable."-^ 
" By no means," replied I, " yout rival has re- 

2 4 venged 
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venged himfelf like a man of talents that 
knows the world, and frequents the firft fo- 
cicty."— *' 1 am Icfs angry with him/' returned 
he, " than with the treacherous coquette, who 
Jbas- betrayed me."—" She has adkcdi" faid I, 
•'as fhe ought* Doubtlefs fhe ihewed him 
ybur vtrfesj and Bion has amufed himfelf at your 
expence by anfwcring them in her name. You 
thought them, I remember, far fupcrior to thofe 
of Corinna and of Sappho ! Bion never had the 
fweet native limplicity and inimitable graces of 
ftylc they poffefs. Thus you fee hoW our 
prejudices influence our opinions and our judg- 
ments. Shall we ftay here a few days longer?" 
r;-" No i by Bacchus !" returned he. " I fliould 
m^e a very (illy figure. We will iet off to- 
morrow morning at day-break/'-^" Agrfced/' 
iaidi, " let us go and take leave of oUr friends/* 

Phanor rcfufed to Tee them any more^ till I re- 

• ' » . "I * * » " 

prcfented the indccfcncy of fettirtg off without 

thanking them for their kindhefs and hblpitallt^. 

Ax length he yielded to my reafonin'g, but ftHl 

. refuted to fee Thcophahra, a|[ainfl: whom ht felt 

^ J>is blood boil with indignation. The w6rth'y 

Bion ihc\ffed grtat concern at oUr fpecdy dcpaN 

. turc, apd begged pardon of Phanor for the joke he 

had jilayie^ off ypon him| declaring^ it arofe lels 
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from a defire of revenge than of convincing him 
that he ought to keep his amours within the 
bounds of reafon^ of prudence* and of honour. 
He then took leave of usj policctly foliciting our 
.onnpanjr the nekt mortiing at break&ft. 



:i 
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CHAP. LII, 

Breakfaft. — Pbilofopby. — jifliort Excurfioru 

W]s arofe with the iutij and were no fooner 
feated at table, than Theophania en- 
tered, with a laughing air, bringing milk and 
fruit in both her hands. She begged Pha« 
nor's pardon for the infidelity with which fhe 
had treated his attentions, and acknowledged, 
that as fhe had never been actuftomed to fre- 
quent the groves of Parnaflus, fhe had beea 
obliged to Bion for her poetical replies. Fha-^ 
nor, who was now appeafed by the good-na- 
tured fweetnefs and eafy gaiety of this amiable 
girl, threw himfelf at her iitly humbly folicited 
her forgivenefs, and promifed that he would ex- 
piate his crime by an eternal remembrance of 
the adorable Pfyche. 

After this fubmifiion from Phanor, mutual con- 
fidence and friendfhip again returned to cheer the 
countenances of all our little party, and enliven 
our repaft. Bion in particular was uncommonly 
amiable and attentive. Struck with the pleaf- 
ing cheerfulnefs of his manners, I told him I 
believed him to be the happieft of mankind. 

" Yes,'' 
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** Yes,** replied he, " perhaps I am, notwith« 
ftanding the maxim of Solon, which fays, thai 
no man can be declared bafpy till the lafi mcmenl of 
his life. Let us brave the phantoms of fu* 
perftidon, and death will lofe all its horrors. I 
am happy becauie I never zGt at variance with 
iny charadler and difpofitioa; but live in retire- 
ment, and employ my mind to render that re- 
tirement interefting and injdrudlive. Thus I 
am neither influenced by an infatiable defire of 
fame, nor can i avarice, ambition, and the 
bufy paflions of mankind any longer find ac- 
cefs to my foul, or trouble my rcpofe. Thus 
all my deGres are at harmony with my means of 
gratiGcation ; I do as much good as is in my 
power i and beneficence and liberality are to me 
a grateful and delicious perfume that waft bade 
their odours to him who gave them birth. 
The day will foon arrive, when I muft quit 
thefe happy fcenes, theic peaceful fhades, my 
well-fclcdlcd books, and my lovely Pfychc, who 
is the chief ornament of all I poflefs, Alas ! 
when the idea of that heart-rending feparacion 
prcfents icfelf, I refle£t upon it for a few mo- 
ments, it is true ; but in lieu of fuffering it to 
deprels my mind, I exclaim. Let us enjoy life 
while its glimmering taper yet continues to 
bum !" He then addrefTcd hirafclf to his 
Pfyche, and faid, ** Alas \ 'cis you who will clofe 

my 
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my cyesj and itceire my departing breath \ 
When you perceive my foul about to take its 
flights ah ! detain it for a moment by the fwtet 
found of your lyre. Play that charming air of 
irhich I am fo fond^ and perhaps I fliall die with 
pleafure. Thus," continued he, ** you perceive 
happinefsis not one of thofe illufive ideas refem* 
Uing the fruits of Tantalus that we can never ta(te» 
Our defliny is in general placed in our own 
hands, and it is too often unjuftly that we accufe 
the gods of our misfortunes."—" But all men/* 
laid I, <^ are not fo fortunate as to have a line 
country houie, a conftant flow of health, a beau- 
tiful miftrefs, brilliant talents, and amiable 
manners."—" Do you know," faid he, " the 
anecdote of Gygcs, king of Lydia ? It is faid> 
that being defirous to know whether any man 
were happier than himfclf, he confulted an oracle> 
and received for anfwer, that Aglaus was happier 
than the king. This man, who was the poorcft 
of the Arcadian (hephcrds, had never quitted 
his native plains, which he cultivated with his 
own hands, and lived contented on the pro- 
duce of his labour. But I will (how you to-day 
a man whofe happinefs is ftill more furprifing, 
bccaufc its fourccs are more confined. He has 
not even a plethron of land, and has lofl: the ufe 
of both his Icgsi yet he lives contented with his 

lot. 
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lot, and happy in his indigence* His dwelling 
is not far: I will accompany you thither/' 
Pfychc offered to join US| and we all fkt off iD« 
^tber. 

Our excuHion was very plcafant. Bion re« 
lated a variety of anecdotes on the road, and 
Pbanor fang his elegy on Theano. We rallied 
|iim on his late marriage, which had deceive4 
his expedations, and he joined in our pleafantry 
Iwith great good-humour, till at length we ar- 
4ived in high fpirits at the miferable hovel of a 
happy being. We there faw a man of a healthy 
and florid complexion, but covered with rags, 
and fquatfting on his hearth, tending a pot whicl| 
ftood over fome burning wood^ He received u$ 
widi a fmiling and cheerful air: and Bion prefently 
pointed out to us diat he was deprived of the ufe 
of his legs, and told us, that having been para- 
lytic from his in&ncy, he could only walk upon 
his knees. In this fmoky hut he lived quite 
alone. When I afked him whether he was 
cooking fome meat ? he replied, ^< that the con-, 
tents of the pot were only roots 5 for that," faid 
he, *' is all my flcndcr purfe will afford."-— 
" Then, what," faid I, " are your means of 
fupport."—- " The produce," replied he, « of 
my own labour. I make bafkets, and ilnall 
utcnfils of wood."— ^' And that fupplies you, 

6 faid 
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fatd I^ ^^ with neceflaries^ and makes you con- 
tented and happy ?" — *' As happy," replied he, 
** as a kingj efpecially when I have work to 
do."— « At kaft this little dwelling," faid I, 
" is no doubt your own ?" — " That," anfwer- 
ed he, ^* would be too great a happinefs. No ; 
a friend has lent it me,**— *• Do' you ever go 
out ?" I aflced.— ** Very rarely," returned he, 
'^ for I am obliged to drag myfelf through the 
dirt, or over the ftonesi and befides, I could 
not go any great diftance,"— ^* But arc you not 
fometimes tired," faid I, " of this folitary and dc- 
ferted way of life?'*—" Never !"—« No 
doubt," continued I, *^ you can read and 
write ?" — " I wifti I could," returned he, ^' but 
I do as well, perhaps, without."— ^^^ Have you 
no fear," I afked, " in^this lonely and remote 
fpot, living entirely alone, and thus impotent 
and without defence ?" — " Fear !" returned he, 
*f of what ? I have nothing to lofe ; and thieves^ 
like ferrets, fmcll out their prey wherever it is 
concealed ; but they keep far away from the 
huts and hovels of us poor folks."— -'^ How old 
are you ?" faid I. He replied that he was forty* 
four.— ^< And have you always," continued I, 
** been thus lame and indigent."—" Always," re- 
turned he ^ <^ but thanks to the gods, neither 
appetite nor work h^ye hitherto failed me."-— 

I could 
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1 could fcarccly ccafc qucftxoning this philofo- 
pher of nature, whofe wifdom fcemed to me fy 
far fuperior to that of Pythagoras, and even of 
Zeno. After fevcral more inquiries, we afked 
him whether we could render him any fcrvicc, 
and whether he had any thing to requeft of us ? 
*' Nothing,'* faid he, " but work j that is all I 
want.'* Bion promifed to fupply him, and 
we offered him fome money, which at firft he 
pofitively reftifed, till Bion faid, ** You give me 
f)2L\n by thus rejeding what is offered you with 
pleafurc."— « Come then," faid he, " I will ac- 
cept it, for I perceive you arc worthy peopIe> 
who give from benevolence, and not from 
oftentation." 

« You now perceive,'* faid Bion, after wc had 
left this hovel, ^^ in what corners Happinefs hides 
herfelf ! How many of the affluent and great, how 
many kings and princes are their own difturbers 
and tormentors in the midft of their grandeur and 
their {ileafures, while this indigent cripple, who 
is deprived of all fociety, and thus infulated 
from the world, is contented with his lot, and 
enjoys uninterupted happinefs ! O, ye Gods 1 
Here then do I perceive your juftice, your 
^ounty, and your undcviating benevolence !" 

This, alas ! was the period of our fcparacion ; 
wc embraced our kind hofts in the moil afFeq- 

tionatc 
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tionate manncry and Fhanor could fcarcely peN 
fuade himfclf to part from his adorable TheO'^ 
phania: tiU at length he quitted her for a mo- 
ment, then came back> renewed his farewell 
adieus, aod tore himfelf away. 

To complete the hiftory of Bioa, I Ihall ia 
this place iofert the account of his death, of which . 
I was not informed till forty years after, in con- 
fequcncc of a rcry unezpefte^ incidenc. 
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CHAP. LIIL 

Meeting of Theopbania and Antenor after an in- 

tervd of forty years. 

^Tn the courfe of my travels, happening to pafs 
^ near the temple of Juno, on the road from 
Phalcron to Athens, I determined to pay it a 
vifit. The plan of this building is very Angular, 
being formed by columns without walls, and 
open on every fide. Its appearance brought to 
my min.d the elegant banqueting-room in the 
ifland of fricndfhip, at Bion*s villa, built nearly 
on the fame plan, though it was forty years fincc 
I had fcen > it. This fweet remembrance ren- 
dered the edifice ftill more pleafing, and I could 
not help feeling a kind of heartfelt attachment 
to it, when fuddenly I perceived an old woman 
fix her eyes on me very attentively, and there- 
fore I examined her countenance in my turn. 
Notwithftanding the alteration in her appear- 
, ance made by the rude hand of Age, I thought I 
recollefted her features, and perceived that fhe 
had the remains of a moft lovely perfon. My 
refledlions trod back the irremeable path of 
VOL, ir. F Time, 
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Time, like a traveller examining the ruins of 
fbme venerable temple, and beholding with ad- 
miration the magnificence of the ages that are 
gone. He fees a few of its ftateiy columns 
fupporting a malTy fragment of rich cornice* 
and exclaims with cnthufiafm, •• How beautiful, 
how majeftic a pile I what a fad misfortune no 
more of it fhould rcmwn !" By degrees we 
drew nearer, ftill obferving eachother attentively, 
and ftill advancing ftep by ftep. We continued 
ibme minutes filent -, till at length I faid to her, " I 
believe we have formerly been acqiuinted, though 
perhaps at fome very diftant time and place."—* 
*' Yes, indeed," replied fhe, " your countenanc* 
ftruck roc as that of one I had known. You 
have the fame features, the fame tone of voice, 
and the fame perfon." While fiie faid this, flic 
furveyed me from head to foot. « Yes," faii 
fhe, " the refemblance is complete. You are 
certainly the fon of Antenor."— *< That," re- 
plied I, " is my name, but 1 have no fon, and 
affurcdly you never knew my fadier." — " You 
Antcnor!" rejoined flic, "it is impofiible !"— ■ 
" Yet," laid I, " it is true," — " Do you then,'* 
d (he, " remember Bion and Theophania.".^ 
/Vh ! now," returned J, " I remember yoti. 
m are Theophania." Upon this we em- 
aced each other tenderly, and then quitted the 
temple. 
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temple, that we might convcrfc more freely* I 
overpowered her with queftions, and (he aflced 
me as many; but (he could not forget her 
furprife and aftonifliment at my youthful ap- 
pearance and florid complexion. She doubted 
whether I was a god, or one of the genii with 
whom Plato has peopled the heavens. I affured 
her I was a mere mortal, who it feemed had 
been deftined, or rather, perhaps, condemned 
to exceed the common (pan of human life. 
" And do you not find my appearance," faid fhc, 
« much altered ?" — " You appear,'* faid I, " as 
amiable as at twenty years old." This anfwer 
was rather evafive, but the old lady feemed to be 
fatisfied with it; and I immediately alked her how 
long Bion had lived after my vifit to him. She 
told me he had lived thirteen years, always gay 
and amiable as ever, and always occupied with 
the care of his flocks, of hcrfclf, and of his poetry: 
" He gave no figns,'*^ continued flie, " of de- 
clining genius, except by the abundance of his 
verfcs ; for the older he grew the more prolific 
was his mufe. It is true his latter produ6lions 
were inodorous flowers or taftelefs fruits, and 
the moll paflable of his vcrfes were thofc he 
compofed.ftiortly before his death. He refcm- 
bled a lamp, which immediately before it goes 
out, feems to recover all its luftre, and fhcds a 

F 2 momentary 
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momentary gleam of uncxpcfted fpicndor, I 
will repeat them to you ; for they will never be 
effaced from my memory. 

Ray divine ! immorul foul ! 
Thou, wbo art of man the whole. 
Soon Oiall quit tliis mcrtal form. 
Flying life'i uncealiDg ftorm ; 
Hence to Pluto's realmi to go. 
And thy earthly aflioni Shew, 
What canft thou to Pluto fay, 
FoK'd hu funmona to obey I 
When the fov'reign Judge Jhall tJk 
How thou haft difcharg'd thy ta&. 
What thy deedi on earth above. 
How canft thou thy virtue prore ? 

Then Ihaltthou, with confcioui joy. 
To the fof 'reign Judge reply, 
" Faithfully to thee I tell, 
Minos, arbiter of hell. 
All that I have thought or done 
1111 my earthly race was run. 
While a human fliape I wore 
On the happy Grecian flioie : 

" Once a fhuc grave I feem'd. 
And of (hunning pleafure dream'd : 
Waking foon, I wifer grew, 

ind to Epicurus ilew ; 

idling right or a£ling wrong, 

aJTion urging me along, 

iood or evil thus I did, 

uft a> inborn Nature bid. 

ut from malice I was pure, 

lor to vice did gain allure. 



• ^ 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. 69 

WhirPd about by wind and dde» 
Chance was oft my only guide. 
Thus does chance the foul incline. 
Though the foul be all divine, 
Reafon's dilates to purfue< 

And our paffions to fubdue. 
Or to FoUy weakly yield 
Reafon's fceptre and her (Hield ; 
While the fouU to body join'd, 
*Prifoning the heaven-bom mind* 
Like a lifelefs bafe machine. 
Still obeys the fprings within. 
Panting for high-founding fame. 
Next a poet I became ; 
Vanity, and not the Mufe, 
Tow'rds Parnaf&is bent my views. 
Bid me, e^en at eighty, dare 
Still to court the youthful fair- 
Bid, me drive to pleafe mankind 
And my brow with laurels bind. 
Yet, alas ! by earth and heaven, 
I had faults to be forgiven : 
Idle, obftinate, and warm. 

Sport of paffion's fudden ftorm ; ^ 

But of all my faults the worft. 
And for which, perhaps, I'm curfl, 
Pleafure I with ardour lov'd, 
Fleafure all my paffions mov'd. 
Bacchus gay, and Venus fair, 
(Pleafure ftill my only care,) 
Each, by turns, my blood inflamed. 
Each my yielding weaknefs claimed; 
0*er my fenfes, drunk with joy. 
Pouring charms (hat never cloy. 
Not to drink, or not to love, 
Worfe, far worfe than death would provet ^ 
This, perhaps, may here offend : 

p 3 Bat 



70 THB TRATZI.S OF ANTINOR. 

But if godi to mu attend. 
Where they plint the blu(hing rofa, 
Whjr (hoald nun hii eye-lidi clofe i 

" Minoj, juft, and good, ind great I 
Pity man's imperfeft ftite ; 
Think when rirtne ii our lim. 
Sin itfelf miy pardon claim *." 

This amiable poet> alas! is dead. He ex- 
pired almofl: in my arms, amidlt his bleating 
flocks. When he perceived that his laft hoar 
was come, he requelled me to play one of his 
favourite airs. I faw a ray of pleafurc once more 
animate his livid countenance as he liftened 
to It, and with the laft; expiring chords of my 
cithara' his foul took Its flight, and left him a 

* Thus the Emperor Adrian, jnl^ before he cz^red, coni- 
pofed the following lines to hii foul : 
AnimuU. vagnla, blanduli, 
Hofpei, comefqiie corporit, 
Qux nuncabibiiin locti 
Pallidula,rigida, nndulaf 
Nee, ut folei, dabii joca. 

has been happily imitated by Prior : 
jor, little, pretty, fluttering thing, 
Muft we no longer live together l 
nd doft thou prune thy trembling wing 
To take thy flight thou kaow'A not whither ! 
hy humourous vr.in, thy pleafing folly. 
Lies ail neglefied, all forgot; 
nd penflve, wavering, melancholy. 
Thou dread'fl and bop'fi thou luiow'S^ oot whaL 

lifelefs 
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llf^Uik corpfe. A rumour was fpread that he 
<]ied by a poifoned herb ; in allufion to which 
Mofchu; exclaim^ in his tlcgy on the death of 
his friend : 

O !' haplefs Bion ! poifon was thy fate ; 
The banefal poifon circumfcribed thy date : 
How could fall poifon caofe efFed fo ftraoge. 
Touch thy fweet lips and not to honey change ? 

Fawkes. 

I engraved on his tomb an epitaph^ which he 
had himfelf written for the purpole : 

Here lies Bion, who pajjed eighty-three years. 
upon the earthy but lived only fifteen *. 

* CiviliSf a Rotn^n fenator in the time of Tr^j&n* 
gave up his various offices, and retired into the country 
when fixty^ntne years of age» and feven years before his 
death. He caufed the following fentence to be infcribed 
vponhis tomb ; / haire contimud feventy -fix years upon th$ §arth^ 
and have only lived feven. The Chancellor de I'Hopital, when 
in retirement, wrote as fdllows : *' I was ignorant of the 
powerful charms and pleafures of a rural life. I have ftayed 
till my hair is turned grey before I have learnt in what con- 
dition true happinefs is found. In vain would Nature have 
bid me love tranquillity and repofe> had not Heaven be- 
held me with a pitying eye> and difencumbered me from 
thofe (hackles, which without that friendly aid I fhould, per* 
haps, never have been able to barft. If any one imagines I 
thought myfelf happy even at the period when Fortune ap- 
peared permanently attached to me, or that I deplore 
the lofs of her fplendid honours, he mufl be a total Uranger 
(0 the feelings of my heart!" 

F4 Whca 
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When this decayed beauty, this once feducing 
Pfyche had thus concluded her talc, flic was 
obliged to leave me. Her car was waiting for 
her, and we parted for ever. 



When we had fcparated from Bion and his 
amiable companion, Phanor would not fuffer me 
to fpeak of any other objedt than the too charming 
Pfyche, whom he fwore to love throughout the 
whole of his exiftence. " I remember," faid I, 
^' you fwore the fame to the beautiful Theano." 
— " Ah V cried he, ^' talk of her no more ; 
how infinitely fuperior is this divinity to that 
fickle and ungrateful coquette !"— ^*' True," re- 
turned I : *' flie may be fo to-day, becaufe ftie 
is your lad flame -, but we fliall foon, perhaps, 
meet with fome other beauty who will eclipfc the 

charms of thi^ enchanting feducer of your 
heart !" 

Thus we converfcd of Bion, of Lacidas, and 
of our amour$, till we arrived ac the celebrat^4 
tpwq vf Delphi, 
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CHAP LIV. 

^be Oracle of Delphi. — De/cription of the "Town 
and temple. — Trodigies.^^ Anecdotes. 

rpHE town of Delphi is fituated on the acclivity 
of Mount Parnaflus, where it has the ap- 
pearance of an amphitheatre. In the diftancc 
13 the temple of Apollo Pythius^ built on a 
mountain, which is covered with ftatucs of 
bronze, moftly plated with gold, whofe dazzling 
Iplendor refembles a mountain of fire. We learnt 
that the Pythia only prophefied once a month, 
pn certain days efteemed lucky and aufpicious *. 
We took up our abode in the houfe of a very 
pious and very credulous man, named Amyntor* 
He afiured us the oracles of Apollo were infalli- 
ble, and told us the ftory of Crcefus king of Ly- 
dia, who at the fame time fent perfons to Del- 
phi and to fix other oracles to inquire what hq was 
doing at 3ardis on a certain day and hour, that 

* At firft the Pythia prophefied once a year, namely^ on 
the feventh day of the firft month of fpriog, which was 
called Apollo's birth-day. Afterwards fhe wasinfpired once 
a month, though only on particular days, the reH being 
confidcred unfit for the exercife of her facred office* 

he 
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he might judge of their credibility by their an- 
fwcrs. That of Delphi replied as follows ; 

H» x^*^^^ I'** virsrpalGtii x^Tjtov ^ tvnrxi» He RODt« 

I count the fands; I meafare out the Tea* 
The dumb I hear> the iilent fpeak to ne. 
A tortoife and a lamb together feeth, 
Flac'd between brafs above and brafsbeneath. 

This anfwer being carried back to the king> 
he was very much ftruck with the omnifcicncc 
of the God^ and confeflfcd that on the day and at 
the hour appointed, wiftiing to do fomething very 
Angular and extraordinary, he had employed 
himfelf in boiling a tortcnfe and a lamb in a 
brazen kettle, with a cover of the fame metaK 
Another time the king confulted the oracle re- 
lative to the deftiny of his fon, a young man of 
otherwife promifing talents, but unfortunately 
dumb from his birth. The Pythia replied. 
Fool that thou arty wijh not to h^ar the voice of thy 
childy for when he jhall begin to f peaky thy misfor- 
tunes will commence. This prophecy proved too 
true. On the day when Sardis was taken, a fol- 
dier fell with fury, fword in hand, on Crcefus^ 
whOj dilheartencd with his ill-fortune> and dif- 

guftcd 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. J^ 

gufted with lifci made but a feeble refiflrancet 
On feeing his father in danger, the young prince 
was fo much terriBedj that making a grand effort 
to fpeak, he cried out, " Soldier ! kill not Crce- 
fus !" Thefe were his firft words; after which 
he enjoyed the faculty of fpeech during the re- 
mainder of his life. But the mod aftonifhing 
oracle was that relative to the deftruftion of the 
Gauls under the command of Brennus. That 
barbarous general, having made an irruption 
into Phocis, and beat the Grecian army, march- 
ed ftraight to Delphi j the inhabitants of which, 
alarmed at the impending danger, confulted the 
oracle, and received for anfwer, that they had no 
caufe to fear. In fadt fo it proved : for they 
fpccdily received fuccours, and gave battle to 
the enemy. At the moment of combat, Apollo 
manifefted his rage againft the barbarians, and 
the earth fhook beneath their feet, and threat- 
ened to fwallow up the whole camp. Lightcn- 
ings darted acrofs the darkened atmofphcre, and 
loud claps of thunder followed each other with 
increafing rapidity, and a dreadful crafh. It 
often fell among the enemy, and with a burning 
exhalation reduced both the foldiers and their 
arms to duft. The Greeks thought they beheld 
the angry forms of their ancient heroes riding 

in 
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in the air, animating the courage of the 
Dclphians, and fighting for them againft the 
, Gauls. The night was ftill more fatal : a very 
heavy fall of fnow occafioncd a moft rigorous 
cold, and as if all the elements confpired in their 
deftruftion, large fragments of rock detached 
from Mount Parnaffus fell upon their camp, and 
killed thirty or forty men at a time. The Phor 
cians took advantage of this diforder^ attacked 
them, and eafily put them to flight. 

Amyntor was fo fully convinced of the truth 
of thefe prodigies, that to have expreflfed the 
leaft doubt of the fafts he related, would have 
given him the moft fcrious offence. The 
morning after our arrival, he conducted us to 
the temple *. He told us on the way that the 
firft temple ereded to Apollo was formed of 
laurel branches cut from the plains of Tempe. 
and forming a kind of hut. To this fucceeded 
an edifice of copper, which was afterwards fwal- 
lowed up by the earth. At length the Am- 
phiftyons ordered it to be rc-built with ftone in 
its prcftnt form, by the architefts Agamedes and 
Trophonius. The approach to it confifts of 

* The temples of the ancients confined of a vafl walled in- 
clorure> within which were race grounds^ groves> pools of 
water, and fometimes a dwelling for the prieils^ befides the 
fan^uary, or temple itfelf, into the innermofl part of which 
(A^vToy or AtxKTo^ov) the priefls alone were admitted* 

four 
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four avenues of plane-trces, and the number 
of ftatiies that adorn it is immenfe. We found 
all the gods, demigods, and heroes of Greece 
executed by the greateft matters, while ftatues 
of Athletas, of horfes, and of viftories oc- 
cupy the remainder of this extenfive inclofure. 
Among thefe innumerable works of art we were 
chiefly (truck with the figures of Codrus and Mil- 
tiades. 

The temple is a fquare edifice of very fine 
ftone, one of the fides of which is appropriated 
to the refidcncc of the priefts, and in the centre 
is the fl:atue of Apollo. The entrance is of 
xnarble of Paros, over which is^ that celebrated 
infcription of the phflbfophcr Solon, Know 
thyjelf''. 

At the entrance of the temple are two marble 
fountains, one of which is called the fountain of 
Caftalis, whofe pure and refrcfliing waters rufli 
in foaming cafcades down the fides of the moun- 
tain. Thefe fountains fupply two capacious 
bafins, wherein the priefl:s, and thofe who are de- 
firous of confulting the oracle, wa(h and purify 
themfclves. The vcftibule is decorated with the 
jmoft precious piftures, and a great number of 
vafcs of every variety of form \ fome containing 
luftral water, while others are filled with mixtures 

of 
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of wine and watcx, for libations. The pious 
Amyntor pointed out to us fcveral fentenccs 
infcribed on the columnsj and among others^ Let 
no one enter unlefs bis hands are pure. " They 
mean /«//," faid Phanor, in a low whifper. 

As it was yet very early in the morning, we 
found no one in the temple, except a folicary 
prieft, who had charge of the building, and was 
fwecping it with a branch of laurel cut from the 
neighbourhood of the Caftalian fountain. ** One 
of the priefts,'* faid Amyntor, *^ rifes every 
morning with the fun, to perform this office : 
let us follow him. Do you fee him affixing 
thofe crowns of laurel to the doors, the walis» 
the altars, and tripods. Now he is drawing 
water in golden vefTels from the fountain of Caf- 
talis. Obfcrve him fprinkling the pavement, 
the walls, and the gates of the temple with the 
fame, laurel-branch," When he had performed 
all thefe offices, he took a bow and arrows, to 
kill the birds that perched on the roof of the 
building, and on the flatues that adorned the 
mountain. 

One of the priefb now accofted us, and offered 
us his fcrvices. We thanked him for his kind- 
nefs, and declined giving him any trouble ; till 
Amyntor whifpered that he was only doing 
his duty, as he was one of the officers ap- 
pointed 
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pcifitcd to (how the curiofities of the town, and 
the beauties of the temple, to flrangers. The 
treafures We faw in the latter were immenfe. 
Kings, princes, and private individuals, in all 
parts of the world, who confult the oracle, had 
contributed to enrich it with golden vafcs, tri- 
pods*, phials, ftatues, bowls, and ingots; and 
Phanor whifpercd to me, as we were obferving 
this profufion of riches, "What a fine fweep we 
might make here t ! The gods cannnpt have 
occafion for gold or filver: a little fmoke is all 
they want !"— " But the priefts,'* anfwercd I, 
*^ do not live upon fuch unfubftahtialfare." 

The prieft now pointed out to us fcveral 
figures on the pediment of the temple, repre- 
fenting Latona, Diana, Apollo, the Mufes, the 
fctting , fiin, Bacchus; and the Thyades. On 

* Tripod was a term applied to veiTels with three feet, «s 
the word imports. There were two kinds of pots or kettles 
called by that name» one ufed at entertainments for mixing 
wine and water, 'and the other for heating water. CckIIus 
has proved that of ApoUo to have been, not aveflel, but a 
taUe or feat, on which the Pythia leaned or fat : yet the Ro- 
mans feem to have fpoken of the tripod as a velTel, for they 
called it cortina, which fignified a cauldron or keltle. 

•)• ThU aimed prophetic fentence was fuliilled fome time 
after, when ^ Xerxes plundered the temple of a quantity of 
gold, amounting to more than two millions (terling. Sylla 
ftlfo robbed it of its treaitires, to pay his troops ; faying, he 
could not doubt of gaining the vi^ory, fince his army was 
paid by the gods themfeives. 

7 the 
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the capitals of the columns hung bucklers of* 
gold, the glorious monuments of the viftory of 
Marathon. «' That golden tripod/' faid he, 
" fupported by a dragon of fire, was confecratcd 
to Apollo jointly by all the inhabitants of Greece, 
after the famous battle of Plataeas. That wolf 
of bronze near the high altar is an ofiiring of 
the Delphians. A facrilegious villain having 
plundered the treafures of the temple, and con- 
cealed himfelf in the moft remote andfecrct part 
of Mount Parnaflus, fell afleep, and was torn in 
pieces by a wolf; after which the animal came 
every night into the city, and howled till morn- 
ing. This continual importunity feeming a fu- 
pernatural interpofition, fome of the inhabitants 
followed the wolf to its haunts, and found the 
treafure that had been ftolen. It was in com- 
memoration of this event that the ftatue you fee, 
was caft in bronze, and confecrated in the 
temple of Apollo. 

" That group,*' continued the prieft, " re- 
prefcnts Biton and Cleobis, the two Argian 
brothers, fo famous for their filial piety. The 
gods having granted them prodigious ftrength, 
they made a very uncommon ufe of it at the fefti- 
val of Juno, which was annually celebrated at 
Argos. Their mother Cydippe being prieftcfs 

of 
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of that goddefs^ was to be carried to the temple 
in a car drawn by oxen : but it was fo late^ owing 
to feme mifmanagemenr, before any oien could 
be procured, that the two brothers yoked them- 
felvcs to her car, and drew it above forty-five 
ftadia to the teitiple, amidfl the acclamations 
of the tnultitude, who received them with tranf- 
ports of joy and admirationi and congratulated 
this happy mother on being blefled with fuch 
pious children. Cydippe, weeping with tender- 
nefs and pleafure, advanced to the feet of the 

goddefs, and entreated her to reward the virtue 

« 

of her fons with the bcft-gift that could be 
granted to mortals. It happened, that after the 
facrifice and the feaft were ended, the two young 
men fell afleep in the temple. From this fleep 
they awoke no more j by which the goddefs 
ihewed that death is the mpft fortunate event 
"wc can experience. The Argives confidering 
Cle.obis and Biton as the peculiar favourites of 
the gods, caufed thefe ftatues to be made, and 
fent them to the temple of Apollo." 

While Amyntor and the prieft were thus de- 
fcribing the various objedljs before us, they re-r 
lated to us feveralof the miracles they had per- 
formed. One had moved its eyes ; another had 
fpoken ; a third had bowed its head \ a fourth 

VOL. II. d had 
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had rifen frqai its fitting pofhire^ and ftood upright 
during a whole hour. As I was contemplating one 
withoutcycs, " That," (aid the prieft, ^Msthefta- 
tue of a Spartan^ whole tjr!% fell out two or throe 
days before he died. — ^AU thefe prodigiesj" fkid 

he, '^ arc perfeAly authentic : a thouland eye* 
witnefles are ready to prove them.'* And At^yn* 
tor confirmed every thing the prieft ail^cd. 

We examined the flsatue of Apolb with the 
clofeft attendon and the moft lively pkafm^ ; 
for although it was of mafiy gold^ the value of 
the material was exceeded by the exquifitenefs of 
the workmanihip. 

The pried now explained to us the origin of 

the oracle. '^ Some goats," faid he^ ^' whp 

were browzing upon Mount Parnaflus happened 

to approach the mQgth of a large cavern, whence 
snephytic vapours ifluedj and being thereby 

thrown into convulfions> b<gan to dance and 
friik about, and to utter firange founds, as if they 
had been drunk. The goat-herd, who, obferv- 
ing this prodigy, had the ctiriofity to go and 
view the miraculous cavern, was immediately 
feizcd with a fimilar fit of madnefs ; and leaping 
and dancing about, with his face and body con- 
vullcd and diftorted, began to utter Itrange words 
deftituttf of ienfc. Thefe were carefully noted 

by 
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by thje heaj:ers> who found they were prophe- 
cies,, and therefore concluded the vapours of this 
myfteriou^ cave were a divine inspiration from 
the gods. Hence they built the temple over the 
aperture, ^ which is in the innermoft part of the 
fanftuary, and over it was placed the tripod on 
viKick the Pythia fits* 

** Come/' continued he, *' and fee the rock of- 
Hyampia, from which the celebrated M&p was 
thrown, whofe fables have rendered him fo fa« 
mous. Croefus had fent hini hither with a tret^ 
fure of gold, to make a nugnificent offb'ing to 
Apollo, md-diftribute four min^ to each of the 
Ptflpbiaos: but iEfop being diipleafed with 
Aem, offered up the iacrifice, and ient the 
money back to^Sardis. On this, the Delphiana 
were fo irritated, thac they accufed him of hav^ 
ing ftokn fonic of the facred veflels, and cofv* 

demned him to be thrown down the rock." 
The e vemng preceding the day when the ora^ 

cle Was to fpeak, the whole town re(bunded 
throughout the night with fongs of joy, and 
concerts of harmonious mufic ; and it was or^ 
dered, that on that (acred day none of the inha^ 
bitants'ihould eat any thing but cheefe and 
cakes of wheat flour. 

Very early in the morni&g we crowned our- 

ielves^with laurel, and holding in our hands f 

:> G 2 branchy 
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branch, twined round with a fillet of white wool, 
we afcended the hill with an immcnfc crowd of 
peeple, fottie to confult the oracle, while others 
were attrafted by curiofity or devotion. Each , 
of the inquirers brought a vi&im to be of- 
fered up by the priefts, naitiely, goats, fhee{>, 
and heifers. Ours was a yoling fteer. As we 
approached, we faw the laurel before the door 
tremble, and the temple itfelf (hook to its 
foundations -, thus announcing the e^traordinaiy 
prefence of the god. 

At the door of the edifice a prieft purified us 
with luftral water, after which we prefented our in- 
quiries in writing, and delivered him our victim. 
The facrificers , were adorned with facred fillets 
and garlands, their feet were bare> their hair 
loofe, and their flowing robes unbound with 
girdles. They^ killed the animal with a facred 
knife,- and infpe£ling the palpitating entrails/ 
djfclared j^he pmcn favourable. We were then 
intro4uff into a fmall chapel, where fwcetper- 
f^ipe? fud%nly fpread around us, >nd thus ari- 
Dpuncftdihc fiavour of the god i for the priefts af- 
fured JIS3 np one ever knew at what time thefc 
pdoucs would fttife* . 

Another pried then conduced us into the 
fandtuary, or rather the cavern, whence the pro- 
phetic vapour :c3thalied. Here the whole cir- 

) cumference 
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cumference was fo loaded with offeringSy* and 
the light fo obfcured by the perfumes^ the in- 
cenie^ and the emanations of the cavern^ that 
we could fcarccly difcern a finglc objeA. The 
tripod itf^lf was fhaded with branches of 
laurelj and covered with the (kin of the ferpent 
Python, The Pythia had prepared hcrfclf three 
days before by facriBceSj fadings, and puriBca'p 
tion. She had that morning bathed in the Caf- 
talian fountain, bad waflied her feet and hands, 
had drunk a quantity of the water, had fliaken the 
laurel, and chewed fome of its leaves, which were 
gathered in the neighbourhood of the foun* 
tain. When thefc cerenlonies were performed, 
(he entered thS fan6luary, attended by priefts 
and other holy perfons. She feemed a little thin, 
dry, gbaiUy, ilUdrefled woman, of about fixty 
years old, and of a deje6ted and melancholy air *• 
Her forehead was. bound round with a fillet, 
and her head crowned with laurel, of which Ihc 

* The Pythis were not admitted to their office till they 
had attained their fiftieth year. They were three in nnm- 
ber. and officiated by tarns, being ohofen from among the 
poorer and mor^ ignqrant claiTes. They were very fimply 
clothed « and were prohibited the nfe of eifences an4 per^ 
fomes. It was alfo requifite they fliould be born in lawful 
marriage* At firft virgins only were admitted :' but one 
of thqii having been violated by a Theflalian named £che- 
crates, they afterwards chofe women above fifty years of age^ 
who^ however, wore the habit of virgins. 

C3 ^* threw 
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threw a few leaves into the facrcd fire, together 
>nrith fomc barley flour.* Hfaving drunk Ibmc of 
the water that reveals future events, (tit ap- 
proached the tripod, but obftinatcly r^fuled.to 
place herfclf upon it tiU the priefts employed 
threats, and at length induced her to cOfnpiy by 
force. She then took her feat over the aper- 
ture, and placed herfelf in a favourable pofturfe 
for the prophetic vapour to have its full efl^eftf. 
She prefcntly began to be violently agitated, her 
countenance turned red, and fhe foamed at the 
mouth. Herinteftines fcemed to fwell, fhe tore 
her hair and her flclh, and uttered plaintive cries 
and dreadful groans. Thus overpowered by thi 

god, Ihe would have left the tripod, ' had ndt fhe 
two priefts held her on her feat. She then tore 
her veil and her fillet, and, fhrieking horribly, 
uttered fome words from the bottom of her belly, 
which the priefts eagerly liflened to and noted ; 
after which (he quitted her feat, exhaufted with 
fatigue, and almoft in a dying ftatc *. 

The facrificers now delivered us the anfwers 
of the oracle in writing. " Let us go," faid 
Phanors " my heart is finking' with horror! 
What barbarous monfters are thc(c priefts! 
That miferable Py thia is the viftim of their ava- 

• The office of Pythia was very dangerous. Several died 
in confequence of thcfe violent fyxnptoms, and others l^id 
\cry dangeroas illnelSea* 

^ ' rice 
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rice and cruelty/' Amyntor congratulated us 
on the ftvour of the gods^ ob(erving> that the 
entrails of the vidim were perfedly found and 
healthy. . " So much the better/* faid Phanor, 
<* for their minifters^ for they will moft probably 
fop the better ♦/' 

As foon as Amyntor had quitted us we opened 
bur anfwers. I had afked the oracle whether I 
fhould enjoy long life^ to which the anfwer was^ 
The grape is gathered before the ojive. Phanor 
was defirous to know whether he Ihould be for- 
tunate in marriage ; to which the oracle replied^ 
My fon^ the oxen are yoked together to open the 
earthy that the fields may bring forth their 

fruits. 

We were a long time f ndeavouring to dif* 
cover the meaning of thefe enigmas, but the god 
had concealed them in impenetrable obfcurity \ 
and we clearly perceived that the priefts did not 
compromife the veracity of the oracle by pro*- 
pfaeciA fo ambiguous. 

* The vittfiit were divided between the godt« their prtefif^ 
and thofe who prefented them. The part devoted to the 
god was conTnined by the flames ; that of the prieds formeet 
a branch of their emblament^ and the third part belonged to 
thofe who broBght the yidim* and who pioufly ate it with 
their friends, or Tent them portions of it. The Greeks con* 
fidered it as an aft of religion to take a piece of the meat 
Iroia thoTe wbQ were carrying it away to their hpmes. 

04 As 
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As we came down from the temple we met 
two lovcr$ in the prime of opening youth, and 
of interefting and beautiful countenances. The 
girl was leading a ihe-goat>. and her companion 
a iheep. On queftioning them relative to the 
objcft of their inquiry, they told us they were 
going to a(k whether they* fhguld do well to 
inarry. ^^ No doubt," faidl, "you love each 
other. P^-rr" Yes, moll tenderly,'.' they both at 
once replied.—" Why, then," continued I, 
^* are you afraid to be united together ?"— " Be- 
caufc," iaid they, " we are poor." — " But when 
you have given ^way your goat and your fheep," 
faid I, .".will you not be poorer ftill ?" — " That* 
is true," anfwcred they.—" Well," returned 
I, " keep your prefects to aflift you in houfe- 
keepings and fincc you love each other, confulf 
only the god of love, who will be moft favour-? 
able to thofe marriages that are contr^ded be- 
neath his aufpices." We confirmed our falutary 
advice by fome pecuniary prefcnts, and they re- 
turned fatisfied with the oracle we had delivered, 
and promifing to be married the veiy next morn- 

* No woman was admitted into this fati£luary> whatever 
night be her rank or her condition. The miniflers who fa* 
per intended the worship of Apollo were very numerous. 
There >yere prophets, who attended the Pythia when (he 
went to the fandtuary, and while (be fat on the tripod ; thefe 

adiipce4 
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the words (he uttered to the quefHons propofed, and 
received and conduced the ioqQirie8> being themfelves ander 
the command of a chief prophet;— poets, who put thefe ora- 
clei> firft delivered by the Pythia, and then adapted by the 
proph^ts> into verfe; five facrificers, who received and im- 
jnolated the vidims ; diviners^ who infpeded the entrails^ 
andobferved the notes and flights of birds, thence predid- 
ing fature events ^ prieft^/Tesy chofen from a number of 
widows^ to keep up tl^e facred fire, which burned night and 
daXf and was fed, not with oii^ bat with wood ; fubordinate 
iacrificerSv and attendants appointed for inferior o^ces con- 
mefled with the ceremonies and facrifices which their fupe- 
riors conduced; and laflly« moficians and heralds, who 
proclaimed the public feltivah ; and chorufes of boys and 
young jg;irls, who fang and danced at the ^rand feftival 
called Pythia. Fr. Ed. 

It is a vulgar error that the oracles ceafed on the publicadon 
of the'gofpel ; whereas, in fad, feme of them were fitent long 
l^efpre Chrift, and others continued till the fall of paganifin 
under Theodofius the Great, by whofe laws i( appears 
they delivered pre4idions as low as the year 3^8. Cicero 
lays they became dumb in proportion a#inen» growing Ida 
credulous* began to fufped them. to be mere impoftnres. 
Before him, Plutarch, among other reafons, attributes their 
cefiation to the forlorn ftate of Greece, ruined and defelated 
by wars ; for hence the fmallnefs of thd gains reduced the 
priefts to a fUte of poverty and contempt, which left thpm 
too bare to cover the fraud. 

This error is the offspring pf another, which is dill more 
abfurd ; namely, that the oracles were not fkilful impoflurea 
of praAical deceivers, but the genuine predi£Uons of the 
devil, who being vanquiihed t)y Cbri^, loft this prophetic 
faculty! T.N. 
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CHAP. LV. 

Letter from Lafibenia. 

t Ddphi I received a letter from Ijafthenia> 
CO the following effeft : 



«* Joy and prbfperity ! 
•* Tittle will tiever efface the delicious xi^ 
Inembrance of our loves. The happinefs that is 
paft difturbt the calm enjoyments of the prefent 
day. What a blank do the departed pleafures 
of mutual affe Aion leave in the heart ! My only 
tonfobtions are, alas ! thofe of phSofophy and 
firiendfiiip.-^But I will banifli thefe melancholy 
ideas, and talk of other iubjeds. 
: *< Apropos of friendfhip— 1 know not v«hether 
you will approve the corfduft of the philoibpher 
Abbaucus* The other day, being informed hisi 
lioufe was on fire, he fled to the afliftance of a 
friend who was on a vific with him, and negle&ed 
his wife and children, one Of whom perifhedin 
the flames. When he was afked the motives of 
his conduA, he replied, < A child may be re* 
|)laced, t>ut the lofs of a friepd is irreparable.' 

*< ) have 
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, ^ I have little to communicate oo the fubgeft 
of politics. « The people are ever die fame^ ai^ 
fuffer themfelves to be governed by the incriguis 
and flkttery of their demagogues. Formerljr the 
tvifdom of Solon^ by rendering them attentive to 
their daily occupations and their private intereft|» 
prevented them from lofing their time at thfe 
general afiemblies : but fince they have acqtured 

a right of vodng, they are always flocking 
thither, and keep away every man of property or 
diftindlion^ who (huns their meetings that he may 
jpot be expofed to infolts and humiliations ; while 
the lower claffes pafs great part of che day iii the, 
public Iquares, hearing the news, and liftening to 
the harangues of petty politicians. The people 
of Athens^ indeed, poflefs much fenfibility, but 
they have alfo a great fhare of ficklenefs, and 
are very diflipated, very carelefs, and very cre- 
dulous. At prefent they are in a ftate of fer^ 
mentadon and tumult, the inevitable conle- 
<|uences of a democratic government. As for 
me, I Yivit mylelf here in the country, and 
adopt the mayim of PythagoraSj, ' When the 
tempeft rages, worlhjp Echo *.' 

•' As 

^ After the generoas felf-devodon of Codras* the fe?en* 
teenth and laft king of Athens^ in compliance with an oradci^ 
Ifhich, m the war with die (leradidap, dedaredii vifiosy would 

attend 
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/* ** As I haVc no other news, I will Q)eak 6f our 
ij^ilofophcrs. You remember the cynic t rates. 
^By his wife Hipparchia he had two daughters^ 
who are juft now becoming marriagi^abie, and 
thcr^ore he has given them upoii trial, for a 
month, to two of his difciples ; after which time 
ihey may either marry or rejcft them as they 
plcafc. What do you think of this philofophical 
marriage-contraft ? 

^< You knew Protagoras. The magiftrates 
have at length refolved to bsmiih him, and 
burn his lad work, wherein he fays, ' I am not 
certain of the es^iflence of the gods. Among 
the reafons,' adds hc> *. which prevent me from 



attend the nation whofe king was killed in battle, the Athe- 
WfBA honoured him by a refolation, that no' king fhould again 
reign in Athens. T.N. 

That people, however, ffil) preH^rved the name and 
pllancooEi of a king : but it was the fecond Archon who en- 
joyed the >title« and his office was chiefly confined to pre- 
£ding over (acrifices and religious ceremonies. It was re- 
quired that his wife fhould be a citizen of the whole (>lood of 
Athens, and a virgin when married. The firfl archon was 
called '£«-»»vjEM(; l^ecaufe the year was diftinguifhed by his 
name. The third was called Polemarch* and the fix othera 
Thefmothetas. Fr, Ed. 

The fecond archon alfo had cognizance of difputes about 
inanimate things, and took an account of murder, whichhe 
sthrrtdi to the areopagites, among whom he h^d ^ yoic^^ 
but was obliged ;o lay aiide his crow|i diji^fix)^ the trial* 
T.N. / 

knowing 
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knofwing whether they really cxift are, the doubts 
entertained on the fubjefb, and the fliditnefs of 
hum^h liife/ 

*'' It is alio the opinion of this philofophcr, than: 
the foul is no other than thefertfes. • This is 
pure materialifm. What a cloud of darknels 
and uncertainty envelopes our exiftence and our 
nature ! When I afk myfclf Who am I ?- 
Whence am I ? Whither do I go ? what a pro- 
found', what an endlefs fubjeft of dilpute ahd 
contemplation darts up before me*! 

*« The college of priefts have rilcn againft 
Anaxagoras, whom you have heard ddclare that 
he had rather have a grain of wifdom than a 
ton of gold. Although he believes .in a fu- 
preme intelligence, who reduced Chaos into 
Order, they have accufed him of impiety and 
irreligion, and have condemned him to' death for 
contumacy. When his fentencc was announced 
to him, he anfwercd, with perfcfl indifference, 

• In the cloiftcr of the labbcy of St. Viftor, at Paris, it 
aa epitaph ^litteaby a oanon named Adam, on bimfelf, of 
which the f^^ents are traly philofophical ; 



* « 



«^ Undo faperbit homo ! cajas cohcepdii calpa, (vel ea/us,) 
Nafci poena> labor vita, necefle mori," 

By chance conceivM, with many a pang we're born. 
Our life is labour, and till death we moutn. ^ 

* Nature 
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' Nature has long ago pronounced that fenteoccr 
W mj judges as well as on myfelf/ 

" We have lately heard of the deadi of the 
celebrated Lais. This event is related In va- 
rious waysf fonoe averting thatil>e had accom- 
panied a &vourite youths called Hippoftratus^ 
into Theilaly, where the women of the placc^ 
jealous of her^ charms, and apprehenfive flie 
n^ight corrupt the fidelity of their huibands^ 
decoved her into the temple of Venus, and 
ftoned her to death i while others fay fhe ex- 
pired in the arms of her paramour, which to her, 
no doubt, was dying in the bed of honour. 
She was, however, in the decline of life, and eh« 
teringon its autumnal feafbn. It is faid (he had 
taken on herfelf the office of proxeneta, like the 
celebrated Athenian mule, who, when eighty 
years of age, and exempted from labour, after 
having long been ufeful to the republic, was fo 
averfe to.leading an idle or a ufelefs life, that fhe 
went before the chariots, animating and encou« 
raging the beafts that drew them. 

'< I know not whether you are acquainted witb 
an epigram of Plato, on Lais depofiting her 
mirror in the temple of Venus. It is as foUpws : 

Vcoos, 
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Veiitt9« takf ny votive glati» 

Since I am not what I \va9 ! . 

What from thia day I fball be» 

VeQtts, hiever let me fee. Paxoft* 



^^ Our fex, alas I know not hfow to ftlpport 
the approach of old age; Yet I ciAoot but 
think, reading and other occupations^ toge&ier 
i^kh die care of our healthy and the iriho- 
ceot and fimple pleafurea that are ftill within 
our reach^ may fijpply the fiiv^olous and tranfienfc 
Iplendor of youth and beauty. 

^ The philofopher Cleanthes has quitted th^ 
work! in a manner that has led fome men to ac* 
cule him of foUy ; while others confider it as aii 
aft of philofophtcal fortitude and wifdom. Hit 
phyfician having ordered him to diet himfclf foir 
the recovcfy of his health, and afterwards giving 
him leave to eat as ufual, he replied, * It is not 
worth while to begin life again ; and (ince I am oa 
the road, I will purfue it/ Thus he obftinately 

• ■ * 

xcfiifed all kinds of food, and ftarved himfclf to 
death. This Angular way of quitting life re- 
minds me of the death of Democritus. That 
philofopher, being fatigued with the infirmities of 
protrafted longevity, determined to ftarve him- 
' felf i when his fitter, being very much fliocked 
and alarmed at this refoliicioA, prevailed on him 
to defer his intentions till after the three great 

feafts 
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fcafts of Ceres. ^Through complajfance to her 
wifhes he confented to live a few days longer, 
a^d during that time fupported hinafelf on honey. 
"What a combination of virtues, of fingularides, 
and of pcrverfitics. do phildfophers exhibit !-^ 
Biit the prindpie Cf felf-love furnifhes a folution 
of them all. r . , 

4 

. ** This, my de^r Antenor, is all the news I have 
been able to cplle^):, or at lead all I h^ve thought 
worthy your notice, among the innumerable 
anecdotes that are every day fpringing ^ into mo* 
inf ntary exiftence, and circuladng throughout 
.Athens ; for idle people are always both inquifi- 
jtiyeapd talkative.— But what an omiQion! I 
have never mentioned the miraculous converfion 
of Polemon, one of thofe agreeable young liber- 
tines with whom Athens always fwarms, and 
who formerly placed his fupreme felicity in the 
frivolous gratifications of a life of idlenefs and 
pleafure. Though he had brilliant talents, he 
was far, very far, from imitating the wifdom or 
the tafte of Ejncurus and Ariftippus, who, 
though they do not defpife or profcribe fenfual 
enjoyments, confider them as only fubordinate to 
the acquifition of intelledual endowment^. What 
tnental happinefs; can that being enjoy,, whofe 
foul is wholly wrapped up in mere phyfical fenia*? 
tions, and whoj reduced to a blind, mechanical, 

4 organized 
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organ! fed automaton, is ignorant of the ^rt of 
multiplying his pleafures, and ennobling his 
gratifications with the illuminations of genius, 
and the endearments of delicate fenfibility ? 
The happinefs of fuch a being — I had al- 
hiofl; faid of fuch an inanimate m^fs of mat- 
ter, is the barren, uninterefting quietifm of an 
oyftcr. 

" But to return to Polemon— He had been 
palling the night in riot and drunkennefs at the 
houfe of Thai's the courtezan, till day furprifed 
them dill at table. He then went away, intoxi- 
cated with wine and love, with di (bevelled hair 
and trembling feet, his bofom bare, his bufkihs 
loofe, and his chaplet torn and difordered. In 
this condition, finding the fchool of Xcnocrates 
open, he walked in, and fat down. After hav- 
ing liftened fpr a few moments to the philofopher, 
he began to rally both him and his difciples, tell- 
ing him he would give all the morality, and all 
the fine maxims he was preaching, for a finglc 
glafs of Chi6s wine, or a kifs of the lovely 
Thai's. Xcnocrates took no notice of the inter- 
ruption, but proceeded to difcourfe on temper- 
ance and modefty. The gravity of the philofo- 
pher "abafhcd the petulance of the youthful li- 
bertine, and attradcd his attention more and 
more, till at length his feelings were affcded, 

VOL. II. H and 
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and he was afhatned of bis fituation. He was 
obfcrved by degrees to grow uneafy ; while bend- 
ing downwards, by ftealth, to adjuft his buflcins, 
he concealed his naked arms under his cloak, and 
tore his chaplet from his head. In (hort, he 
was fo ftruck with the eloquence of the acade- 
mician, and the force of his arguments, that 
from that moment he renounced the diffipated 
life he had led, and applied himfelf intenfely to 
thc-ftudyof philofophy. He now fubjcdls his 
c6ndu<fl to rules of fuch rigid auftbrity, tha the 
denies himfelf the ufe of wine, and drinks nothing 
but Water. He practices exertions of 6rmneis 
and fortitude ; and his advances are fb rapid, that 
having lately been bitten by a mad dog, . he was 
the only one that continued free from emotion, 
amidft a hundred perfons who were extremely 
alarmed. He now loves folitudeas much as^hc 
once delighted indiffipation, andhas completely 
reduced his philofophy to pradice ; for he fays 
it is far more important to a£l than to fpeculatc. 
He lives retired in a fmall garden, and his dif- 
ciples, of whom he has already fcveral, though 
only thirty years, old, have built little cottages 
around that inhabited by their mafter. 

" I have juft been informed that a lingular 
fcene is about to take place in the public fquare, 
which promifes to be amufing. I mud leave 

you 
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you for a moment^ and will preiently give you 
an account of it. Adieu, till I return. 

" 1 am come back, after being extremely di- 
verted.. But I muft firft defcribe the perfon 
who has thus entertained the public at his own 
expence. Since your departure, a comic poet, 
named Anaxandrides, is come to Athens. Se- 
veral of his plays have been fuccefsful, becaulc 
he has introduced amorous intrigues and hiftories 
of fedudions on the ftage ; an invention, the no- 
velty of which has procured him many admirers: 
but as he never corrects his works, you may 
eafily imagine how imperfeft they appear in 
reading. This author, however, is very angry at 
being criticifed, refifts every objedlion or remark 
with the keened rcfcntment, and prefumption 
and vanity are the leading features of his charac- 
ter. He afFeds a great deal of oftentatious 
pomp, and is particularly careful of the decoration 
of his hair. He wears a purple robe with gold 
fringe ; and as he is a tall man, and has the ad- 
vantage of a fine countenance and figure, he 
commands refpedt and deference. The fcene that 
has juft taken place will give you the be ft idea 
of the high tone he aflumes, and completes the 
features of his portrait. Having publicly an- 
nounced that he would read a comedy under 
the king's portico, to which every one flocked 

H 2 in 
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in crowds, he came magnificently drefled, 
riding on a very fine courfcr, and read his piece 
without difmounting. At firft he was heard 
with confiderable applaufe, while fclf-approbation 
was ftrongly marked in his own countenance : 
but towards the middle, perceiving figns of dif- 
pleafure in the audience, he felt his enjoyment 
difturbed, and cad a look of indignation at the 
people, who had the complaifance to remain 
lilcnt for a time ; till at length their murmurs 
having again wounded the delicate ears of 
this faftidious poet, he immediately tore his ma*- 
nufcript in pieces, and proudly retired, pacing 
majeftically acrofs the fquare, amidft the laughs, 
the hiffes, and the groans of the people. 

"Adieu, my dear friend ! My heart is incef- 
fantly occupied with thoughts of you, but my 
hand and my head begin to be exhaufted. The 
health of Ariftippus continues ftill to decline, 
but his diflblution advances without pain or vio- 
lence, and he fcems .to be playing, as it were, 
with death. He employs to the beft advantage 
the fmall portion of life that remains, but his 
indifference with regard to its termination does 
not diminifh my anxiety ; for the very idea of an 
eternal feparation is dreadful. Farewcl! May 
you be happy !'* 

This 
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This letter renewed my grief and the ardor of 
my paflion. I fank into a defponding melan- 
choly, and that languor and indifference which 
robbed my life of all its intcreft. Phanor ex- 
erted himfclf to diffipate my dejeftion by the 
gaiety of his manners, the tender expreffions of 
frienddiip, and the maxims of philofophy ; and 
(he better to diftraft my mind, he urged me to 
accelerate our departure for Laceda:mon. 

We how took leave of the pious Amyntor, 
who, I am convinced, was happy to purge his 
houfe of our prcfence. No doubt he purified 
it with great form and ceremony, for he con- 
fidered us as profane perfons, tainted with fo- 
phifm, and contaminated wich facrilegious im- 
piety. 



V 
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^keir departure for Lacedamon. — Tbey fajs 
through DauUs to Corinth j ond^embarMng with 
DiagoraSy arrive at Epidaurus, whence they 
enter Laconia, 

WE now fct off for the celebrated Sparta, 
whofe laws, cuftomsj and manners forni 
fo ftriking a rontraft with the reft of Greece, aq4 
cfpecially with thofe of Athens. 

Between Delphi and Daulis is the road called 
the Forked Way, once polluted with the blood 
of Laius, whofe fon CEdipus, never having known 
his father, had the misfortune to meet and kill 
him in a difpute, who ihould make way for the 
other. He was buried in the fame place, tOr 
gether with his charioteer, who fhared his fate | 
and fome fine large hewn ftones, heaped one 
upon another, are the only ornament of his 
tomjb^ which we fhuddered with horror as we 
approached. What dreadful ideas d^d this fatal 
hiftory recall to our minds ! 

Daulis is far from a populous place, but the 
inhabitants are confidered as the talleft and 

fiouteft; 
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{touted of the Phocians. It was in tha|: town 
tjiat Philomela and her fitter Procnc, having 
ipurdcred the offspring of the violation of the 
former by Tcreus, ferved him up to his father's 
table during the fcftival of Bacchus ; and when 
Tercus inquired for him, threw his head upon 
the table.' 

We there faw a temple, dedicated to Venus 
Urania, or the heavenly Venus. This goddefs is 
by no means the fame that iprang from the foam 
of the fea j for the former only ipfpirps thofe pure 
ideas, that fpiritual affedion, which elevate thp 
foul to the heavens, while the latter is confined 
to m^re fenfual gratification. In this temp)e> of 
which, we found feveral others in various parts of 
Greece, none but virgins ofHciatc. 

We now purfued our journey, travelling, as 
ufual, fometimes on foot and fometimes on horle- 

back, till we arrived at Corinth, full of life» 
health, and fpirits. 

This city (lands on an iftbmus, to which^ it 
gives its name, and which unices the Pelopon« 
nefus to the reft of Greece, Of this neck of 
land it occupies the centre;, and is ficuated about 
fixty ftadia from either fea, on the fummit of a 
hill. Among its principal curiofitics are the 
theatre^ and a ftadium or courfe of white mar- 

n 4 blc. 
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blc. The road kading to the temple of Nep- 
tune is decorated on one fide with ftatues of 
the Athletse who have gained the prize at the 
Ifthmian games ^ and on the other with pine- 
trees, regularly planted. The Corinthians have 
two portSj called Cenchreac and Lechasum, at the 
former of which we vifitcd the baths of Jielcn, 
where is a plentiful falt-fpring • of warm water> 
falling into the fea from the fummitof a rock. 

Corinth exhibits a great quantity of fine mo? 
numents. We particularly admired a foun- 
tainj at the top of which is a Neptune in 
bronze, and under his feet a dolphin, from 
which the water iflucs. This fountain is adorned 
with ftatues of Apollo, Venus, the two Mer- 
curies, and three of Jupiter, 

In the middle of the great fquare ftands a Mi- 
nerva of bronze, on a pedeftai adorned with 
baflb relievos reprefenting the Mufes. The 
fountain of Pyrene is alfo well dcferving the at- 
tention of travellers. The Corinthians relate 
that Pyrene, being inconfolablc for the death of 
her fon Ccnchreus, wept fuch a torrent of tears, 
that ihe was charged into a fountain, which ever 
after bore her name. It is of white marble, and 
is furrounded with fmall grottoes, whence the 
)vater falls into a capacious bafin. Near this 

ftand^ 
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flands an Apollo, furroundcd by a wall bread- 
high, whereon is painted the combat of Ulyfles 
with the fuitors of Penelope. 

Corinth is furniflied with a great number of 
public baths, and every corner of the city is de- 
corated with fountains : for the foil abounds in 
plentiful fprings. The citadel ftands on the 
fummit of a mountain that commands the city> 
the inhabitants of which arc 'very much de- 
voted to pleafure, and great patrons of the arts. 
Courtezans are there highly honoured and ef- 
teemed, being con fide red as priefteflcs of the 
goddefs Venus. To their interceffion was at- 
tributed the falvation of the republic, after the 
retreat of Xerxes ; and their countrymen ordered 
a painting of them to be executed, as the Athe- 
nians did of their generals after the battle of Mara- 
thon. The Corinthians, as well as the Athenians, 
are ftrongly prejudiced in favour of their country, 
and the latter affcrt that the gods difputed for 
the.poflcffion of Attica, while the former pretend 
that Phoebus and Neptune had a fimilar conteft 
for the territory they inhabit. 

From Corinth we embarked for Epidaurus, 
on board the fame veffel with Diagoras, fur- 
named the Athcid, whofc learned and ingenious 
converfation rendered our voyage extremely 
pleafant. tic related to us the circumftance 

that 
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that ioduced him to embrace Atheifm, which ' 
be publicly avows. A man having treacheroufl/ 
robbed him of one of his poems> and when 
profecuted for ihc theft, having fworn it to be 
bis own produ£tion, publilbed it as fuch> and 
thus obtained all the fame and advantage anting 
from it. " Till then," faid Diagoras, " I was 
a moft fuperftitious devotee ; but when 1 per- 
ceived that the thunder of Jupiter was inaAive, 
and fuf^red this villain to go wholly unpuniQied, 
I no longer believed that any gods really 
exift." 

Our voyage, which was at firft Icrene and 
happy, was at length disturbed by a fudden 
ftorm. The wind b],ew very hard, the waves 
n^e mounuin-high, and threatened every inftant 
to fwallow up our flender bark. Sailors, offi- 
cers, and paflcngers, all loudly invoked the gods 
oftheOceanj andNepcune, Thetis, and Ncreus, 
founded from every mouth. In the mean- 
bile Diagoras, Fhanor, and myfelf^ lay belide 
ch other without calling on any fupcrnalural 
i, and waiting with patience for our fate. Ac 
igth-the failors began to fay to each other 
at they dcfcrved to perilh forembarkingalong 
th an Atheift. Upon hearing this difcourfc, 
d perceiving they were refolvcd to throw Di- 
pras overboard, and perhaps ourfelves alfo, 
that 
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that philofopfaer^ whofe foul was inacceflibfe to 
lear> faid with a calm countenance, " Do not 
tliofe other (hips around us encounter the fame 
temped i Do you think I am alfo on board each 
of them? Come, come, my friends/' continued 
be, <' do not imagine the immortals are fubje6t 
to the little feelings of animofity and revenge. 
No doubt, however, there are many rogues oa 
board thofe ibips, whom, notwithftanding their 
crimes, they will fuffcr ftill to live/' This cod 
courage, this invaluable prefence of mind ap« 
pealed the crew and faved our lives *. 

Whea 

* Nearly a fimilar incident happened to the celebrated 
Leibnitz in the 17th century. As he was failing from Venice 
to Mftzzola in the Ferrarefe, a temped arifiog, and the 
failors knowing him to be a German^ and a heretic^ - talked 
together in Italian of throwing him into the fea to appeafe 
the Deity. The philofopher. however, Qnderfh)od them» 
and therefore* without appearing to notice their cod verfadon, 
took a roiary, and began to pray. This expedient faved his 
life. 

On the fatal day of the maflacre of St. Bartholomew, the 
celebrated Sally, then but twelve years old, was fuddenly 
awakened at three in the morning by the ringing of all the 
bells, and the confufed cries of the populacf. As foon as he 
hadlearnt the caufe of this tumult, he determined to take re- 
fuge in the college of fiourgogne, where he was purfuing his 
fludies. He therefore put on bis Hudent^s gown, and with 
a large church prayer-book under his arm according to the 
coftom of the Catholics, pafled through the ftreets, which 
fyere flowing with blood, while parties of ianadcs were every 

where 
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When we arrived at Epidaurus, Diagoras gave 
us additional proofs of his irreltgion and his 
wit. In a temple of Neptune, of which the walls 
were covered with votive piftures, prefented by 
perfons who had efcaped fhipwrcck, one of the 
priefts faid, " Can you now doubt of the power 
of the God ?"— « I do not fee,*' replied the phi- 
lofopher, " the prefents of thofe who have pe- 
riftied notwitbftanding their vows and their 
prayers/* Another time, wanting our dinner 
cooked, but having no wood, he found an old 
ftatue of Hercules, which he broke up, faying, 
*' This day (halt thou boil our pot, and that will 
be the laft of thy labours.*' This witticifm 
made us laugh during the whole fupper at the 
cxpcncc of the divinity to whofe ftatue wc 
were indebted for it. 

In the efFufion of happinefs and loquacity ex-^ 
cited by the animating cfFefts of wine, Diagoras 

told us, the Areopagus had fet a price upon him,' 

f — • 

where breaking into houfesj and crying Kill tbi huge- 
nets / kill the bugonoif. This horrid Aght, thefe barbarous 
€ries, increafed his alarm, and induced him to accelerate his 
fteps. Thrice he was flopped by the rioters, and thrice his 
prayer-book faved his life. Even the porter of the college 
refufed him admiflion ; but the head of the houfe, who was a 
worthy man, ordered the gate to be opened to him, and con- 
duced him to his own apartment, where two blood-thirfty 
prieib would have murdered him, but for the interpofin^ 
exertions of his kind protedlor. 

promifmg 
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promifing one talent for his head, or two for ap- 
prehending him alive. This intelligence dimi- 
niflied the pleafure we felt in his company, for 
we feared being involved in the fame profcrip- 
tion, and therefore, as foon as it was decent, wc 
parted from him. 

The town of Epidaurus is confecrated to -ffif- 
culapius ; for which the inhabitants aflign the 
following reafon : Coronis, the daughter of Phle- 
gyas, king of the Lapithse, and one of the 
greateft warriors of his time, was beloved by 
Apollo i when becoming pregnant, Ihc went to 
Epidaurus to conceal her fituation from her 
father, and be delivered of the child, whom ihc 
expofed on a mountain. A goat> however, 
gave him her milk, and the dog that tended the 
flock of Arefthanas watched over his preierva- 
tion. One day the goat- herd miffing both his goat 
and his dog, found them attending on the child, 
whom at firft he was going to carry away; but 
obferving his head furrounded with reiplendent 
rays of light, he concluded him to be a god, and 
(hewed his refpcdl by leaving him- untouched. 
A rumour was immediately fpread that a mira- 
culous child was born, who cured the Bck, and 

raifcd the dead *. 

The 

* Others (zy, that after bis union with Coronis^ Apollo 
fct a crow to watch her, and was foon informed that (he 

admitted 
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The wood that is confccratcd to ^fculaptas, 
is furrounded with large pofts, and within theic 
limits no man is fufFercd to die, nor any womart 
tabe delivered. Here every facrificc offered to 
the god muft be confumed. His ftatue is of 
gold and ivory, and is placed on a throne, holding ^ 
a (lick in one hand, and refting the other on the 
head of a fcrpent. Around die temple arc ft- 
vcral houfcs built for the reception of thofe who 
come to implore the aid of the god ; and on a 
great number of columns are infcribedthe names 
pf thofe who have been cured, together with 
the nature of their difbrders, and the treatment 
Aey underwent. Near the town is a wood, 
confecrated to Diana, where (he is reprcfented 
as a huntrefs. 

We continued our journey by land to Sparta ; 
health and exercife always giving us a hearty ap- 
petite, while our youthful checrfulnefs conftantly 
enlivened our journey. Phanor*s fpirits were in- 
exhauftible, excepting when he was in love; for 
at theft times his charadler and manners were 
wholly changed. While it laftcd, he ftemed to 
feed his paflion with fighs and lamentations; 



admitted the carefles of Ifchys^ upon which the god, in a fit 
of anger, deftroyed Coronis by lightning, but faved the in- 
fant, and gave him to be educated by Chiron, who tanght 
him the art of medicine. T. N. 

but 
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but fortunately for himfelf and his friends, thefe 
amorous fevers were of the intermittent kind : a 
fingle glance fet him on fire, and a fingle day's 
abfence extinguifhed the Same. His charming 
Theophania was now the fame objedi: of indif-* 
ference as his adorable Theano^^ and the waters 
of Lethe had banifhed them alike from his 
heart. He related to me, that at the age of 
fourteen, he had fallen defperately in love with 
a ftatue of Venus. Like another Pygmalion, he 
decorated her with flowers, fighed out his foul at 
her feet, addrefled her in the mod tender and 
empaOioned verfes, and was continually em« 
bracing her form : but one day, as he clafped 
her with too much ardor, the ftatue began to 
totter, and preiently falling upon him, had 
nearly killed him. By this incident his pafiioa 
was cured. 

We arrived very late at night at Helos, the in- 
habitants of which have been reduced to flavery 
by the Spartans, and are known by the name of 
Helotse. We quitted it very early the next 
morning, unable to ftay in a place which fcemed 
to be the very image of fcrvitude. When wc 
came to the mountains that command the £u- 
rotas, we faw a man wreftling very couragcoufly 
with an enormous wolf. We inflantly flew to his 
afliftancc, and fcreamed aloud, upon which the 

I animal 
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animal was frightened, let go his prey, and fled. I 
cxpeftedto find his advcrfary pale, trembling, and 
exhauftcd ; but on the contrary, he broke out 
into a rage, and was going to purfue his antago-* 
nift, had he not inftantly outftrippcd him. Wc 
perceived that he was covered with blood, and told 
him of it. *' A mere trifle," replied he, coldly, 
" I have only received two wounds." We rc- 
quefted him to let us drcfs them, to which he 
readily confented, and then aflced us whither 
wc were going. " Wc are Greeks/' faid 1, 
•' who arc eager .to be acquainted with Sparta, 
that celebrated city, which is fo jufl:ly called the 
eye of Greece." — " We will travel together,*' 
laid he. " I am a Spartan — my name is Demo- 
nax-— you fliall lodge with me. Formerly we 
received no ftrangcrs, but that is no longer fo." 
Wc accepted his ofi'er as laconically as he made 

it. 

Laconia is a country covered with mountains 
and hills, over which the paflTage is extremely 
difficult and ftcep ; but we fometimes paflTed 
through the mofl: charming valleys, whofc fmi- 
ling luxuriance made us forget the fatigue and 
labour of our journey. As wc advanced, wc 
fometimes met with rich tracks of country 
interfperfed with little hillocks. Demonax in- 
formed us thefe mounts were the work of men's 

hands, 
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hands, and contained the afhes of the moft dif* 
tinguifhed chiefs of the nation. We paffed the 

Eurotas at the fame fpot where Epaminondas 
croffed it at the head of 60,000 men, and 
our companion, with an appearance of recent 
irritation, pointed out the ravages with which 
that general had marked his progrefs to the 
very gates of Sparta. 

The Eurotas flows through groves of myrtle 
and of laurel, and the valley it traverfes is en*» 
riched with vineyards, gardens, olive-trees, 
villas of plane-trees, and Country houfcs. The 
water is covered with fw^ns of a dazzling white, 
proudly failing ill pompous majefty along its 
winding courfe. 

As we climbed a mountain, we had an addi* 
tional proof that happinefs often inhabits the re- 
mote and lonely cottage, and were convinced of 
the truth of Epicurus's maxim, " If you would 
wijh to be bappy, be obfcure *." 

* The maxim of Defcartes was'conformable to that of Ovid 
and Epicurus^ ** Bene qui latuit^ bene 'vixit^** he who lives ob- 
fcurely lives happily. He ofed alfo to fay, ** that it was 
fhocking that men fiiould die fo well known by others^ without 
having ever learnt to know themfclvcs.'* 
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CHAP. LVII. 

^hey reft thetnfelves at the Hou/e of a poor Wo- 
man. — Dejcription of her Manners and Mode 
of Life. — Hiftory of Alcander. 

npHE fun was now in the zenith, the parched 
earth almoft burned our feet, and we dragged 
ourfelves along our tedious path overwhelmed 
with heat and third. Demonax alone walked, 
fturdily on with intjefatigable perfeverance. At 
length we faw an old woman fitting by the road 
fide at the root of a trce^ and tending fome 
goats. She alked us to go into her cottage to 
reft ourfelves, and drink fome goats*-milk. 
This flic urged in fuch a friendly and prelTing 
manner that we accepted her invitation ; upoa 
which flie fliewed us the way, and brought us to 
her ruftic habitation. 

This little dwelling, which flood on the fide of 
a hill, copfiftcd of two rooms, and a ftable for her 
goats and chickens, the front being adorned 
with two. aged fig-trees, afibrding her both fruit 
and ftiade. Her figs, her vegetables, and her 
goats, together with a few bee-hives, conllituted 

her 



in CREECE aiTd A|tA. tt| 

her fimple riches, and Were all the dock of hcf 
limited domain. Like another Baucis fhe buGiy 
employed herfelf with all the agitation of an un- 
cxpefted feftival, and ferved us up a collation of 
milk, honey, and cheefe* Her table, which 
-was of ftone, ftood beneath one of the fig-trees, 
and fhe told us we were eating in the very fpot 
where Ihe had 6nce given king Agefilaus a break- 
faft. ^* How can that be ?** faid Demonajt, *^ it 
IS fevcnty-fix years fincc he died/'— -»" I kno\v 
not when he died," replied flie, " but I very 
well remember to have feen him here a great 
while ago* I remember him as if it were but 
yefterday. He was a deformed little man, and 
had by no means the^air of majefty i but when 
he fpoke it was eafy to fee he was a great man 
and a true Spartan."-—" In what year,*' faid 
Demonax, " did he pafs this way/*—*' I do 
not remember/* faid (he, " but you wilLfind it 
engraved on the ftonc on which you arc fitting." 
On looking at the infcription, Demonax found 
it to be eighty- fix years. I afked Theodora, for 
that was our hoftefs's name, how old ftie was 
at that time. " It was a twelve-month/' anfwered 
(he, " after I married, and about my one^and'l 
twentieth year.'*-^** Then you are a hundred 
and ftven years old ?" faid L *^ I know not,**^ 
returned flie, " how old I am, but I h^ve lived 

I a a very 
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a very long time upon the earth." We aH cx- 
prefled our wonder at her great kmgevity, and 
fliould have goeflcd her at moft to be eighty 
years old. Yet Ihc was in full po&ffion of all 
her faculties, walked firmly, and her back was 
fcarcely at all bent. As Die excited my corio- 
fity, I afkcd her feveral qucftions. " Do you 
live in this remote folitude," iaid I, "entirely 
alone ?"— " I have no companions/' flie replled> 
" but my goats and my dag. I have a grand- 
daughter, married, two ftadia further, wlio 
comes to fetch my cheefe and ray milk, and 
fells them in the town." — " How long," faid 
I, *' have you lived in this fpot?" — "Above 
eighty years," Ihe replied, " nor have I ever 
quitted it but once, when I went to Sparta."— 
*' On what do you live ?*' I enquired. — " On 
the milk of my goa:s," faid Ihe, " and the honey 
furnillied by ray beesj and what I do not ufc 
enables me fomctimes to give little prcfents to 
my great grand- children."— "And arc you con- 
tented and happy f" continued I ; "is there no- 
thing cKe you wi/li for ?"— " Yes," replied (he, 
^ I wi(h it may continue a long time yet to 
come i but I know we muft all die, and I am 
Ctfigncd to my fate, which will happen whenever 
Tcs Jupiter. It is faid there is a great 
evil and vexation in the world : I am 
foriy 
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Torry for it : why is it fo ? Surely Jupiter has it 
in his power to make us all happy : as for myfelf, 
I have no caufe to complain j I have never fuf- 
fered any illnefs, and have only experienced one 
misfortune ; I mean, when my brave hufband was 
killed. Alas ! I was then very young 1 but as- 
he died in defence of his country, that in fome 
meafure confoled me,'* Demonax a(ked her 
in what battle he fell. " At the fiege," faid 
fhe, '* of a great city then at enmity with 
Sparta, but I forget the name. The general, 
however, was called Lyfandcr." — " Then," faid 
our companion, " it muft have been at the fiege 
of Athens, which was carried on by Lyfandcr, a 
man of great talents, but very dangerous, on 
account of his ambition and his principles. He 
ufed to fay, that children were amufed with 
rattles, and men with words, that truth was 
better than falfehood, but they muft both be em- 
ployed as occafion may require.**-*-'*Didyoucver 
hear,*' faid I, ^* of the war of the Titans, of the 
deluge of Deucalion and Pyrrha, of the fiege of 
Troy, or of Agamemnon, Achilles, and Hc(5lor ?" 
— " No,'* replied (he i ** were they fhepherds,mu- 
ficians, or priefts ?"— " What is your opinion," 
faid I, " relative to the foul j do you think it is 
imnoortal, or that it dies with the bpdy ?"— »« In- 
deed," faid Ihe, " I never . thought about it. 

I 3 Alas J 
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Alas ! le was but laft month, I faw on? of my 
poor goats die, of whom I was very fond. | 
talked to ber a long time, but (he did not an-- 
fwer me, though flie ufcd to underftand me 
perfectly well. This furcly is a proof ihc was 
entirely dead.'*— ^^ But |you know,*' continued 
I, *^ that when we die, wc defcend into Tar-^ 
tarus, or go to the l^lyHan fields, according as 
our lives have been virtuous or vicious ?"-^" I 
have often heard fo,*' replied (he, " when I was 
young ; but I rcfpeft the gods, and do no harm 
to any one. On the contrary, I give fomc of 
my goats* milk to all who pafs this way ; and 
therefore what (hould I be afraid of?" — " Would 
you like," faid I, " to begin your life over again, 
-and pafs through the fame trials of fortitude, and 
the famp feries of events you have experienced ?'* 
.—" No doubt/' replied (he, « I would."— 
^' Then,'* returned I, ^* you arc perhaps the 
only rational being who cfver confcnted to fuch ^ 
propofal. In general wc are attached to life 
merely in hopes of meliorating our lot ; bqt we 
meet with too many thorns and brambles to wifli 
again to travel its rugged path.** 

As I drolled about the houfe I perceived 
the^ruins of an extenfive and magnificent edifice : 
Jarge fragments of ftone and marble, mouldering 
with time^ broken (hafts of columns, fallen en- 
tablatures^ 
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tablatures, cornices, and capitals. On aflcing 
Theodora to give us an account of thefe ancient 
ruins, which fecmed to proclaim the reign of 
luxury and opulence, " Yes," faid fhe, *' this 
humble cottage ftands on the very fpot once oc- 
cupied by a rich and magnificent palace. In my 
youth, how often have I heard the tale repeated ! 
but now my memory grows weak, and I forget 

every thing. At my age people think chiefly of 
themfelves, and of the care of their own life and 
health." Demonax faid, he could relate to us 
this ftory, which was well known by every 
Spartan. 

" When our great legiflator Lycurgus," faid 
he, " was defirous of reforming the government, 
and eftabliihing an equality of fortunes among the 
citizens of Sparta, the rich raifed a powerful 
fadlion againft him, at the head of which was a 
very opulent and ambitious man named Alcan- 
der, who ftirred up a part of the people againft 
Lycurgus, purfued him with a cudgel in his hand, 
ftruck him in the face^ and beat out one of his 
eyes. This infult to fo great a man re-animated 
his party j the people faw their error, and run- 
ning from one extreme to the contrary, fell upon 
Alcandcr, whom they were going to tear in 
pieces, had not Lycurgus himfelf, though bleed- 
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ing wich his wound, proteded hitn, by his en« 
treaties, againft the rage of this irritated people, 

" The proud Alcandcr could not endure to 
live in a city, whence luxury and pleafure were 
banifhed^ where the lowed citizen was his 
equal, and where the fenfe of reciprocaLobliga- 
tion was burdenfome to his mind. He retired, 
therefore, to this palace, which was fitted up and 
decorated with all the magnificence of the moft 
extravagant luxury, together with an only fon, 
three years old, and his wife, who was an amiable 
woman, poffeffed great fenfibility, and ufed all 
her endeavours to affuage his griefs, and render 
his retirement fupportable. 

" But neither her tenderncfs and afFeftion, the 
artlefs fmilcs and winning manners of his infant 
fon, nor the fwcct and tranquil f^renity of a 
rural life, could fofccn andconfole hisexafpcrated 
and haughty fpirit. Who but would have, been 
fupremely happy in this interefting fociety, in the 
bofom of Nature, and furrounded by the charms 
of the country ! But Alcander languilhed in in- 
difference and inaftivity, till at length he arofe, 
one night, tired of his exiftence, boiling with 
rage, and inebriated with the defire of re- 
venge. His wife waking, afked him, with great 
ftnfibility and terror, * Where are you going ? 

5 Why 
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Why do you leave mc ? If you have any gricft 
or anxieties, why notrepofc them in my bofom ? 
I will at lead endeavour to confolc you by parti- 
cipating them.* But Alcandcr anfwered her 
dryly, * Be not uncafy : I have no other griev- 
ance than that of not being able to fleep, and 
therefore am going to breathe a little frefli air/ 
He then went into a neighbouring room, where 
his fon was fleeping with his nurfe, took.hiai 
away, and wrote a note, which he left with a 
flave, ordering him to deliver it to his wife as 

foon as (he arofe. Look," continued Demo- 
nax, *« towards your left, at that high and fteep 
rock. To its fummit Alcander climbed, and 
thence threw himfclf with his child, on whom he 
fell, and thus put an end to both their lives. 

" At the break of day his wife arofe with fur- 
prife and anxiety at his not returning. The flave 
having delivered her the letter, Ihe opened it, 
palpitating with alarm, and read as follows: 
' I am now no longer in exiftence. Life is be- 
come odious to me, and I have quitted it. May 
my ungrateful country thus alfo perifli 1 I hate 
it too much t^ leave it my child, who, though 
born to enjoy the privileges of fortune, and the. 
higheft honours and diftindlions, has fallen to the 
rank of the meaneft citizen. Farewel, and be 
Confoled ; for though I once defcrved your 

companion,^ 
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cJdmpaflion, I now no longerncedit.' Having 
read this, fhc ran about, wild with dcfpair, arid 
frantic with grief and horror, to feek for the re- 
mains of her child and of her hulband^ perhaps 
with fome remaining hope of faving their lives -, 
rill at length (he came to the foot of the rock. 
What a dreadfol fcene! Alcandcr, with his 
head half open, and his body mutilated, was yet 
breathing, though wholly infenfible: but the 
child fcarcely retained even a human form. 
The wretched widow beheld them with a fixed 
eye; her heart feemed convulfed, her blood 
was frozen in her veins, and Ihe was wholly 
robbed of the power of fpeech. At length a 
deep figh c^mc from the bottom of her foul. It 
was her laft j for fhe fell, and expired upon her 
mangled child. ' 

" This melancholy cataftrophe was no Iboncr 
known at Sparta, than the fenate ordered the 
palace to be demolidied, as a memorable monu- 
ment of Alcander's unbounded pride, his traitor- 
ous ambition, and his deftruAive rage." 

Deimonax having concluded his tale, we took 
leave of our worthy hoftefs, whom, we called 
another Baucis, and embracing her, wiKhed her 
a long enjoyment of that life which to her was 
marked with the purity of innocence and the 
fcrcnity of happincfs. 

W? 
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We convcrfed, during the remaind4^r of our 
journey, on the charaderand^iodeoflifeofthift 
good woman^ who was viFtuous by inftiafti kind 
from fentiment^ believed in the gods through 
prejudice, was totally carekfs of the future, and 
happy as to the paft. Her pleafures were cir- 
cumfcribed, her enjoyments limited to a few of 
ihe mofl: Hmple and natural; gratiBcations, her 
ftudies and her fcience not extending beyond the 
c^re of her goats, and her ambition depending 
cm their proiperity ; unknowing and unknown by 
all mankind, yet perhaps the moil fortunate of 
all our race. She had mechanically purfued the 
mas^ims, and pradtifed the wifdom of our philo^ 
fophers. " No doubt," faid I to Phanor, " you 
admire the happy condition of this poor 
woman ?"— « Moft affuredly,** replied he.— 
" But would you," continued I, " exchange 
fituations with, her, and live exaftly as fhe does» 

in folitudc, unknown, by the world, ignorant, 

* 

and poor ? In (hort, would you confent to be 
happy oa the fame terms ?" — ^^ I know not," 
faid he. " I am afraid I fhould rcfufe the bar- 
ter.'*-^" And what," returned I, " is your 
reafon ?^'— ^" I know not," repeated he.— '^ I 
doubt," faid I, " the true anfwer will be found 
in your felf-love. You would think yourfclf 
abafed and degraded were you poor and deftitute 

of 
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of learning 5 and yet the firft and moft important 
fcicncc of mankind is that of happinefs. The 
great objeft of life is not to be an eloquent ora- 
tor, a fkilful poet, or a great captain, but to live 
happily/' — " I am of the fame opinion,*' faid 
Phanor ; " yet notwithftanding the voice of 
Reafon, no man of talents, perhaps, would envy 
the happinefs of this poor old woman, or confcnt 
to enjoy it." 

Demonax interrupted this converlation to 
point out to us the city of Sparta, which now 
appeared at a confiderable diftance in the bottom 
of the valley. While we were admiring its fitu- 
ation, he told us it was in no rcfpeft inferior to 
any city in the Peloponnefus, in refpeft to the 
agreeablenefs of its environs. *' We (hall have 
time enough,*' continued he, " to explore them, 
and I will be your myftagogue." He in- 
formed us I.ycurgus had divided Laconia into 
thirty thoufand portions, which he diftributed 
among the inhabitants, appropriating the nine 
thoufand (hares round the city to thofe who were 
true born Spartans. He conduced us through 
a labyrinth of groves ^nd gardens, decorated with 
innumerable emblems, infcriptions, and ftatues, 
in commemoration of mythological hiftory rela- 
tive to the adventures of Caftpr and Pollux, of 
Hyacinthus, Of Leda, and efpecially of Helen, 

whofc 
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whofc name was infcribcd on almoft every plane- 
tree, often accompanied with fome device or 
fentimcnt, as, Rejpeli me\ for I am the tree of 
Helen. " *Tis amid thefe charming fcenes," 
faid Demonax, " that the Spartan maids de- 
light to fing that celebrated fong compofed by 
Sappho, at fifteen years of age, beginning. 

Ah ! virgin bloom« ah ! whither art thou fled ? 

Thus ranging from garden to garden, and 
from bower to bower, we at length arrived at 
the city of Lacedasmon: but we faw neither 
walls nor barriers ; and when I aiked Demonax 
by what ramparts it was defended, **By the va- 
lour of our arms," he replied. The twilight 
was now lingering into night, and we refted our 
wearied limbs in the houfe of our hofpicable 
conductor. 
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CHAP. LVIIL 

Defer iption of the city of Lacedamon.^-^Drefs and 
manners of the inhabit ant s.^^^l'he Gymnajium.^^ 
Public meals j'^Robbery committed on Phdnor. 

inpHE next day we walked over the city, under 
. ' the guidance of our friendly hoft *'. 
The form of Laccd^mon is circular, arid is 
iiitcrfcfted with fevcral hills, being only forty- 
eight ftadia in circumference ; whereas Athens 
IS near a hundred. At that time it contained' 
only eight thoufand men able to bear arms. 

We were aftoniflied at finding the city of 
Sparta a mcri affemblagc of huts and fmall low 

* It is now called Mifitra> and the peninfula of the PeIo» 
ponnefusy in which it (lands, the Morea. Bat few remains 
of the ancient Sparta now exift. In the Placanifla and the 
Dromos are fome confufed heaps of ftones; and the former 
ilill produces plane-trees, from which its name is derived » 
The Jews have three fynagogues there, and the Caloyers, or 
nuns of La Panagia, a fine monaftery. The church is one 
of the handfomeft in the world, and the Turks have turned 
it into a mofque, near which is a magnificent hofpital. The 
Eurotas, on which it is (itnaited, is dill called the Bafilipotamo 
{jvulgb Vafilipotamo), a name of Greek extra£^lon, fignifying 
king of risers, and the city is celebrated for its beautiful 
womec and a fine fpeclesof dogs. 

houfes. 
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houfcs. When wc arrived in the public fquar^t 
" It is here/* faid Dctnonax, " that the fenatC) 
confifting of twenty-eight old men, and the 
council of the five Ephori, hold their meetings^*' 

From this fpot we proceeded to the fincft 
edifice in the city, the portico of the Pcrfians, 
thus named becaufe it was built with the fpoils 
taken from that nation. We there faw a great 
number of ftatues of white marble, placed on the 
tops of columns. *^ Thefe ftatuics," faid our 
hoft, *^ reprefcnt the leaders of the barbarian 
army. That," continued he, ** is Mardonius, 
who loft the battles of Marathon and Platseas ; 
and this is queen Artemifia, who fought fo cou* 
rageoufly for Xerxes at the battle of Salamis." 

Wc then vifited feveral temples, confccrated 
to Terra, Jupiter, Minerva, Neptune, Juno, 
and Apollo. Wc alfo faw a coloflal ftatue, which 
Dcmonax told us reprefented the people of La- 
cedaemon. A little farther was the temple of 
the Parc^i and near it ftood the tomb of 
Orcftes. 

We quitted the great fquare by the ftreet 
called the Courfe 5 fo called, becaufe Iparius, the 
father of Penelope, intending to marry his 
daughter, offered her, to him who Ihould excel 
his rivals in the Courlc, of which this ftreet was 

the 
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the fcene^ and where Ulyfles was the fuccefsful 
competitor. 

Wc now perceived an old temple on the fum- 
mit of a fmatl hilL Our guide told us it was de«- 
dicated to Venus. *' Its form and conftruftion," 
continued he, " are very fingular ; for in fa£t 
it condfts of two diftind temples, one placed 
upon the other. In the lower edifice, Morpho,*, 
or Venus the goddcfs of beauty, is worlhipped : 
but in the upper, VenUs, veiled and chained, 
as an image of the fidelity due from wives to 
their hufbands/* 

Demonax now condufted us to the Dromos, a 
place ufcd as a Courfe for the exercife of the 
youth, and including two gymnafia ; and a few 
paces from this fpot is an old ftatue of Hercules, 
at the feet of which they offer facrifices when 
they enter the age of virility. 

Beyond the Dromos, and near the ftatue, he 
(hewed us an oldhoufe, which had once been the 
refidence of Menelaus, the unfortunate hufband 
of the beautiful Helen. Sparta has no citadel 
like the Cadmea of Thebes, orLarilTa at Argos: 
her only local defence is a hill that commands 
the town. 

* Morpho fignifies form or xar' thx^n beauty. 

The, 
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iThe youths we met in our excurfions wore 
long beards, and their hair^ which was divided 
in two or three treffes, wantoned at full length 
upon their flionlders. They had very thick 
muftachios, which hung down to their bofomsj 
and in lieu of the long cloak of the Athenians^ 
they wore a very (hort caffock over their tunic, 
which in time of war is red, but always very 
ragged and dirty. A certain philofopher juffly 
named it the cloak of pride. , At this time they 
wore fandals on their feet j though one of the 
laws of Lycurgus profcribed the ufc of thofe 
luxunes. On their heads were caps in the 
form of a cone, and they walked filently and 
gravely along, fixing their eyes on the ground^ 
and hiding their hands beneath their cloaks *, or 
holding a flick, the end of which was hooked. 
The children we faw were without either Ihoes 
or flockings. " What a contraft," faid I toPha- 
nor, " do thefe people exhibit, when compared 
with the elegance and luxury of the Athenians ! 
How finking is the ruflicity of the Spartans, after 
beholding the effeminacy of your friend the 
bapta r* — " But I readily vanquifhed that vil- 
lain,'* returned he, " and it would not be fo 
ealy, perhaps, to beat thefe flout lads.*' We 
now perceived three young girls walking firmly 

♦ A manner of walking prefcribcd by that legiflator. T. N. 

V 
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and brifldy aJong. Th^jr were very tall, exhi- 
bited all the Fofy brilliancy of vigorous health; 
and were formed to be riiodels for the painterand 
the ftatuary. They pafTed clofe to us, having 
immenfe hats made of reeds from the Eurotas, 
and their clothes, which were very fliort, dif- 
covered the beautiful fhape of their legs.-— - 
*^ Thefe,** faid I to Dertionax, *' are three very 
fine women."—" Yet they do not fufpeft it 
themfelves," faid he. " The women of Athens,*' 
continued our condudlor, "are very jealous of 
tbofe of Lacedaemon, and imagine themfelves 
more beautiful, becaufe they have the art of con- 
cealing their defcds beneath the elegance of their 
apparel *.'*—" That, however, of the Athenian 
women," replied I, " is more decent." — " But 
our young women," anfwered he, " are fuffl- 
ciently veiled by their modefty. Virtue is their 
protcftion and their drels. That of our married 
women, indeed, is regulated with the greateft 
precifion : but our maidens would not have the 
proper ufe of their limbs were they equally con- 
fined. They learn to dance, to wrcftle, to run 

* A woman of Athens happening to meet one of her owa 
fex« who was a native of Sparta, they both indantly turned 
away their heads ; the former, becaufe ihe could not bear 
the fmell of butter exhaled by the Lacedaemonian, and the 
latter, becaufe equally difgufted with the perfumes of the 
AtheniaD. 

m 
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in the ftadium^ and to throw the difk and the 
javelin. They are habituated to thcfe exercifes 
to ftrtfngthen their bodies, open their chefts, and 
qualify them to give healthy and robuft children 
to their coMntry. For the fame purpofe wc 
have fome iblemn feftivals, where they dance 
naked."—" And can we," interrupted Phanor, 
^« attend thefe exercifes ?" — " Yes," replied 
Demonax, " provided you are married." I 
was going to fay we were neither of us fo fortu- 
nate, but Phanor prevented me by afluring him 
we were both married. " In that cafe," returned 
Demonax, " I will conduft you thither to-- 



morrow." 



Our hoA kept his word, and accompanied us, 
very early in the morning, to the Platanifta, 
^hich is a plain on the banks of the Eurotas, 
ihaded by the findft plane-trees. ^^ It was in 
the meadows of the Platanon," faid our guide, 
" that the flowers were gathered for the garland 
that adorned the beautiful Helen on the day of 
her nuptials. There the youth aflcmble for all 
iinds of exercifes. Two avenues of trees lead 
to it; and at the extremity of the one is a ftatue 
of Hercules, (jgnifying that flrength overcomes 
every thing ; , and at the other, a Ly curgus, as an 
emblem of the law, which is the great bond of 
mankind." 

K 2 Here 
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Here we were fhown to fomc ftonc feats, 
rifing above each other ; and upon a fignal given, 
we faw forty young women, of, a fine flender 
fhape, come in^ with tunics open on each fide, 
an^ extending no lower than the knee. Their 
arms and legs were uncovered, and a crown of 
laurel bound their hair. They advanced to 
the middle of the fl:adium, where they divided 
into two bands ; and upon a fecond fignal the 
two troops boldly approached each other, fud- 
denly halted, and then as fuddenly each athleta 
ruftied upon her adverfary. They feized each 
other, intertwined their arms and their legs to- 
gether, then yielded by turns, then preffed for- 
ward, again receded^ and again advanced i 
fometimes tottering and ready to fall, but foon 
recovering their poife, and returning to the 
charge ; while their light airy tunic fluttered in 
the wind, and difplayed their elegantly-attraftivc 
forms. Phanor fcemed wholly abforbed in at- 
tending to the conteft, and particularly fixed his 
eyes on the couple who were matched as the 
ftrongeft, and at the fame time were the moft 
beautiful of the combatants. " What lovely 
fhapes !" he whifpered fofcly : " what fafcinating 
charms ! But with what apathy thefe Spartan 
ftatues behold them !"— <' You are, perhaps, not 

quite 
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quite fo infenfible/' faid I.—*' No, by Venus !" 
cried he i "I fcarccly know where I am."— 
" Endeavour, at leaft/' faid I, " to conceal your 
juvenile emotions, and imitate my gravity.'** 
Again he pulled my arm, - exclaiming, with ad- 
miration, at the beauty of the Spartan maids. 
The couple we had been particularly obferving 
now fell upon the arena, one upon the other. 
The combatant that was uppcrmoft almoft 
equalled Venus herfclf in the luxurious elegance 
of her charms. Phanor again importuned me 
with the raptures of admiration : but I re- 
quefted him to be filcnt, as we feemed to be 
noticed. We therefore caft our eyes down- 
wards, and refumcd our gravity. The lovely 
obje6b we were contemplating was the beautiful, 
the celebrated Afpafia, who at length bore off the 
prize of ftrength, and defervcd to receive that 
of beauty alfo. During this exercife 1 obfcrved 
that the young women attacked the young men, 
fomctimes with the moft fpiritcd raillery, and 
fomctimes with epigrams s while others eulogifcd 
thofe to whom they were attached, or recited fon- 
nets in their praife ; thus inflaming their courage, 
and awakening thejealoufy of their companions. 
When the wrcftling was finiftied, the fame 
young women prepared for the pcdeftrian race. 
Twenty of thejn having ranged thcmfclvcs in^ 

K 3 row 
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row behind an extended cordj the (ignal was 
given by tnufical inftrumentSj upon which the 
cord M\, and the heroines ruihed forward. A 
cloud of duft arofe as they fleW along the plain, 
while Phanor, raviflied with delight, purfued, 
with eager eyes, the lightly -bounding and fwifc- 
footed Afpafia, for whom he poured forth the 
moft ardent vows. His vows were heard i for 
already (he outftripped her competitors, and, 
like the unequalled Atalanta, her feet fcarcely 
touched the earth. She foon darted from the 
reft, and reached the goal amidft the loud 
and animated acclamations of the fpcclators, who 
all exulted in her vidlory. One of the ephori 
now advancing, placed a crown of wild olive 
upon her head, and we beheld the lovely cheeks 
of the beautiful Afpafia afTume the deepeft hue 
of crimfon : for (he was overpowered with the 
confufion with which modefty receives the meed 
of pre-eminent excellence, and obtains univerfal 
diftindion and applaufe, 

Thefc gymnaftic games difturbed the head 
and heart of Phanor, who was wholly unable to 
fleep. Throughout the night the beautiful form 
of Afpifia danced before his eyes or eluded his , 
longing arms, and difplayed her lovely fliape, 
her unequalled fwiftncfs, or her luxurious and 
fafcinating charms, with which he already con* 

feflfed 
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fcfled l>imfelf to be dcfperatcly in love. When 
I reminded him pf the beautiful TheanOj and 
the adorable Thcophania, « P^ftiaw !" cried he, 
" neither Theophania nor Theano can be com- 
pared with this accomplifticd Spartan maid." 

A few days after we accompanied Demonax to 
one of the public meals calls Pbiditia, where, he 
informed us, the kings, the ephori, and the 
citizens ate in common. " Every one,** faid 
he, " brings a bufliel of flour per month, to- 
gether with eighteen meafurcs of wine, five 
pounds of cheefe, two and a half of figs, and a 
little iron money to buy meat. The fcenes of 
thcfe meals," continued he, " are large halls, 
where fifteen perfons fit down at each table. On 
entering one of thefe edifices, we met a Spartan, 
the mod ancient of the company, who re- 
minded every one, as he entered, that nothing 
he heard there muft pafs that way — pointing at 
the fame time to the door. 

Thofe who fat at one table took no notice of 
thofe at the others; and no one can be admitted 
to any without the unanimous confent of the 
guefts ; for when any one is propofed, each indi- 
vidual of the mefs throws a little ball, formed of 
crumb of bread, into a bafin, which a fcrvant 
carries round the table on his head, when a 
finglc ball being flattened between the finger and 

K 4 thumb. 
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thumb, is fufficient to exclude the candidate. Sec-* 
ing a young man, who was very lame, come in, 
and exprefling my furprife, Demonax informed 
me he was the only cripple in the country. " He 
has been wounded,*' faid he, " in battle, and 
his mother endeavoured to confole him for his 
niisfortune by telling him he could not take a 
fingle ftep without a memorial of his valour." 
At thefe meals, contrary to the cuftom of other 
nations, the Spartans fit on wooden benches, and 
are ferved with black broth and boiled pork in- 
equal portions*. Phanor whifpered to me, 
« What a wretched dinner!" — " But,** re- 
plied I, " it feems to be feafoncd by appe- 
tite J for fee how heartily they cat !" Wc 
alked Demonax whether this was their daily 
fare : ^^ Yes," replied he, " except that fome- 
times they have game and fifh j and when good 

* This black brpth was ^lade with the gravy fqneezed 
from a piece of pork, and feafoncd with fait and vinegar. 
Plutarch fays they had another kind of foup> made with eelsj, 
which they called white pottage. 

At length, ho\^ever, the iimp)idty of thefe feftivals yielded 
to the introdudlion of luxuries, and the rooft exquifite difh^s 
were ferved up> accompanied with the moil precious per- 
fumes, and deferts confining of the mod delicate rarities. 
The cuihions and covers of (heir couches were iluiFed with the 
fwan-down of Amyclae, and were fo loaded with embroidery* 
and fo richly decorated, that ilrangers were fearful of uliqg 
^hem. 
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cheer is wanting^ their meals are animated with 
gaiety and humour/' As I was exprefling my 
admiration of this inftitution to Demonax, he 
direfted my attention to the ftatue of the god of 
Laughter, which flood in the centre of the hall. 
*' Lycurgus placed it there," faid he, '* as a pre- 
cept to the company to indulge in the innocent 
enjoyments of exhilarating mirth." 

On inquiring whether the Lacedasmojiians did 
not fomecimes cat at home : " It is only al- 
lowed," faid Dcmonax, when they return too 
late from hunting the wolf, or when they offer 

facrifices to the gods at their own houfes; in 
which cafes they fend a part of the game they 

take, or the firft fruits of their facrifices, to their 
companions of the fame table. When king 
Agis arrived in triumph from the army, being 
dcfirous of fupping at home, he fent hither for 
his portion, which the polemarchs rcfufed. This 
fo irritated the king, that the next day he waved 
the facfifice cuftomarily offered to the gods after 
g viftorious campaign 5 in confcquence of which 
thofe magiftrates condemned him to pay d, 
fine." . 

Two of the flaves called Helotse were now in- 
troduced into the hall. A large cup of wine 
being offered to each of them, they took a hearty 
draughty after which they rcfufed the cups that 

were 
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were prtfented them, till the old men who 
prefidedat the tables compeUed them to drink, 
and made them completely drunk. As foon as 
they were aflfedcd with the fumes of the liquor, 
and, beginning to ftagger, betrayed the diforder 
of their reafon by the abfurdity of their dif- 
courfe, .they were led round the hall, and or- 
dered to fing foolifti and libidinous fongs, being 
forbidden to utter any others. They were then 
let to dance, and made to place themfelves in the 
moft ridiculous and indecent attitudes. To us 
this fight was highly difguftin^, and excited our 
wonder and commifc ration. I aflced Demonax 
the reafon of it, and he replied, " We exhibit 
thefe objcfls, from time to time, to our youth, 
to fliow them the deformity of vice, and the 
horrid efFefts of drunkennefs and debauchery." 
— " By Bacchus, then,** exclaimed Phanor, 
•' drink, and you will be more indulgent." 

Several of the younger difciples alfo attended, 
but merely as fpeftators, and were not allowed 
to fit down. " Thefe youths,*' faid Demonax, 
"come here to acquire the art of converfation, 
the Tallies of wit, and the leflfons of wifdpm.** 
While he was faying this, Phanor obferved one 
of them dealing fome fruit, which he concealed 
in his bofom : " Sec,*' faid he to me, *' how 
that little rogue improves by the lefllbns of wif- 

dom r* 
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dom !"— " Silence !" faid I i «' if you betray 
him he will be ruined." He inftantly perceived 
that he had himfelf been robbed of two very fine 
partridges which he had bought for our fupper, 
and was carrying in his pocket ; for he was noc 
partial either to black broth or bbUed pork* A 
jfew days before^ at the Gymnafium^ he had in 
like manner loft a leveret which he had killed in 
huntings and concealed under his coat. In the 
iirft emotion of vexation and difappointment at 
the lofs of his birds he complained of it to De- 
monax, faying, he did not conceive that in fuch 
a company of the grave and the wife he muft 
watch his pockets, and miftruft his neighbours, 
as if he were among thieves. Upon this Demo«- 
nax burft into a loud laugh, exclaiming, that he 
would cordially embrace the perpetrator of this 
theft, and doubted not it was the fame who had 
fo dexteroufly ftolen the leveret. " You know 
him, then ?" faid Phanor.— <^ Perfeftly well," 
replied Demonaxi "Did you not fee a tali 
young man, who featcd himfelf between you 
and me ? He is my nephew, and is a very 
clever lad. He made a prefent of your leveret 
to his miftrefs, and probably your partridges will 
Ihare the feme face.". — " And this," faid Phanor, 
*^ you confider as a piece of pleafantry ? By 
Juno, I pity you for having fuch a hopeful rela- 
tion!'* 
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tion !"— " Why fo ?" returned Demonax : " I 
am quite proud of him. He is a brave youth, 
and a true Spartan, and is univerfally efleemed. 
You are ignorant, perhaps, that this kind of rob- 
bery is authorized^ by a law of Lycurgus ?" — 
*^ We live here, then,*' exclaimed Phanor, " as 
in the midft of a lawlefs foreft ? By Hercules, 
I will have my revenge, and rob in my turn '/' 
*' If fo," replied Demonax, " I advife you at 
lead to do it neatly and fkilfully i for if you are 
caught in the faft, you will be puniftied for your 
awkwardnefs." — " Befides," continued Phanor, 
*' what have you to be robbed of ? Some 
wooden fpoons, your fandals, and a few iron 
oboli!" — ** You muft not be furprifed, how- 
ever," refumed Demonax, " at the principle of 
this law; for it is calculated to form our 
youth—-"—'* Yes," faid Phanor, " to robbery 
and plunder.'* — *'Far from it," replied our 
friend; "it forms them to vigilance and the 
arts of wan"—" My dear friend," faid Phanor 
tp me, as foon as we were alone, " this proud 
city of Lacedsmon is a horde of fools, of 
thieves, and of barbarians. They have very bad 
cheer, are very ill-lodged, and/ob us at every 
turn. What a fcene of idlencfs and infipidity ! 
The arts and fciences are banifhed, and their 
diaic£t is as harih and difguiling as their man^ 

ncrs. 



IN GREECE AKD ASIA. 14k 

ners. Thefe great ignorant boobies are walking 
about the whole day in the fquare, without di- 
refting their thoughts to any ufcful purpofe, or 
at bed, wafting them on projedls of conqueft 
and of war. Here is not one objedt worthy the 
attention of a traveller, except the beautiful form 
of the women. But I do not like to be duped ; 
and if I can be revenged of this nephew of Dc- 
monax, who feafts at my cxpence, certainly I will 
not fufFer the opportunity to cfcapc.** 
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^ CHAP LIX. 

Accident at the len^le of Diajia.~-Exerci/es of the 
young people. — A delivery, ^-'Famous leaps,—' 
Anecdotes, 

AcALAMiTTi which had nearly cofl: us our 
lives, added to the difguft of Phanor at 
the city of Laced£emon. One day, when a grand 
folemnity was to take place in the temple of 
Diana, it caught Bre. The flames fpread with 
rapidity, and we faw three women, with torches 
in their hands, endeavouring to increafe their 
rage. On the alarm being fpread, the people 
ruflied with impetuofity to the gate ; and the 
fcreams of thofe who were half ftifled with the 
preflbre of the croud, or fearful of being trodden 
under foot, added to the confufion of the fcene ; 
while the terror, the defpair, and the clamour 
of the women filled our fouls with horror, and 
made us almoft infcnfible to the danger that 
furrounded us. In the meanwhile we were bornfr 
ilong by the croud, and feparated from each 
other, till at length I found myfelf in the court 
before the temple, violently bruifcd, and almoft 
7 torn 



m 6R££CB AND ASIA. 143 

torn m pieces. The ephori, who were prefcnc 
in their places, immediately ordered the three 
furies by whom this outrage was committed, 
to be feized, while, ftill hurrying with rage 
and defpair, they communicated the fire to aH 
parts of the temple. I now rejoined Phanor, 
who, ftill more maltreated than myfclfi curied 
the feftival, the Lacedasmonians, and all the 
country. At length the fire was fubdued, and 
the three incendiaries brought to the great 
fquare. They were a mother and two moft 
lovely daughters, whofe charms were rather en- 
hanced than eclipfcd by the wild diforder of their 
drefs, and the flowing loofenefs of their hair. 

The mother, whofe name was Dcmocrite, full 
of rage and fury, exhorted her daughters to con- 
ftancy and firmnefs, and to contemn the torments 
that might await them. One of the ephori hav- 
ing upbraided her for her crime, ^' No,*' an- 
fwered fhe, " it is not I that am the criminal. 
I revenge the injured Alcippus, my hulband, 
and the father of thefe children, whom you have 
baniihed without juO: caufe, and have forbidden 
us to accompany him in his exile. We have 
been condemned to fliame, mifery, and humili- 
ation : but I avenge myfclf of your injuftice and 
cruelty 5 and my only grief is at being unable to 
crufh you beneath the ruins of your temple. 

' Go, 
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Go, barbarians ! I am not bafe enough to heg 
for life at your hands." Thus faying, (he drew 
forth a poniard, her daughters followed her ex- 
ample, and all three at once plunged them in 
their bofoms in the prcfence of the aflcmbly, 
who were rooted to the ground with horror and 
amazement. Thus they fell, weltering in their 

blood, into each other's arms, while the ex- 
piring Democrite called upon Nemefis and Ate *, 

devoting her unjuft and ungrateful country to 
Pluto, to the Furies, and to the gods who punifli 
the wicked. This fccne of horror filled the whole 
city with confternation j while the unparalleled 
courage and energy of the three incendiaries ex- 
cited univerfal pity and admiration. 

Demonax now informed us of a combat that 
was to take place at the Flatanifta, between the 
youth of Lacedgemon. " Yefterday," faid he, 
**'they divided in two trpops, and facrificed a 
little dog to Mars, as the moft courageous of 
domeftic animals. After this they fet two tame 

* Ate was the daughter of Japiter> and the Goddefs of Evil. 
.She rai fed fuch jealoufy and feditioa among the gods, that 
Jupiter feized her by the hair, and baniihing her for ever from 
heaven^ fent her to dwell upon the earth, where ihe revenged 
herfelf by exciting mankind to wickednefs and ftrife. She 
traverfed the globe with incredible rapidity, while the 
Prayers limped after her, ftriving in vsdn to repair the mif- 
chiefs fhe occafioned. 

boars 
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DOars to fight, arid each pirty took the warmcft 
intcreft in their champion. In the courfe of the 
night/' continued he, " they have been drawing 
lots to determine by which bridge dach troop 
fhould enter the Platanifta* It is noon, and chat 
is the time appointed for the combat. Let us 
go and fee it." We arrived at the moment when 
the fignal was given. Immediately each party 
riiflied upon the other, and fought both with 
their fifts and 'their feet, biting with all thcif 
ftrength, and endeavouring to tear out each 
other's eyes ; fometimfcs in platoons, fometimes. 
body to body ; each troop exerting their utmoft 
efforts to drive the other back, and force them 
into the Eurotas. In this ftrugglc, a youth of 
an uncommonly pleafing arid attra£live counte-^ 
nance fell beneath his vigorous antagonift, and 
broke his thigh. This accident, however, 
fecmed to make no imprcffion on the reft. The 
wounded combatant was carried off, and the 
games proceeded as before, Phanor was indig- 
nant at this ferocious infenfibility, and exclaim- 
ed, " Let us be gone ! Thefe people arc 
more favage than the Thracians ! Befides," 
cpntinucd he, " this is far from being fo intereft- 
ing a fight as that of the young women. I enjoy 
no exhibitions but thofe of the beautiful Afpafia^ 
My dear friend, that lovely girl has robbed mc 
vot. lu L of 
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of my peace, and every moment difturbs my re- 
pole. This morning (he pafled me in a ftiort 
petticoat, and ftraw hat, Gods ! what a charm- 
ing ihape I I was following her, and would 
have accofted her, but (he fccmed to difcover 
my dcfign, and fled from wc with the rapidity 

of the doc* By Pollux, I would marry her in- 
ftantly with all my foul l" — " Perhaps fo,** 
faid I : ** but the laws of the country forbid. 
You have not the hponour of* being born at 
Spartii ; and befides, it would be impoflible to 
marry all the fine women you happen to admire/* 
He aflented to my reafoning, and rduftamly 
yielded to his fate. 

The next day we went to the lodging-houfe 
of the children^ who fleep in cxtenfivc dor- 
mitories, on beds of reeds, which in winter are 
covered with thiftle-down. Demonax informed 
us, that at fevcn years of age they quit-ted their 
paternal roof, and were removed to a kind of 
barracks ; and that at five they learnt the Pyr- 
rhic or military dance, " At Athens," faid I^ 
" they begin, at fcven years old, to read 
Homer.'* 

The wife of Demonax, who was now very 
near her time, was a proud, imperious womany 
like moft of her fex at Sparta. Her hufband one 
day interceding with her to pardon a Helor> 

whoEU 
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whom (he was about to chaftifci (he refufed him 
with the uttnoft haughtincfs. Being much fur- 
prjfed at her manner, I told her Sparta was the 
Only place where the women commanded the 
itien i " Becaufc/* replied fhe, " we arc the 
only women who produce men." 

At length t)emonax came to us in the middle 
of the night, intoxicated with joy, told us his 
wife was attacked with the pains of childbirth, 
fend invited Us to attend the ceremonies cUftomary 
on that occafion. The mother was placed upon 
a buckler, ind furniflied with a javelin. As 
foon as the child came into the world, as he 
was a male, the relations laid him on the buck- 
ler, at the fame time crying outj " Or with it of 
upon it *.'* At day-break the joyful father car- 

* 

ried him to the Lefcha f, where eight of the 
oldeft of his tribe attended to examine into 
the goodnefs of his conftitution. The nurfc 
having put fome wine in a bucket, plunged him 

^ When the Spartans departed to join the camp* it was 
Ciiilomary for their in ethers to deliver them their back* 
lers, fayingy % t«to % ivi ttsro ; that is> ** Bring this back, 
or be brought upon ic ;'' thofe who fell in battle being 
Carried home upon their backlers. 

t All the large \owns of Greece were farniflied with thefe 
lefchae, (xta'x»i)t which, like our cofiee-houfes^ were the ren- 
dezvous of the bed fociety. Sparta had two lefch*, though 
Appropriated to very different purpofes. 

L 2 inj 
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in, waihcd bis body, and after having left him 
ifomc time in the bath *, prefentcd him to the old 
men. But this dangerous immerfion had injured 
the new-born babe, and thrown him into convul^ 
fions ; in conf^quence of which the judges de- 
clared that he could never become a vigorous 
man, and that he would therefore be ufelefs to 
the Republic. Phanor reprelcnted to them that 
this momentary examination was a very uncertain 
criterion, and that even the want of phyfical 
(Irength might be advantageoully compenfatcd 
by moral ^excellence and brilliant talents : but 
thcfe grave perfonages filenced him with a look of 
Severity and difdain, and gave him no other an- 
fwer than by unanimoufly pronouncing fentence 
of death upon the innocent little infant. On 
hearing this barbarous decree I turned my eyes 
towards the father, who, without the leaft change 

of countenance, immediately ordered a flave to 
c-irry him to Mount Taygetus, We accom- 

* Henry IV. of France was treated nearly in the fame 
manner as the children of Sparta. His father, Anihony of 
Bourbon, having received him fron^ the nurfe> gave him a 
clove of garlick to fuck, ^nd put fome wine in his nxouth. 
in his infancy he was drtfTed and fed like other children, 
and was accuftoroed to CAercife himfelf in running and 
climbing among the rocks. His fcod was generally 
brown bread, beef, andcheefe, and he was frequently made 
to walk barefoot, and with his head uncovered. 

panied 
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panicd him, together with his cruel judgesj and 
few him thrown down the precipice into the 
Apothetae, a gulf appropriated to that purpofe *. 
^ What cruel monfters !*' cried JPhanor, as wc 
flood apart from the company : "What atror 
cious barbarians ! Ah ! were the women lefs 
beautiful, the whole city ought to be deftroyed 
and exterminated." 

We dared notfpeak to Demonax of the lolsof 
his fon, or the barbarous law to which he had 
been facrificcd. At length, however, 1 ven- 
tured to cxprcfs fome concern at his misfortune : 
but he anfwered coldly, that it was a very wife 
law, " Our children/^ faid he, " are not born 

* The Chmefe are Rill nore cruel to their children than the 
Laced semontans, expoiing them in great numbers, and mak^ 
ing afe of three various ways of getting rid of them. Some- 
times the midwives drown them in a baiin of hot water, and 
are paid by the parents for the operation : fometimes they 
are thrown into the river with a hollow gourd iixed to thci/' 
back, fo thjat they float a long time before they ceafe to exiH. 
Their cries would make any human being, except a Chinefe« 
whofe heart is hardened by /cuftom, fli udder with horror. A 
third mode is to expofe theoi in the flreets, where dung carts 
pafs along every morning, efpecially at Pekin, to pick them 
up ; after which they are thrown into a fofie, which is left 
open, in hopes the Mahometans may take fome of them 
away. But it often happens that before the dung-carts arr 
rive, the dogs and pigs, with which the greets abound, pafti* 
cularly the Utter^ devour them alive. 

h 3 for 
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for ourfclvcs, but for our country, which ought 
to admit none into its bofom but fuch as are 
healthy and robuft. The reft would be an ufe- 

kfs burthen. Hence the republic has ordaine4 
that children ihali be examined naked, every de* 
cade, by the Ephori, who attend to their con-^ 
ititution and ftate of health ; when thofe who are 
too fat are chaftifed and punifhed* My nephew^ 
who is now fo fine a young man, and fufficiendy 
flender, was more than once flogged and cpjir 
demned to faft in his infancy, to counteraA hi^ 
inclination to obefity. Be fides,'" added he, 
" it is not my fault if my wife has produced fp 
delicate and feeble an offspring; fori had covered 
the walls of her chamber with the portraits of 
Apollo, of Caftor, of Hercules, of Hyacinthus, 
of NarcilTus, and of Adonis.'* 

Phanor often induced me to repeat opr vifit$ 
to the gymnafium of the young women, that Kc 
might fee his dear Afpafia. He feemed ready to 
devour her with his eyes whenever fhe threw the 
difk, or exerted her ftrength in leaping, wreft- 
ling, and running — in all which athletic exercifcs 
Ihe excelled. She even challenged the men, and 
often bore away the palm from the contcft. 
Once, however, fhe was excelled by a young 

athlcta, who being extremely elevated with his 
vidory, and rallying her. fome what too roughly 

upon 
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upon her being overcome, a Theflalian youth, 
who happened to be prefcnt, rcfolved to revenge 
the affront, and engaged to leap as far again as 
the Spartan, who had jumped three-and- twenty 
feet. The challenge was immediately accepted 
with a tone of incredulous irony ; and this bold 
and animated Theflfalian, difdaining to leap over 
a common ditch, offered to clear the river Euro- 
tas. Notwithdanding the great danger of this 
attempt, which was ftrongly reprefented to him, 
and tliough informed the river was at that time 
uncommonly full and rapid, he perfifted in his 
propofal. The banks of the river were crowded 
with fpeftators ; and its breadth, in the fpot fc- 
leftcd for this exploit, was forty- feveij fee t. The 
Theflalian then threw off his clothes, fprang for* 
ward, and lighted on the oppofite (bore. This 
leap of fcven-and- forty feet was celebrated 
throughout Greece, butbas never found a finglc 
imjtaton 
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CHAP. LX. 

Ex^urfion into haconia.-^A fingular char alter. *-^ 

Aftatue of Modefiy. 

DEMONAX propofed to us an excurGon into 
Laconia, to view its cultivation, its gene- 
ral appearance, its pidlurefque natural beauties, 
and the many charming fpots that varied its en- 
chanting fcenery. When we accepted his in- 
vitation, he fold us he would procure a car- 
riage : but we replied, that it would be a fupcr-^ 
fluous expence, as/we were not caQly fatigued. 
*' Why do you talk of expence J" faid he, " It 
will not cod me a fingle obolust Come, and you 
ihall fee the fruth of my aflertion.'* He then 
led us into a houfe at the end of the ftreef^ 
and going direftly to the ftablc, took two horfcs, 
and harneflcd them to a carriage. Much fur- 
prifed at this ftep, I alkcd him whether the 
mafter of the houfe was his brother. " No,'* faid 
he, " we are no relations : but here every thing 
is common ; and one Spartan may freely difpbife 
of the property of another.*'— " This cuftom," 
faid Phanor, '^and the light dreffes ufcd by the 

women. 
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|¥6ineQ> are the moft attra&ive peculiarities of 
the place." 

To defray the expences of our journey, De-r 
tnonax took with him a very heavy bag full of 
pieces of iron, on .which Phanor was often very 
facetious. " This money," faid our hoft, " is 
made red hot, and then immerfed in vinegars 
jto render it brittle, that it may not be applied to 
any other ufc." 

As we quitted the city, we paiTed by the Schif- 
Qiajcia, or the grave of thole who were killed by 
^neatthquake. ^^It was a mod dreadful calamity,'^ 
&id Demonax. ^^ The earth opened in many 
places, and fwallowed up whole villages^* The 
Taygetus and other neighbouring mountains 

(hook to their foundations, feveral of their fum* 
mits wefe broken oiF, and the whole city was 
jdeftroycd except five houfes. A little before 
this dreadful e)e^lofion, fome young people, who 
were exeripil^ng the^if^ilves in the portico, faw a 

hare run by them, yhcn feveral of the youngeft, 
who were naked, and jbad j^een r^l)bed with oil, 

purfued her, and thereby favcd their lives, for 
fhcy had no fooner quitted the pprticp than it 
/ell, and deftroyed all thofe who reipained. 

^ Diodoras Siculus fays that twenty thoufan^ ptrfons pe«- 
fiihed by this catailrophe, 

Amidft 
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Amidft this dreadfol dcfoladon king Archidamus 
prcferved the mod cool and unruffled courage. 
Obfcrving the citizens running with the utmoft 
precipitation to fave their mod valuable effeds, 
he ordered an alarm to be founded with trum* 
pets, as if the enemy were at the gates of the 
city. This prefence of mind faved Sparta j for 
the Helotae, who were flocking from all parts to 
deftroy thofe whom the earthquake had fpared> 
feeing the citizens in battle array, and being 
now feized with reciprocal alarm, they retired 
immediately to the neighbouring towns to efcapc 
their revenge." 

Demonax then (hewed us the cavern called 
Laceada, where thofe criminals are caft who are 
condemned to death for great crimes. *' Down 
this precipice/' faid he> '^ was thrown the cele- 
brated Ariftomenes, the fworn enemy of Sparta, 
and the glory and defence of Meffene, which 
was his native place. He was furprifed by our 
brave foldiers, at the head of a detachment very 
inferior to his opponents : but he fought with 
the defpcration of a lion, till, being ftruck by a 
ftone, he was fuddenly deprived of fcnfation. 
In confcquence of this, he ^nd fifty of his fol- 
lowers were taken, and precipitated into this 
cavern. Do you perceive/' continued he, ^* how 

extremely deep it is ? It is quite terrific ! Yet, 

by 
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by an unparalleled miracle, Ariftomencs alone 
came co the bottom without being killed> or 
dangeroufly wounded. His prcfervation was. 
attributed to his armour ; for he wore it at the 
time when this fentence wa5 executed. Thus 
buried at the bottom of the abyfs, he waited two 
days, with the moft heroic conftancy, in the lin- 
gering e^pedtadon of certain death. On the 
third, hearing a noife, and looking round, he 
perceived, by a very feeble light, a fox, who 
came to devour the carcafes* Ht waited^ 
without moving, till the animal approached 
him, and as foon as he was near enough, feized 
^im with one hand, while with the other he foiled 
his attempts to bite, by prefenting his cloak to 
his difappointcd rage. He followed him where- 
cver he led the way, and where the paffage was 
too narrow, fufFcred himfclf to be dragged 
along. At length coming to an opening where 
the light was fomewhat more diftinguilhablc, 
though only wide enough for the fox to pafs, 
this (ight reanimated his courage ; and letting go 
^he animal, he faw him climb up and efcape by 
that paffage. Ariftomencs determined to follow 
his example ; and collecting all his ftrength, 
widened the hole till at length he got out of the 

payern, and climbed the prccipipc. Thus did 

the 
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the McfTenianSj who were bewailing his death, 
ibon behold his return with the moft inexpreffible 
joy and (atisfa^tion/' 

We now arrived at Gytheum^ near which 
are the port and arfenal of the republic, 
being about a quarter of a mile from that 
town^ and at the mouth of the Eurotas. We 
breakfafted on the excellent cheefe it produces^ 
which was fuperior even to that of the hofpi- 
table Theodora, although we had eaten hers 
with greater pleafure. From Gytheum we 
crofled the Eurotas to Mount Taygetus. All 
this part of the country is full of vineyards 

and little hills. Near the fummit of the moun- 
tain is the wood of Enoras, where are a pro- 
digious number of falIow-dcer> wild goats, 
bears, and wild boars. This is the principal 
hunting country for the youth of Sparta. Wc 
climbed its fummit, called Tcleton, where a 
horfe is annually facriBced to the fun. As we 
came dowi^ the hill we encountered a violent 
jdorm } i^qd thje rain was fo heavy, that we were 
pbliged to take refuge under an impending 
fock. Demonax, jiowever^ would on no ac* 
count avail himfelfpf this fheltefi faying, that a 
Spartan ought to j^raye the mpft intemperate 

weather, and ^at he (houid be a&amed to feel^ 

any 
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any protc£lion from a little pure water. He 
therefore walked fteadfaftly on, while the rain 
fell in torrents on his head. 

When the ftorm was paffed, and we were en- 
deavouring to overtake him, we met a man 
whofe figure and drefs had a very extraordinary 
appearance. He was without a cloak, walked 
bare-foot, was disfigured by a very thick 
black beard, and feemed uncommonly tanned 
and wcathcrrbeatcn. He was ver/ thin, his 
eyes deeply funkcn, and his gloomy counte- 
nance was a miferablc objedt of pity. After ob- 
ferving us fome time, he accoftcd us, inquiring 
whether wc came from Sparta ; and on our an- 
fwcring in the affirmative, immediately alked 
us fevcral queftions relative to the affairs of that 
city. We told him we were ft rangers there, but 
that Demonax, who was a citizen of Sparta, and 
was travelling with us, would give him every in- 
formation. Upon this he left us abrupdy. Wc 
imagined he was out of his fenfes, and defcribed 
to our friend what a Angular being we had met 
with ; telling him alfo that he fled the moment 
he heard his name. " That," faid he, ^* is be- 
caufe I know him. This miferable being has 
lived thefe ten years in a cavern, though he 
has a wife and feveral children.*' — '^ He is an- 
other TimoQ then," faid I : " fome enemy ta 

the 
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the human race." — " By no means," replied 
Demonax : *< he was uncommonly fond of the 

pleafures of fociety : but he diflionourcd him- 
felf by his cowardice^ and is therefore con- 
demned to pafs the remainder of his life in ig- 
nominy or in folitude. Who would believe it 
pofTible that a Spartan fliould want courage! 
Yet he threw away his buckler in battle, and 
took to flight. When his wife faw him return 
without his armour, (he refufcd to receive him,? 
and the republic forbad his children to vifit him. 
At Sparta, cowards arc excluded from every office 
of diftinftion. It would be a degradation ta 
marry theij- daughter, or to be in any way con- 
ne£led with them. Every one may flrrkc them 
with impunity, they are obliged to wear dirty 
cloches, pieced with fcraps of various colours^ 
and they muft (have half their beard, and pre- 
fcrve the other half. However cowardly and 

Ihamclcfs might be this man's charadlerjhe couM 
not bear thefe marks of humiliation, and there- 
fore came to hide his degraded bafencfs in the 
obfcure reccffcs of thefe mountains. The 
coward has not even the courage to die !'* We 
agreed with our conduftcr that death was pre- 
ferable to fo mifcrable an exincnce. 

At thirty ftadia from the city we faw a ftatiie 
of Modcfty, " That is a very ancient ftatue,'^ 

faid 
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faid Demonax. " It was placed here by Ica- 
rius the father of Penelope^ on a fingular oc- 
cafion. 

" After his daughter was married to Ulyfles, 
he preffcd his foh-in-law to fix his refidence at 
Sparta: but being unable to prevail with him 
he addreffed himfelf with tears to Pwielopc, 
conjuring her to take pity on his for rows, and 
not abandon him in his old age. Penelope was 
melted with fympathy, but replied, that flie 
could not feparate her fortunes from thofe of her 
hufcand. When the time appointed for their 
departure arrived, Icarius renewed his entreaties 
with increafing energy, and wept bitterly as he 
accompanied their car. Upon this, Ulyflcs> 
grieving at the fighs aod tears of both Icarrus and 
his daughter, told her flie was ftill at liberty to 
choole either her father or her hufband, and to 
decide whether fhe would accompany him to 
Ithaca, or remain with Icarius at Sparta. Pe* 
nelope blufhed, but gave no other anfwer than 
covering her head with her veil. Icarius un« 
derftood the (Ignal, and ceafed to urge his foli- 
citations : but he was fo ftrongly afFcfted with 
the grief and embarraffment of his beloved 
daughter, that he fct up a Aatue of Modefty on 
the very fpot where this fcenc had paflcd." 

We 
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Wc now paflcd a temple dedicated to Miiiervkv 
" This edifice/* faid our hofl:, *' is of brafs, and 
thatj in fa6t> is all the merit it can boaft : but: it 
is celebrated for having been the fcenc of the 
death of a king of Sparta— I mean, the traitor 
Paufanias/' — " Let us vifit it," faid I, " and 
afterwards wc will requcft you to relate both the 
crime and punifliment of that celebrated perfon- 
age."—*' With all my heart/' replied he ; "let 
us go in, and after breakfaft I will comply with 
your defire/' 

Having vifited the temple, we feated ourfelves 
beneath fome willows that grew on the banks of 
a rivulet, when Demonax took fome hard bread 
and a piece of boiled pork out of a fack, and after 
a light and wholcfome rcpaft began the ftory of 
Faufanias as follows. • 
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CHAP. LXl. 

'treachery and death, of^ Paufanias. — Feaft of 
Diana. — Flagellation of children.^'^Amour of 
Antenor.-^FhanQr^ s fruitlejs endeavours^ 



*QAusANiAS, king of Sparta, was not only a 



great general, but a profound politician. 
He had immortalifcd himfclf at Plataea by a 
viftory over the Perfians: but his ambition 
made him afpire to the fole authority and abfo- 
lute power. Death, however, was the reward 
of his perfidy. The gods, no doubt, thus hurried 
himdn todcft'rudion, to revenge the innocent 

blood he had (bed on the banks of the Hel-^ 
lefpont, where he had the command of our 
fleet ; for while thus bafely meditating to be- 
tray his country into the hands of the Pcrfians> 
he became enamoured with a Byzantian girl 
named Cleonica, whom he ordered to be 
brought to him at the dulk of the evening. The 
general's order was pundtually obeyed : but Pau«* 
fanias happening to be afleep, Cleonica, who 
was fofdy approaching his bed, ovcrfet the 
lamp. This accident awakened Paufanias, who, 
fill of the fears and terrors that haunt every 
VOL. II. M traitor. 
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traitor, fprang up, ^ feizcd his fcymitar, and 
killed the unfortunate Cleonica with a fingle 
blow. Agitated with remorfe and • tormented 
by grief, hcwas re}cfted by all the gods, who re- 
fufed to purify him from the crime, and driven 
from every temple ; and his death alone could 
fatisfy their vengeance. This event owed its ac- 
complilhment to a lingular circumflance. He 
carried on a fecret intelligence ^ith the king of 
Perfia, by ifteans of cmiflaries, who, having 
once difcharged their commiCGon, were never 
heard of itiore^ At length he difpatched 3c 
Theflalian youth, with whom he committed the 
moft (hameful crimes. This youth pbferving that 
none of his predeceflfors returned, and his fuH- 
picions being thus awakened, broke open the 
letter, and difcovcrcd the plot, together with 
the certainty of his own deftrudtion, had he ful- 
filled his commifTion. Alarmed at this difcovery^ 
he inftantly repaired to Sparta, and delivered the 
letter to the ephori, whofc flriS jufticc and un- 
deviating prudence forbad them to put the king 
under arreft till they had heard the confeSion 
of his crime from his own mouth. 

" On the promontory of Taenargs is a temple 
of Neptune, confidercd by the Greeks as an in- 
violable afylum. The ephori ordered the 

young Theffalian to take refuge there i and a 

fubter- 
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iTubterraneous paflagc being dug from the altar, 
by means of which they could hear every thing 
that paffcd, three of thefe magiftrates took their 
Ration in it, till Paufa/iias being informed his 
emiflary had taken refuge in that temple, re- 
paired thither with the utmoft alarm and agita- 
tion. Seeing the youth embrace the altar with 
a fuppli^nt and affrighted air, he inquired what 
crime had brought him to that afylum. Upon 
this, the youth confefTing he had opened his 
letter, the king was fcized with fudden terror, 
and conjured him not to divulge the fecrct ; at 

the fame time promifing him great treafures if, 
in lieu of denouncing him, he would aflift in .ex- 
tricating him from the danger with which he 
was threatened. 

" The ephori having heard all that pafled, 
took the road to Sparta, and refolved to arrcfl: 
the traitor, who alfo returned in full reliance on 
the promife of the Theflalian. He met the 
ephori near the temple of Minerva, when one 
of them defirous of faving his life, apprifcd 
him, by figns, of the danger that awaited him. 
Paufanias, perceiving he was betrayed, inftantly 
took refuge there j and therefore the ephori or- 
dered the building to be unroofed, and the doors 
walled up. It is laid, his mother, though ex- 
tremely old, brought the firft (lone, and aflifted 

M 2 in 
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in the work. After pafling feveral days in thd 
cruellcft tortures, the wretch was dragged out 
of his prifon in a dying date, and foon ended hisr 
miferable life. Thus did this once great man, 
whofe diftinguifhed courage and brilliant talents^ 
raifed him to a hero, tarnifh his glory, and 
wither all his laurels by his unbounded ambition, 
and terminate his career with an ignominious 

death." 

Wc now returned to Sparta, that we might 

affift the next day at the annual feftival of 
Diana Orthia, whofe temple was in the Limnaean 
ftreet. We were ftruck with the plainnefs of 
the goddefs's ftatue j and on cxprefCng our fur- 
prifc to Demonax, " 'Tis true," faid he, " it is 
formed only of wood, and is very fmall, but it is 
the fame that Iphigenia and Oreftes carried x)ff 
from the Taurica Cherfonefus, and whjich 
Oreftes> one of our kings, brought hither* 
Long was it the cuftom to facrificc human vic- 
tims upon this altar, in compliance with an an- 
cient oracle ! But Lycurgus exchanged that 
barbarous praflice for the flagellation of chil- 
dren." Phanor looked all over the temple for 
the beautiful Afpafia, and at length had the 
good fortune to find her. 

As the priefts advanced towards the altar, one 
of them faid aloud, " Let us make libations and 

pray !" 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. 1 65 

pray !" Another cried out, " Who are they 
who compofc this affcmbly ?'* We all replied 
unanimoufly, " Honeft men." — « Then keep 
filence/' he replied. The ufual prayer, which 
was in the true laconic ftyle, was then read. 
They prayed that they might combine the beau- 
tiful with the good. This was all they alked of 
the divine goodnefs s thus including in two 
words all the morality of the philofophers of 
Greece. When this prayer was concluded the 
viftims were brought forward : they were two 
oxen and two (tags ; and the prieds having 
placed on their foreheads a cake of barley-meal 
and fait, poured fome wine on their heads. 
They placed fig-tree wood and myrtle to burn 
upon the altar, and tearing the hair from their 
foreheads, threw it in the fire: after which 
the animals fell beneath the facred knife. The 
thighs were then burnt with fplit wood, and the 
vidlims divided between the gods, the priefts^ 
and thofe who prefcnted them ; the portion of 
the former being confumed by the flames. 

When this ceremony was concluded, the 
children, who were the viftims and the heroes 
of the day, were brought forward, being twenty 
in number, quite naked, and about ieven year^ 
^f age. Thcfc were followed by as njany flaves, 

Mj with 
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with rods, and the whole troop placed thcmfelves 
in the middle of the temple. A prieftcfs having 
* approached them with a ftatuc of Diana in her 
handsj raifed it as high as fhe was ab]e ; and 
upon this Cgnal being given, the flaves began 
to do their office with force and energy. Yet 
the innocent little creatures received their blows 
without the flighteft change of countenance, a 
fingle cry, or the moft trifling murmur ; while 
their relations endeavoured, by figns and me- 
naces, and confolatory words, to exhort and en- 
courage them to pcrfevere with fortitude in fuf- 
fering themfclves to be thus mangled without th^ 
leaft complaint. The blood trickled down their 
backs, while the ftrokes were laid on quicker 
and quicker j. apd all the fpeSatbrs, both male 
and female, enjoyed with immoveable fternncft 
this cru^l and inhuman ceremony as a pleafmg 
and agreeable exhibition. Phartorj althougl^ 
his attention was fomewhat drawn off by thd 
beautiful eyes of Afpafia, fighcd and grieved at 
this barbarous cuftom, and faid to me^ in a low 
whifper, " What haye the little baftards done, 
that they are to be thus flayed alive ? And this 
they call a fcftival !" continued he. ^* Yes, 'ci? 
the feftival of the infernal furies !" Yet although 

I was as much agitated as himfclfj I rccjue(!c:4 

hin^ 
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him to be filent^ and even to join in the apr 
plaufc *. 

In the meanwhiie the ardour of the execu- 
tioners began to abate> which the prieftefs per- 
ceiving, exclaimed^ that (he could no longer 
fupport the ftatue. This was intended as a re- 
proach to the flaves for their coldnefs and effe- 
minacy, and therefore they reanimated their ex- 
ertions, and ioilidted ftronger and more rapid 
ftrokes j while we beheld the tender and inno- 
cent litde viftima^ covered with blood, affedling 
to dcfpife pain, and to fmile at every piece of 
flefli which the rod^s tore from their backs. 
** Ah !" cried Phanor aloud, " there is one of 
the children expiring!" for one of them 

* Cicero was prefent at a fimilar flagellation at Sparta^ 
and even approved of the ceremony. In £gypt> i)oth the 
men and women flogged themfelves at the feail of Ms. St. 
pominic wore aihirt of mail/and flogged himfelf, not only on 
his own account, but to expiate the finis of others. At that 
time (the eleventh century) it was imagined three thoufand 
laihes* accompanied ,witb the repetition of twenty penitenr 
liary pfalms, were ade<juate tobnehandred years of peni- 
tence, St. Dooiinic faved this century of punifbment in fix 
^ays, in which time his (kin became as black as that of a negro. 

In 1260 a fed was formed in Italy, under the name of 
Flagellantes, who went about in proceffion, two by two, wit^ 
their ihoulders bare^ which they whipped with cords arme4 
with thorns till the blood ran down. This religious bar- 
barifm prevailed all over Italy, Spain, Provenpe^ and the 
Comut Venuflxii. 

M 4 had 
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had fallen, and lay upon the ground almoft dead. 
He was carried off with haftc : but the exclama-r 
tlonof Phanor made the Spartans murmur, and 
they caft the moft menacing looks at us, while 
wc fixed our eyes upon the ground, and kept 
profound filence. » 

As wc came out, I aflced Demonax for what 
crime thefc children had been condemned to fo 
fevcre a chaftifcment : ^' They arc pcrfcftly in- 
nocent of crimes," replied he : ^^ but we are will- 
ing to accuftom them betimes to pain and mor-r 
tification." — ^^ And why," faid I, " do you not 
break one of their legs, to accuftom them to 
walk on the other ?" — ^' I confefs,'' faid he, 
the experiment is fomewhat fevere: but the 
youth of . Sparta are naturally intrepid, and 
boldly expofc themfplves tq every danger." — r 
*^ Yes^indeed,-' faid I, ^<I Ihould be much fur- 
prifed if they were afraid of death, confidering 
the dulnefs and infipidity of their lives," 

In the evening of the fame day I was walking 
alone in ' the Platanifta, when a man, who ap- 
peared about fixty years old, and had been obr 
fcrving me fomc time, accofted me in a friend- 
ly manner, and told me he was going to afk me 
an important fervice, both for the republic and 
•hirpfclf. " If it ]pc in my power," faid I, " I 
fhall be extremely happy. Have the goodneft 

tq 
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to explain yourfclf/' — " You are young," faid 
he, ^' are a fine, tall, well-made man, and fccm 
full of health and vigor: but I, alas ! am grow- 
ing old, and am declining every day." I waited 
with the moil impatient curiofity fbr the end of 
this fingular fpeech. " I have received an 
affront," faid he, " for which the remedy is in 
your power. Yefterday, when I entered our 
aiTembly, all the young people rofe except one, 
who refufed me that tribute of refpe6t due to 
age. When I afked him the reafon, *Be- 
caufc,' faid he, ^ you have not given any chil- 
dren to the ftate, who may honour me, in my 
turn, when I, grow old/ This," continued he, 
^^ has rendered me quite miferable. Four years 

ago I married a young and beautiful wife *' 

~" Then I congratulate you," faid I -, " for you 
muft be very happy.*' — •" Yes, indeed," replied 
he, ^' and fo I am : but the cup of bitternefs 
often ftands very near that of pleafurc and enjoy- 
pent. Though I am panting to give a fine boy 
to my country, yet the gods prove inexorable 
to my prayers, and all my vows are fruidefs."— 
" Would to heaven," faid I, " I pofleffcd any 

recipe or fecret that could remove the caufe of 
your uneafinefs ! I have heard of philtres and 
aphrodifiacs !"— " It is not," faid he, " for 
fccipes or fccrcts that I alk: I dcfire no 

, fccrcc 
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fecrct that you do not pcrfonally poflcfi. Lov« 
demands the co-operation of youth ; and you 
will do me the grcatcft polTiblc favour if you will 
pafs the night with my wife. I doubt not you 
will enrich the republic with a little Hercules, 
I was fo adonifhed and confounded with this 
propofal^ that I knew not what to reply. Find- 
ing me ftillfiknt, he added, " Perhaps you have 
heard that one of the principal punifhments of a 
Spartan, whb is branded with dtfhonour by the 
law, is that of being forbid to lend his wife, or 
poflefs another man's ; and never to have any 
woman at his houfe but virgins : but I have in 
flo refpcfl: offended againft the law, and can dif- 
pofc of my wife as 1 pleafe *,"— " I have no 

* Lycorgas confidered the rigorous laws of many nations^ 
relative to adulterv, as rkHculous and inconfiflent with rea* 
fon. *• Men ftody,'* faid he, «* the breeds of their horfes 
and dog«, and pay the minutefl attendoo to the melioratioft 
of the race : but however old or infirm they may be them- 
ielves, they are very jealous of their wives, and (hat them up 
as if they feared their native country fhould be peopled with 
fkfongf well-proportioned, healthy men.'^ 

Although adultery was a crime at Sparta, yet hufban^ 
ibmetimes refigned their connubial bed to a handfome man, 
that they might have robuil and fine children ; for they 
thought the confent or refufai of the hufband conflituted the 
innocence or criminality of the aftioo. A true Spartan 
never confidercd his wife as the partner of his pleafares^ but 
merely as the mother of the children he defired. ^ 

doubt 
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doubt of it," faid I, recovering from my fur- 
prifc 5 * nor is there any thing I would refufe to 
ftrve either you or the republic."—** Can you, 
then, oblige me,*' faid he, ** this night ?" — « I 
am ready," faid I, " to obey your orders, and 
impatient to accommodate you."—" In that 
cafe," returned he, " come with me, and wc will 
fup together." I now perceived Phanor at a 
little diftancc, and running up to him, told him 
I fhould not. return that evening j for the re- 
public had occafion for my talents, and I was 
about to confecrate the night to its fervice. ** I 
underhand you not," faid Phanor ; " explain 
yourfclf !"— " Go home," faid I, "'and fleep 
in peace. You will enjoy that riepofe of which 
I fhall be deprived. Adieu ! I am in haftc : 

While yet I fpeak. Time hurries on too fa(l» 
And mixes coming moments with the paft/* 

I immediately rejoined Antiphon, (for that 
vras the name of this good-natured hufband,) 
who condudted me to his wife's apartment, and 
introduced me by faying, ** Here is a handforoc 
, young man, who is fo kind as to undertake en^ 
riching the ftate with a child, provided you like 
each other." Thus faying, he took off her veil, 
find difplayed a mod lovely and fafcinating coun- 
Ipnance, which was inftantly covered with 

blu(hes> 
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blufhes^ while ncr eyes, which were very large^ 
Ihadcd with long cyc-lalhcs, and adorned 
with wcll-archcd eyebrows, were involuntarily 
caft downwards. I was charmed with the ani- 
mation and fymmetry of her features, and hope 
and expedlation inflamed my ravilhed fenfcs. I 
was attempting to compliment her beauty, but 
my coafufion muft have appeared a warmer ho- 
mage than my mod enthufiaftic expreilions. In 
the meanwhile, having ftolen a glance at me, (he 
replied to her hufband, that he and her country 
find a right to command her obedience and her 
civifm. I concealed the joy this anfwer excited 
in my bread, for I wiflied rather to appear to be 
conferring than receiving a favour. We now 
went to fupper, and this afforded me an oppor- 
tunity of difcovering'roore of the elegant perfon 
of my new acquaintance, who difplayed, as (he 
arofc, a majeflic figure, and a noble but modefl: 
mien. During the repaft fhe fpoke but little j 
and though (he ventured, from time to time, a 
modeft glance at me, yet whenever her eyes 
met mine, her whole countenance was ilulhed 
with crimfon— foft harbinger of her future love 
and tendernefs. As for me, I but feldom 
indulged in the pleafure of beholding her lovely 
features ; for I preferred concealing the ardour 
of my rifing paflion under the veil of ipodefty 

an4 
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and decorum. Antiphon fceiWd quite over- 
joyed, and appeared to exult in his good fortune, 
as if he had been the juvenile objeft of prefer- 
ence and of love. He fupped heartily, and 
preffed me to follow his example ; facetioufly al- 
luding to the peculiarity of my fituation. I 
fmiled at his pleafantrics, and replied to them 
by the adivity of my appetite, although my 'kind 
hoft only gave me a family fupper of black broth 
and boiled pork. 

When we had fini(hed oiir meal Thargella left 
us, and her hufband foon apprifed me ihe was 
cxpeftingme. " How do you like her?" faid 
he. — " She is very beautiful," faid I ; " and her 
amiable modefty enhances the charms of her per- 
fon."— " I apprehend," faid he, " the facrificc 
Jhe makes to you will not be very repugnant to 
her inclination j for Ihe loves her country, and 
will expeft that any child of yours muft be 
healthy and robuft." I aflured him of my wifli 
to juftify their confidence and their compliments* 
He then conduced me to the chamber of the 
beautiful Thargelia, and having kiffed her affec- 
tionately> wilhed us both good night. At firft 
Thargelia's mind fcemed to be engroffcd by her 
duty to the republic, and obedience to her huf- 
band: but foon her referve and gravity were fuc- 
ceeded by confidence and tendernefs> till at 

length 
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length the ftatfft melted into woman, and Ihc 
preflcd me to her bofom with all the animation 
of c mpaffioned love. 

But fcarccly had Aurora began to tinge the 
utmoft verge of the horizon when the wakeful 
Antiphon came to announce that it was time to 
part,* I thought this vifit rather early, and would 
have made my excufes for not rifing quite fo foon^ 
but Thargelia inftantly ^fcaped from my armsj 
and I was obliged to quit the field. As her 
hufband accompanied me, and (hewed me the 
-way, he thanked me for my kindncfs, and I of- 
fered him to return another time, if he thought it 
neceffary. " I thank you," faid he : "but I hope, 
with a man like you, one interview will be fuf- 
ficient." Thus we parted, highly pleafcd with 
each other 5 and ever fince that time he treated 
xne with the greateft kindnefs whenever we met, 
though he never repeated his original invitation. 
As to Thargelia, whenever I faw herflie caft her 
eyes upon the ground, and did not even con- 
defcend to give me a momentary glapce. 

Ijvthe meanwhile Phanor had not the fmallefl: 
fufpicion\)f this Angular adventure. On the 
contrary, my abfence gave him great uneafi- 
nefs i and his friendftiip and regard were fo lively, 
that he was inconfolable till he faw me return. 
But what was his aftonifhment when I related to 

him 
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him the important fervice Mha^ been rendering 
the city of Sparta^ while he was ufelefsly aban* 
doning himfclf to idlenefs and flcep ! To en- 
liven my narrative, and render it more intcrcft- 
ing, I entered into the minuted particulars of 
my adventure. I pourtrayed with animation the 
fafcinating attradlions of my Venus, and was 
again inebriated with the charms of my own de- 
fcription. At every word he exclaimed, " Im- 
poffible ! What a happy man !" — ** Yes, in* 
deedi I find, at laft, Sparta is not fo difagreeable 
a place ! It is certainly better for men to lend 
their wives, wd exhibit the charms of their young 
women, than to flay their childif n with rods, 
throw them into gulfs, or pick the pockets of 
their vifitants. If the republic will condefcend 
to make the fame ufe of my talents as of yours, I 
will forgive the plunder of my game, and will 
promife to increafe its population with a little 
hero/' The fame day Phanor wrapped himfelf 
up in a large cloak, and walking on tip-toe to in- 
creafe his ftature, which was but of the middle 
fize, paraided in the fquare, under the Pcrfian 
portico, and in the Platanifta, He afFefted a 
loud manly voice, accoftcd all the old men, and 
boafted his adm;ration and attachment to Sparta. 

Thefc manoeuvres he repeated during a decade 
and a half, yet no Spartan was' fo polite as to 

*4 offer 
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ofFer him his wjfciHi hopes of having a fiiit offj. 
fpring ; and therefore he was again difpleafed 
and difgufted with the place* 

Demonax invited us to a ceremony, which he 
told us would amufc us, although wc might 
think it rather Angular ; '* For whatever," con- 
tinued he, " does not accord with our own man- 
ners, whatever habit has not familiarifed to our 
ideas, often appears irrational and abfurd/' Wc 
accompanied him to the temple of Juno, where 
wc faw a tall man, about forty years of age. 
Handing before the altar quite naked, and fur- 
rounded by five or fix women, who had him in 
cuftody. He* now fuddenly began to run round 
the altar, while the women purfucd him with 
rods, and flogged him with all their ftrength. 
At this fight Phanor and myfelf laughed very 
heartily j till at length the penitent, having pef- 
formeda certain number of thefe circumvolutions, 
he flopped, and the flagellation concluded. On 
afking' Demonax to explain this fingular tranf- 
aftion; *^ It is the puni(hment," faid he, 
"juftly inflifted on bachelors. With us mar- 
riage is a duty, and not only thofe who difobey 
the law in this relpeft are thus chaftifed by the 
hands of married women^ but thofe who defer 
taking a wife, beyond a certain term, are alfo 
liable to punifliment." 

Two 
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Two days after we attcnaed a public fcftival, 
where the inhabitants danced in three fcpar^tc 
troops I one confiding of old men, one of thofc 
in the vigor oflife, and a third of children. 
While thefe bands were dancing, each of them 
fang alternately in chorus ; the old men repeat- 
ing the following lines : 

Once we wantpp'd^ young and boM^ 
Though^ alas ! we now are old. 

The young men followed, finging, 

Voang and bold* we ^ourUh now^ 
And our prowefs daily fliow. 

And the children replied. 

Time fliall come when little W9 
More courageous ftijl ibal} bf • 
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CHAP. LXII. 

Letter from Lafthenia. — lUnefs of AriJUppus^^-^ 

Story of Narcijfus. 

AT Sparta I received a letter from my dear 
Lafthenia, communicating the unwelcome 
intelligence of the death of Ariftippus. " It is 
more than a decade," faid (he, " fince this worthy 
friend, this amiable philofopher, has ceafed 
to think and to live ; but till now my grief has 
deprived me of the power of writing you an ac- 
count of his death. This paflage from the gay 
fcenes pf life into the gloomy dungeon of anni- 
hilation has long excited the curiofity and atten- 
tion of mankind, cfpecially when any great man 
thus vanifties from the world. When Ariftip- 
pus believed himfelf to be upon his death- 
bed, he charged his phyfician explicitly to in^ 
form him how long he could live 5 when the 
latter, perceiving the unfliaken firmnefs of his 
mind, declared that in a few days he would either 
die or recover. * I underftand you,* faid Arif- 
tippus : M am going to rejoin my mafter So- 
crates and the fafcinating LaVs, whofe wit and 
beauty have inflamed all Greece, and bewildered 

its 
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its wifcft heads> though now diflbld into the 
inanimate duft of the earth. What a noble, 
what a grand idea is the re-exiftence of man ! 
Yet, alas! the Toothing confolations, it affords 
our fclf-lovc are, I fear, but an imaginary chi- 
mera ; for the probabilities arc certainly againfl: 
it/ The phyfician advifcd him not to dwell upon 
fuch mournful thoughts. *Do not imagine/ 
faid he, * that I am tormented with the fears and 
terrors of death, for I know better how to ap- 
prcciate the true value of life. Pindar has juftly 
dcfcribed it as (be dream of ajhadow *. I fcarcely 
know for what end we are placed upon the > 
earth : but when Charon brings his boat to take 
me over, I am determined to leap into it with a 
light and willing ftcp; and the end of my journey 
(hall refcmble the gay brilliancy of the weftern 
Iky, that emblazons the departure of a fcrene and 
happy day,' 

" He arranged his affairs with a wonderful 
comprehenfion of mind, and then defircd to be 
conveyed to his garden near the city gates, where 
he had his bed placed oppofite the window,, that 
he might enjoy, as long as poflibie, the delicious 
verdure of the fields, and the fmiling varieties of 
Nature's fcenery. His chamber was adorned 
with branches of trees and pots of flowers, and 

* PreaiQ of ^ dreao?, and fiiadov of a ibade, Yov;>7p, 
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he forbad its being darkened according to the 
abfurd cuftom prevalent on fimilar occafions. 
By day he delighted in the exhilarating fplendor 
of the fun, and by night torches fupplied the 
place of day-light. Perceiving me much de- 
jcfted and afflifted, « Why/ faid he, ' do you 
grieve, when you know not whether death be an 
evil or a benefit ? The fpace that divides the dead 
from the living is too fliort to juftify our for- 
row and our folicitude. The firft inftance of fuch 
a change, like the fird night that obfcured the 
heavens, ought alo^ to have awakened our afto- 
nifhment, or funk us in melancholy. We fliould 
contemplate the unceafing tide of fucceeding 
generations with the fame tranquillity with which 
we view the waves that chace each other to the 
fhore, or the fall of the autumnal foliage. Of 
what importance is it that crowds of individuals 

ftart into momentary cxiftence, or vanifti as fud- 
dcnly from the earth ? The world is a ftage> 
where the various aSors, as well as the decora- 
tions that diver fify its fcenery, are but fleeting 
Ihadows, mere beings of a moment. This col- 
Icftion of atoms that contribute to my exiftencc 
will prefently be diflTolvcd ; they will enter into 
other bodies; but they will no longer be Ariftip- 
pus, and my identity will be utterly dcftroyed. 
I have enjoyed every thing from which enjoy* 

5* mcnc 
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mcnt can flow, fccn every thing that could in- 
tcreft my curiofity or improve my intellect, and 
exhaufted all that can render life defirable. No- 
thing would now be new to me ; and who knows 
whether, if I continued to live, what would be 
my future lot ? I am refolved, however, to ter- 
minate my life in a manner worthy of the leader 
of my fcft*.— I defircd fomc finging girls to be 
fent for: let them be introduced/ A little 
concert now commenced ; and one of the per- 
formers accompanied hcrfelf on the harp, while 
flie fang the ftory of Narcifliis becoming ena- 
moured of himfclf. 



THE STORT OF NJRCISSUS. 

Narcifliis now his fixtccnthyear began, 
Juft turn'd of boy, and on the verge of man ; 
Many a friend the Wooming youth carefs'd. 
Many a lovefick maid her flame confefs'd. 
Such was his pride^ in vain the friend carefsM, 
The lovefick maid in vain her flame confefsM. 

Once, in the woods, as he purfu'd the chace. 
The babbling Echo had defcry'd his face; 
She, who in others* words her filence breaks. 
Nor fpcaks herfelf but when another fpeaks. 
Echo was then a maid, of fpeech bereft. 
Of wonted fpeech ; for though her voice was )eft, 
Juno a curfe did on her tongue impofe. 
To fport with every fcntencc in the cfofe 



• He was the founder of the Cyrenaic feft. 
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The loveiick virgin, overjoy M to find 
The boy alone, ftill follow M him behind ; 
When glowing warmly at her near approach, 
As fulphur bla2e.^ at the taper's touch. 
She longM her hidden paifion to reveal, 
And tell her pains, but had not words to tell : 
She can^t begin, but waits for the rebound. 
To catch his voicej and to return the found. 

The nymph » when nothing could Karci/Tus move 
Still dafliM with bluflies for her flighted love, 
Liv'd in the (hady covert of the woods. 
In folitary caves and dark abodes; 
- Where pining wanderM the rejected fair. 
Till, harafs'd oat, and wofn away with care, 
The founding (keleton, of blood bereft, 
Befides her bones and voice had nothing left. 
Her bones are petrified, her voice is found 
In vaults, where flill it doubles every found. 

Thus did the nymph in vain carefs the boy. 
He ftill was lovely, but he (lill was coy : 
When one fair virgin of the flighted train 
Thus pray'd the gods, provok'd by his difdain, 
'* Oh may he love like me, and love like me in vain V 
Khamnufia pitied the negle^ed fair. 
And with juft vengeance anfwer'd to her prayer. 

There (lands a fountain in adarkfome wood. 
Nor (lain'd wiih falling leaves nor riling mud ^ 
Untroubled by the breath of winds it rells, 
Unfullied by the touch of men or beads ; 
High bowers of fliady trees above it grow. 
And riiing grafs and cheerful greens below. 
Pleased with the form and coolnefs of the placej 
And over-heated with the morning chace, 
Narciflus on the grafly verdure lies : 
But while within the chryftal fount be tries 
To quench his heat, he feels new heats arife. 

l^or. 
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For, aa his own bright image he furvey'd. 

He fell in love with the fantaflic (hade ; 

And o'er the fair refemblance bung unmov'd« 

Nor knew» fond youths it was himfelf he lov'd. 

The well-turn 'd neck andihoolders hedefcriesj 

7he fpacious forehead^ and the fparkling eyes ; 

The hands that Bacchus might not fcorn to (how. 

And hair that round Apollo's head might flow. 

With all the purple youthfulnefs of face^ 

That gently blufhes in the watery glafs. 

By his own flames confum'dy the lover lies. 

And gives himfelf the wound by which he.dief. 

To the cold water oft he joins his lips. 

Oft catching at the beauteous fhade^ he dips 

His armsy as often from himfelf he flips. 

Kor knt)ws he who it is his arms purfue 

With eager clafps^ but loves he knows not who. 

What could, fond youths this helplefs paflion move ? 

What kindle in thee this unpitied love i 

Thy own warm blufh. within the water gIows> 

With thee the colour'd fiiadow conies and goes> 

Its empty being on thyfelf relies ; 

Step thou afide> and the frail charmer dies. 

Still o'er the fountain's wai'ry gleam he flood, 
LQndtefs of fieep> and negligent of food ; 
Still view'd his face> and languifh'd as he view'd. 
At length he rais'd his head« and thus began 
To vent hia griefs^ and tell the woods his pain : 
*• You trees," fays he, •* and thou furrounding grove > 
Who oft have been the kindly fcenes of love. 
Tell me, if e'er within your fhades did lie 
A youtlifb tortur'd, fo perplex'd as I ? 
i, who before roe fee the charming fair. 
Whilft there he Hands, and yet h^ Hands not there / 
In fuch a maze of love my thoughts are iofl ; 
And ypt no bulwark town, nor diitant coad, 

N 4 Prefervcj 
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Prefenres the beaateoas youth from being feeoj 
No mountains rife^ nor oceans flow between* 
A (hallow water hinders my embrace ; 
And yet the lovely mimic wears a face 
That kindly fmiles, and when I bend to join 
My lips to his, he fondly bends to mine. 
Hear> gentle yoath, atid pity my complunt^ 
Come from thy welU thou fair inhabitant. 
My charms an eafy conquell have obtain'd 
O'er other hearts* by thee alone difdain'd. 
But why (hould I defpaii ? I'm fure he burns 
With equal flames, and languiihes by turns* 
Whene'er I floop> he offers at a kifs : 
And when my arms I ftretch^ he flretches his. 
His eyes with pleafure on my face he keeps. 
He fmiles my fmiles> and when I weep he weepi* 
Whene'er I fpeak, his moving lips appear 
To utter fomething which I cannot hear. 

" Ah wretched me I I now begin to6 late 
To find out all the long-perplex'd deceit; 
It is myfelf I love* myfelf I fee ; 
The gay delulion is a part of me. 
1 kindle up the fires by which,! born. 
And my own beauties from the well retoro^ 
Whom (hould I court ? How utter my complaint t 
Enjoyment but produces my reflraint* 
And too much plenty makes in^ die for want* 
How gladly Would I from myfelf remove t 
And at a diftance fet the thing I love. 
My bread is warm'd with fuch unufnal irt, 
I wilh him abfent whom I mofl defire. 
And now I faint with griefs my fate draws nigh | 
In all the pride of blooming youth I die* 
Death will the forrows of my heart relieve^ 
O might the vifionary youth fiirvive» 



tihottlj 
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I (hould with joy my lateft breath refign ! 
fint, oh! I fee his fate involved in mine !'* 

This faid, the weeping youth again retarn'd 
To the clear, fountain, where again he burned ; 
His tears defac'd the furface of the well. 
With circle after circle as they fell : 
And now the lovely face but half appears, 
O'er-run with wrinkles, and deform 'd with teart^ 
•* Ah whither," cries Narciflus, ** doft thou fly ; 
Let me flill feed the flame by which I die ; 
• Let me Hill fee, though I'm no further bled." 
Then rends his garment off, and beats his breaft : 
His naked bofom reddenM with the blow» 
In fuch a blufh as purple clutters (how. 
Ere yet the iun's autumnal heats refine 
The fprightly juice, and mellow it to wine. 
The glowing beauties of his bread he fpies. 
And with a new redoubled paflion dies* 
As wax di/Tolves, as ice begins to run. 
And trickle into drops before the fun. 
So melts the youth, and languifhes away: 
His beauty withers^ and his limbs dec|iy. 
And none of tbofe attradive charms remiud. 
To which the (lighted Echo fued in vain. 

She faw him in his prefent mifery, 
Whom, fpice of all her wrongs, fhe grieved to fee. 
8he anfwer'd fadly to the lover's moan, 
Sigh'd back his fighs, and groan'd to eyery groan ; 
«* Ah, youth ! belovM in vain," Narciflus cries ; 
'* Ah youth ! belov'd in vain,'* the nymph replies, 
•* Farewel," fays he : the parting found fcarce fell 
From his faint lips, but Ihe replied, " Farewel." 
Then on th* unwholefome earth he gafping lies. 
Till death (huts up thofc felf-ad miring eyes* 
To the cold (hades bis flitting ghofl retires. 
And in the Stygian waves itfelf admires. 
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For him t)ie Naiads and the Driads mouro» 
Whom ihe fad Echo anfwers in her turn : 
And now the filier-nymphs prepare his urn ; 
When* looking for his corpfe, they only found 
A rifing flaik with yellow bloiToms crownM. Addisok. 

" When this performance was concluded, the 
phydcian came in, and Ariftippus invited us to 
fup by his bed-fide. The fon of ^Efculapius hav- 
ing ordered him a decodlion of herbs, * Ah V 
cried his patient, * talk to mc no more of phy- 
fic : let me have nothing bitter or difagreeable ! 
I, win join you, however,' continued he, * in 
drinking fomc Lelbos wine.* And he added, 
fmiling, * Do you believe, that if I facrificed a 
cock and a black (heep to the god of Epidaurus, 
be would reftore my health ?'— * Every thing,* 
replied the phyfician, ' is poffible with the gods.* 
•— * Agreed,* returned the patient : ' but I am 
top modeft to alk them to derange the oeconomy 
oftheuniverfe, or the immutable order inftituted 
by their wifdom, for a little animated atom like 
roe. I will only invoke the god Mercury, the 
condu£lor of fouls into the infernal regions, that 

he may give mine a good lodging *.' 

" As 

• The tyrannical Louis XT. who died in 14S3, was far 
from exhitiiting the philofophic fortitude of Ariftippus. He 
threw himfelf at the feet of St. Francis de Paula, intrcating" 
him to pray to God to prolong his life. The faint replied, 
that he would pray for the falvation of his foul. *' Let us 

. ' talk 
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*' As wc fat at fuppcr, he faid, with philofophic 
gaiety and chcarfulncfs, * While I liftencd to the 
fingers, I was thinking of my funeral proceflion, 
I would have it attended to the place of intern- 
ment by flute-players crowned with rofes.* Wc 
aiked him whether he chofe to be buried at Cy- 
rcne, that being his native place. * No/ re- 
plied he i * the road to the infernal regions is as 
near to one country as to another. But I dif- 
covered a charming fpot, more than three years 
ago, on Mount Parnes, not far from the altar 
whereon the inhabitants facrifice fometimes to 
Jupiter Pluvius, and fometimes to Jupiter Al- 
mus; there let my bones repofe. It is a grotto 
on the acclivity of the hill, furrounded with 
rocks, and carpetted with mofs and ivy. There 
have I often paflTed whole hours, in meditating on 
the pride and infignificance of man, on the in- 
comprehenfible final caufe of our ephemeral ex- 
iftence, and on the undifcoverable author of this 
immenfity of funs and planets, wandering through 
the boundlefs void of infinite fpace. It is a 
very pifturefque fpot, and entirely the work of 



talk firft of the body/' faid the king ; " we muft not afk for 
fo many things at once/' As Ariflippus called for wine, fo 
Louis XL attempted to reanimate Ids Hnking frame by 4^10^* 
Uig blood drawn from the veins of yoang children. 

Nature. 
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Nature. Oaks that have yielded to the deftroy- 
ing hand of time, elm^ ftill in their vigor> pines^ 
and wild olive-trees, vary the beautiful fcenery 
that adorn it ; and the inftant I beheld it, I fixed 
xny choice there for my laft abode *. If, as 
is afTerted, my (hade will wander around my 
tomb, I (hall at leaft enjoy a cool retreat s and 
the frivolous coxcombs I have always hated will 
not come to difturb my repofe/ 

* In China alfo the rich employ perfons to feek for cool 
and pleafant burying-places among the mountains, and 
requite their trouble with oonfiderable rewards. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

hafthmc^s letter continued.-^Vtftt of two pbilo/o* 
fbers.^^WorJhip of the god^ of E^ft.—Man- 
of the Egyptians. 

** \T7B were finilhing our fupper, when Eu* 
^ ^ doxus and Anaximandcr, two philofo- 
phers who were particular friends of Ariftippus, 
arrived. The former was at once an aftronomcr, 
a phyiician> and a legidator^ and the latter a dif-* 
ciple of the Lycaeum. They came to fie with 
Ariftippus, and were men highly worthy of 
his fociety and friendlhip; for they combined 
the moft extenfive fcience with an uncommon 
critical precifion and philofophical invcftigation. 
Ariftippus was defirous I ftiould retire and take 
fome reft ; but I requcfted I might enjoy the 
benefit of their converfttion, rather than fatigue 
my pillow with invocations to Sleep, which 
would certainly (bun my couch* The reci- 
procal communication of ideas between three 
amiable and learned philofophers could not fail 
to be interefting and iaftrudivc *. Theirs hap- 
pened 

* Three very learned and accompliihed noblemen baviog 
made a party with Mr. JLocke to pafs the evening together^ 

had 
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fpreads a generative light ; and when a cow is 
feized with the fever of love, and is ftruck by 
her rays, Ihe conceives an Apis.* — As foon a$ 
this fadt is eftablifhed, the facred minifters exa- 
mine the calf at the time of its birth ; and if 
they difcover the requifite diftinftive marks, the 
Apis is acknowledged, and his exigence an- 
nounced to the people. In this inftance they 
found him at the expiration of three months, 
when fuddenly the whole appearance of the city 
was changed, and joy and jubilation difperfcd 
the clouds of fadnefs. But this new divinity was 
not to arrive at Memphis till forty days were ex-* 
pired, during which interval he was to remain at 
the city of the Nile, where none but women, 
drcffcd in the mod elegant apparel, are permit- 
ted to appear before him, and ferve him; and I 
have been aflured they are not allowed to ap- 
proach him but in the moft wanton and indecent 
attitudes, or till they have plucked out their hair, 
* In the meanwhile a bark was prepared for 
him, with a niche magnificently decorated and 
gilt, in which, when the forty days were ex- 
pired, he was brought down the river to Mem- 
phis. At his arrival, the prieils, drefled in 
linen robes, with their heads ftiaved and crpwned 
with chaplcts of flowers, fome carrying cenfers, 
others fiftra, went out to meet him, and were 

accompanied 



IN dREECS AND ASIA* 1^3 

accompanied by a great number of flutc-^laycrs, 
a troop of young people clothed in linen^ 
dancing and finging fongs of joy ; and others^ 
who prefented him with balkets of food. As 
foonas he came to the. bank, the pricfts fur- 
rounded him, fcattering ov^r him flowers and 
perfumes; and none werfc allowed to ap- 
proach him but children, who received his 
breath, and thus acquired the gift of prophecy. 
Yet the god appeared cold and flupid, and was 
very little afFedled with the honours that were 
lavifhed on him. When he had been fufficiently 
expofed to the homage and veneration of the 
multitude, the pricfts conduced him in procef- 
fion to the temple of Ofiris, where two magnifi- 
cent ftiiblcs were appropriated for his refidence. 
There he is kept from the fight of the profane, 
being very feldom publicly (hown, and during 
my whole refidence in Egypt only went out once. 
He was then led through the ftreets, which were 
ftrewcd with flowers^ and was attended by a troop 
of children, who fang his praifes, and a great 
number of officers, who kept off the crowd, 

* The feven firft days after his arrival were 
devoted to feafting and rejoicing. The Egyp- 
tians congratulated each other on this happy 
event, in their temples, in the ftreets, and in 
their houfes; and I went round to all my ac- 

VOL. 11. o quaintance 
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quaincance to pay them rny compliments on the 
occafion. 1 joined the crowd that went to 
confult the god, and prcfcnted him a barle)r 
cake, which he ate with avidity. This, as I 
was informed by the pricfts, was a very good 
omen ; and I was inftruded to put my mouth to 
his ear, and clofe mine with my fingers. Hav- 
ing continued fome time in this attitude^ I went 
out of the temple, keeping my cars ftill (hut, as I 
was defired, and then took away my fingers to 
obferve the words of the firft perfon who might 
fpeak. When I came into the court-yard, 
two men paffing me, one faid to the other, 
" I have a very bad wife j I wifti (he were in the 
three mouths of Cerberus." The Icnfc of this ora- 
€!le always appeared very obfcure s and I cannot 
yet difcover whether I am to be myfelf devoured 
by the three mouths of Cerberus, or whether I 
am to have a bad wife, which is infinitely wor(e. 
The pricfts of Apis annually celebrate the birth 
of that divinity during (even days, at which 
time they offer facrificcs, and even immolate 
oxen to the god. It is faid that during this fo*^ 
lemnity crocodiles are robbed of their ferociouf- 
ncfs, and become perfedtly harmlcfs.'— ' No- 
thing, furely,* faid Ariftippus, * can be more 
credible !' 

*' Eudoxus,' 
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" Eudoxus, who was free and communica- 
tive, and excelled in colloquial narrative, added, 
that he had alio the good fortune to pay his adora-' 
tions to the god Anubis, whofe head is that of a 
dog, and had proftrated himfclf before the facred 
dogs kept in one of their temples. * Nor ought 1/ 
continued be, ' to omit the great Ofiris, brother 
and hufbandof Ids, who were enamoured of each 
other in their mother's womb, at which time (he 
became pregnant with the god Orus. Ofiris is 
the Phoebus of the Egyptians, and Ifis is their 
Phoebe. The former holds in one hand the au- 
gurial wand of a pontiff, and in the other a whip 
with two thongs. The apparel of the god is of the 
colour of fire, is kept with great care, and only 
expofed once a year to public view. Orifis is 
reprefented with the head of a hawk and the 

body of a man. He is fwathed like a mummy, 
is furniihed with a pair of horns, and deco- 
rated with the reprcfcntation of the (paAAo?/-^^ It 
appears,* faid Ariftippus, * that the Egyptians, 
both men and women, have a great veneration 
for that fymbol.'— ^ It is true,' replied Eudoxus ; 
* and I believe the fame difpofition will continue 
as long as the human race itfelf : the priefts 
even decorate their facerdotal habits with its 
fimilitudc.' 

2 « This 
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" This account of the gods of Egyptian ma- 
nufadture was highly amufing, and excited much 
gaiety and mirth at the expence of the folly and 

credulity of mankind.] f But this is not all/ 
faid Eudoxus : < I have not yet mentioned the 
god Serapis^ and his magnificent temple called 
Scrapionj at Canopus. This little fpot is the 
inofl: fmiling garden upon earth, and the aflive 
artifice of the priefts has rendered it one of the 
mod: celebrated pilgrimages. The temple is 
as it were fufpended in the air, being a fquare 
building of vad extent, approached by above 

one hundred fteps. It is fupported by a combi* 
nation of vaults and arches divided into leveral 
apartments, within which are porticoes. On 
thefe the edifice is built, decorated with beauti- 
ful columns, and the walls incrufted with marble. 
Serapis, who is the firft god of Egypt, is rcprc- 
fented with a bufhel on his head, which is adorn- 
ed with a radiated crown, and armed with ram's 
horns. Before him is placed a cornucopias^ 
and behind him a fceptre with three points> 
round which a ferpent twines. His temple is 
very much frequented, though rather for plea- 
fure than through any religious motive. He not 
only cures diforders, but the youth come thither 
in crowds, that they may, through the favour of 

the 



IN GREECE AND ASIA. 1 97 

the god, find the women cafy and complying.'— 
*I fhould not have imagined,' faid Ariftippus, 
' that it required the intervention of the gods to 
humanize the fex/— -^Atthe feftivals of Serapis,* 
continued Eudoxus, ^ the concourie is prodi- 
gious. The vificants come to Canopus by a 
canal from the Nile, which is covered with men 
and women, finging and dancing, and affording 
a fcene of unbounded joy and licentioufnefs. 
The prieils of this god are confulted, not only as 
interpreters of the oracles, but as phyficians. 
Skilled in refloring vigor to the exhaufted frames 
of the fick by fumigated baths, in renewing the 
energy of their ftomachs by a nourifliing diet, full 
of juices, and enriched with fpices, and in- 
flaming their imaginations with voluptuous re- 
prefentations, they are able to recal the lenfibility 
of thofc whofe ftrength and vigor were impaired. 
Thefc cures, the honour of which they attribute 
to Serapis, are recorded in a regifter, which 
being cxpofed to public view, has procured 
this god the moft unequalled celebrity *.* 

* In Greece, alfo, votive tablets of brafs or marble^ de* 
fcriptive of the diforder of the patient> and the remedies to 
which it had yielded^ were affixed in the temple of JE(qM' 
lapius. 

03 ''We 
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" We now rcqueftcd Eudoxus to dcfcribe the 
manners and cuftoms of the Egyptians, and of 
their priefts. 

*In Greece/ faid he, ' the women feldom or 
never go out, but in Egypt the cuftom is very 
difFerentji for on them devolves every thing that 
is done without doors, while the men remain 
conftantly at home, making cloth. They 
enjoy more authority than their hufbands ; and 
it is even ftipulated in their marriage-contrads 
that the wife (hall be miftrefs, and the hyfband 
obedient to her commands. Women, however, 
are excluded from the priefthood, which is en- 
tirely confined to men. 

* The Egyptians arc allowed a plurality of 
wives, chough priefls are limited to one. No 
Egyptian, male or female, would on any ac- 
count kifs the lips of a Greek, or make ufc of 
his furniture and utenfils. Nor would he even cat 
the fie (h that had been cut with a knife belong- 
ing to one of that nation. In Greece our priefts 
wear their hair : but in Egypt, both priefts and 
people (have not only their heads, but their whole 
body, every third day, except when in mourn. 
ing ; at which time they fuffer it to grow. When 
the Egyptians meet, they falute each other 
without fpeaking, by touching their knees with 

their 
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their hands. Their clothes arc of linen, but 
they wear above them a white woollen cloak. 

* The priefts are extremely religious, and 
more attached to their forms and ceremonies 
than moft other nations. They are circumcifcd 
through a regard to cleanlinefs, which they re- 
iped more than beauty itfelf. Hence, alfo, 
they wafti twice every day, and as often in the 
night; though, as others informed me, they 
wafh only three times a day^ which they do in an 
infufion of hy fop, namely, at rifing, before din- 
ner, and when going to bed. They are not al- 
lowed to wear any other drefs than a linen robe> 
and their (hoes are made of the biblus *. 

* Whenever they prepare for a great religious 
ceremony, they prcvioufly abftain, during ftven 

^ days, from animal food and garden-ftuiT, and 
obferve the ftrideft regimen in every refpedt. 
Their beds are formed of branches of the palm- 

* The biblus is the fame as the papyrus. This plant grows 
in marfhy places^ and its root, which is of the thicknefs of 
the vfTiOt and fix cubits long, rifes above the earth. The 
ftem is four cubits high. The fibres are weak, and therefore 
ufelefs, and it bears no fruit : but the root is a moft ufeful 
kind of wood. It is employed in the confirudion of fhips, is 
made into vafes, and fupplies the inhabitants with fire-wood. 
The inner bark is manufa^ured into fails, mats, clothes^ 
and coverlets. The lower pslrt of the ftem is chewed either 
raw or after it ha^ been cooked, but only the juice is fwal- 
lowed, 

o 4 tree 



ftOO THE TRAVELS OF ANTENOR 

tree interwoven, and a half- cylinder of wood is 
their bolftcn They alfo exercifc their fortitude 
in bearing hunger and thirft, and live on a very 
fcanty allowance of food. They never eat any 
kind of fi(h : but on the 9th of the firft month, 
when the people eat them baked before their 
door, the priefts burn them before theirs/«— 
* Whence/ faid Ariftippus, * arifes this hatred 
for filh ?' — ' Some attribute it,' replied Eu- 
doxus, * to an averfion to the fea : but I am of 
opinion their true motive is, that thofe kinds of 
fifli which are without fcales render the humours 
vifcid , and dnninilhing the perfpiration, caufe 
the endemic complaint called clephantiafis. The 
Egyptians have alfo a great repugnance to beans, 
and the pricfts cannot even bear the fight of 
them J for they confiderthem as impure* 

' The priefts', however, enjoy very great ad- 
vantages, for they poffefs one third of the pro- 
perty of the nation, and arc the only judges in 
all civil caufcs. They fqrm a diftinfl: claft of 
men, and their children fucceed them in their 
religious functions, which none but the facer- 
dotal race can perform. The ceremonies ob- 
fcrved in facrifices are alfo worthy of notice. 
An ox cannot be accepted as a vidlim unlefs he 
be clean j that is, if he have a fingle black hair. 
When he is found to be quite clean, they Jp^ci 

him 
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him to the altar, light a Hre, pour wine upon 
the altar, and cut the vidimus throat, at the 
iamc time invoking the god. They then cut off 
the head, which they load with imprecations ^ ; 
after which it is carried to market to be fold 
to the Greeks, or is thrown into the river: 
all the Egyptians obfcrve the lame rites and ce- 
remonies in their facrifices, and hence they never 
cat the head of any animal whatever. 

* I was prefent at a facrifice offered to 
the goddefs Ifis. This was a very magnificent 
fcftival, and the priefts prepared for it by fafting 
and prayeri On this occafion they immolated 
an ox, and having immediately ftripped off his 
ikin and taken out the inteftines, cut off his 
thighs, his Ihouldcrs, and his neck. The body 
was then filled with fine flour, honey, raifins> 
figs, incenft, myrrh, and other odoriferous fub- 
ftances, after which it was burnt, and oil poured 
on the fire. During this interval the priefts beat 
themfelvcs with great force ; and when the ce- 
remony was concluded, the remainder of the 
iacrifice was diftributed among them. 

* The Egyptians confider hogs as unclean ; 
and if any one by accident touches one of thofe 

• They pray that every evil may be averted botH from 
their country and themfelvcs, and fall upon that head. 

animalsj 
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animals> he immediately plunges, together with 
his clothes, into the river. Hence, too, thofe who 
keep hogs, although Egyptians by birth, cannot 
enter any temple ; and they intermarry among 
themfelves, becaufe no one would confent to be 
allied to them. Yet the Egyptians * facrificc 
and eat a hog pnce a year, at the feftival of the 
full moon and of Bacchus, who is the fame as 
Ofiris. On that day they immolate a hog be- 
fore their door at the hour of dinner, after which 
they walk in proceflion, carrying figures about a 
cubit high, which are fet in motion by a ftring. 
To each of thefc is attached a fxXXogy of equal 
fize with the figure itfelf, which the women agi- 
tate as they carry them through the villages and 
countrytowns,precedcdbyaflute-player,andfing. 
ingthc praifes of Bacchus.— But I will endeavour 

to vary my narration, by relating the hiftoryof the 
aftronomer Nicias, who fell an unfortunate vic« 

tim to the prejudices of fuperftition. His fate is 
aftriking inftance how much thefe vulgar errors 
brutalize the foul, and ftamp it with ferocity.'— 
But Ariftippus wiQiing to repofe, requefted his' 

* The averfion of the Jews and the Egyptians to this ani« 
jnal is attributed to the great quantity.of fat in which it is in- 
vcloped, and which, preventing it from perfpiring, gives il a 
dlfpofition to caufe leprofy in thofe who eat it. 

friend 



IW GREECE AND ASIA* 203 

friend to referve that hiftory for the following 
day. 

" The next morning he feemed re-animated 
with a new flow of vigor and of health* Charmed 
with the ferenity of the Iky, and the balmy foft- 
nefs of the air^ he defired to be carried into the 
garden^ and placed in a bower of myrtle and of 
lilach^ faying he wilhed to enjoy this laft ray of 
light. I accompanied him thither> and liftened 
with intereft and fatisfadion to the various events 
of his youth. When I alkcd him whether, were 
he again to run the career of life, he would ftiU 
place the fovcreign good in pleafure, * Yes,* 
replied he, immediately. — ' In what, then,' con* 
tinuedl, 'do you conlider happincfs as.confift- 
ing ?' — ' In the union,* faid he, ' of the pleafures 
of the heart, when enjoyed with moderation, the 
pleafures of the mind, and the pleafures of the 
fenfes. Thefe laft, however, foon fatigue and 
cxhauft our organs. The fovcreign good of 
Plato, and of the other philofophers who have 
bewildered themfclves with their abftradlions, is 
but a delufi ve chimera of the imagination. There 
exifts no more a fovcreign good than a fovcreign 
world. To be happy, it is enough that we can 
pafs, without interruption, from pleafure to plea- 
fure, and from enjoyment to enjoyment: but 
the moil delicious food mud be fucceeded by 

digeftion* 
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digcftion. Even connubial joys muft fomctlmcs. 
yield to the funftions of a mother ; and rcpofc 
itfelf lofes more than half its attradions, unlefs 
invited by the pleafures of fatigue. Thus it is 
impoflible to enjoy an uninterrupted fucceflion of 
the fame delights, or to give continuity and per- 
manency to the moft exquifite enjoyments. The 
truly happy man is he who varies the rapid and 
tranfient gratificatipns of fenfual pleafure with 
the ennobling purfuits, of intelleftual excellence, 
and the refined delights of interefting contem- 
plations. Thefe ar^ the beft refources againft 
that apathetic laflitudc of mind, that indefinable 
evil genius, the conllant attendant on a total va- 
cancy of purfuit. They have conftituted my 
favourite amufement, and afforded me the 
fweeteft confolation for all the evils of life. No 
misfortune is beyond the reach of their foothing 
influence. They elevate the foul, adorn the 
mind with truth, and teach us to comprehend 
the remoteft fprings bf aftion that influence 
mankind. Th^y render us more humane, more 
generous, more enlightened ; and qualify us to 
become at once ufeful and agreeable members of 
fociety/ 

" Eudoxusand Anaximander returned towards 
the clofe of the day, and we retired within doors 
to fuppcr, when the latter, having jocofely re- 
commended 
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commended to Aridippus to make libations to 
Juno, and thu^ to reconcile himfclf to that god- 
defs, * I had rather/ replied he, * be reconciled 
with my departed appetite/ 

*' When fupper was ended, we rcquefted Eu- 
doxus to relate the hiftory of Nicias, ^ I will be- 
gin,' faid he, * with his origin ; for the birth, the 
fortune, and the charafter of that gteat aftrono- 
wcr, arc all highly worthy to be known. 
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CHAP. LXIV. 

Laftbenia^s letter continued, — Hijiory ofNicias.'^ 

The ring of Poly crates. 

c ^-yiciAS was a true pradlical philofophcr, of 
-A.^ an acute and original turn of mind. He 
concealed great erudition under the fafcinating 
charms of gaiety and fimplicity, but the fweet- 
ncfsand franknefs of his difpofition rendered him 
ftill dearer to his aflbciates, with whom, like 
Democritus, he loved to laugh at the follies of 
mankind. He was born in the ifland of Samos, 
of indigent parents, being the fon of a potter *. 
At thirteen years of age having loft his father, 
and being deftitute both of bread and of friends, 
he fet off for Samos, the capital of the ifland, 
which he had heard was fuuated towards the 
weft. He therefore purfued the courfe of the 
fun, which, to his great furprife, continually re- 
ceded as he advanced. At the clofe of the day, 
being exhaufted with hunger and fatigue, and 
perifhing with cold though attacked with a vio- 

* The Samians are fuppofed to have been the inventors of 
this manufadiare, in which they greatly excelled. 

14 lent 
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. lent fever, he fucd for hofpitality at the door of 
a herdfman who inhabited a mifcrable hoveh 
Here he was allowed to fleep on a dunghill in 
the liable, and received fome hard dry bread, 
which he moiftencd by laying it on the dung* 
The Iheep, who were the partners of his lodg- 
ing, feemcd to pity his misfortunes j for they 
licked him with their tongues, and cherifhed him 
with their tepid breaths. The juvenile vigor of 
a robuft conftitution prevented him from finking 
beneath this accumulation of evils; and the 
herdfman, who began to feel for his wretched 
fituation, gave him the care of his fheep. Ic 
was at this period that, by pafilng his days con- 
ftantly in the open air, his tafte for aftronomical 
invcftigation began to unfold. Urged by his in- 
ftindive defire of knowledge, and enlightened 
by his own reflexions alone, he conftantly ob- 
ferved the rifing and fctting of the fun, and 
watched the various phafes of the moon. At 
length accidentally finding a book, he became 
quite miferable at being unable to read. He 
carried it, however, always about him, and con- 
tinued turning the leaves backward and forward 
till one day he faw a man fitting by the ilem of a 
tree,[and reading. He envied him this aftonifhing 
talent, of undcrftanding the thoughts of others 
by means of thefe little charaAers thus deline^ 

ated 
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ated on leaves of papyrus, and after watching 
him a confidcrablc time, he approached him 
with great embarralTment and hefitation, and 
afkcd him, without any further preface, to fhow 
him how to read. «' Sec," faid he, "here 
is a book I have found, and I would give the' 
whole world to be able to read it. But I have 
no money, and all my riches confift in this ragged 
cloak. 1 earn a few oboli, however, and thefe I 
will give you for your trouble." — " And how, 
then," returned the ftranger, " will you live in 
the mean while ?" — " On bread and water," re- 
turned he. — "And why," afkedthe ftranger, "do 
you want to read ?"— " That I may learn aftro- 
nomy," faid Nicias. " I have been thefe three 
months fatiguing my head to difcover why the 
day gradually diminilhes, and the fun fets every 
evening a little earlier than the preceding ; fo 
that I am afraid we (hall foon have perpetual 
night. Yet if I compare it with the moon, I 
cannot help imagining the day will again in* 
crcafc." Upon this the ftranger, aftonifhed at the 
natural genius and fagacity of this young fticp- 
herd, told him to come to him every evening, 
and he would teach him to read. Though he 
lived twenty ftadia from the herdfmen, Nicias 
daily hurried thither at funfet, and applied with 
fu much eagernefs to his new ftudy^ that in three 

weeks 
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Weeks he had no further occaiion for inftrudion. 
After that period he taught himfelf to write, and 
was continually delineating letters in the fand, or 
on the bark of trees. Aftronomy, however, was 
the grand objeft of his purfuit, for which pur-^ 
pofe he contrived an obfervatory at the top of a 
large oak. There he pafTed a considerable part 
of the night, although, being deftitutc of^mo;iey, 
he could buy neither books nor maps. To 
procure tbefe, he formed little junoes, priapi, 
and penatcs; of clay, which he fold to old 
women, and, with the produce, formed the ele- 
ments of his library. One day, as he lay fur- 
rounded by his ilock, with a book in his hand, 
and a number of maps fpread before him, a hand- 
fome, well-dreffed man paiTed near him ; and 
being aftonilhed at all this apparatus, fo incon- 
gruous with the drcfs and appearance of the 
young fhcpherd, accofted him, and afked hint 
what he was doing. " 1 am ftudying aftro- 
nomy," faid Nicias.— " And do you underftand 
any thing of it ?" faid the ftranger.-^*' Very 
little," replied the youth : '* but by Jupiter I 
will one day underftand more of it. I know, 
already, that the moon moves round the earth in 
about twenty-fcvcn days *." — " That is a con* 

fiderablc 

' * The moon completes her circumvolution round the 

earth, to the point of departure, in twenty-feven days^ feven 

TOL. It. > hours. 



aie THE TRAVELS OF ANtEltfOIt 

fidcrable progrcfs," returned the ftrangcr, " How 
did you contrive to know her motion fo well ?" 
— " At firft/' faid Nicias, <« I contemplated her 
for a long time. I obfervcd that fhe always 
fet behind a forefl, and thither I frequently hurried 
to overtake her, but was aftoniflied to fte her ftiU 
as remote as ever- I watched her courfe, and my 
furprife incrcafed to perceive her rife and fet at 
different hours. Thus have I ftudied at ran- 
dom during two whole fummcrs, without any 
other inftruftor than my eyes, I difcovcred that 
the ftars never change their places^ except that of 
Venus, which particularly fixed my attention, and 
fccmed, like the moon^ to have a motion pe- 
culiar to herfelf. For a long time (he dif- 
appcarcd ; after which (he became a morning in 
lieu of an evcning-ftar. In the fame manner J 
have purfucd the courfe of the fun, whofe time of 
rifing and fetting alfo varies daily. I have 
marked both of them with two flakes.**— *' You 
fecm,'* faid the ftrangcr, ** to be a clever lad, 
and I will make your fortune,"—" I thank 
you,"' returned the youth, " but I am not in 
want of any thing." — " Ha, ha I" returned he. 



hourSf forty-three minutes, and twelve feconds, and arrives 
at the fame relative iituation to the fan in twenty- nine dzys, 
twelve hours, forty. four minutes, and three feconds. 

*«4iow 
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" how much, then, do you earn per day ?'*— 
*' Asmuch," replied Nicias, «' as Polycratcs the 
tytant of Samos/' — " Indeed!" faid the 
ftranger.' " That is a great deal I But how do 
you mean ?'*— " He earns his livelihood," re- 
plied the yoiith, " and I earn mine." At this 
time the ftranger was furrounded by a numerous 
and brilliant retinue, who approached him with 
a i-efpeftful air, and kiffed his hand. On feeing 
this, Nicias arofe, thpugh with manly afTurance^ 
and not betraying the leaft fear or embaraff- 
ment ; upon which the tyrant of Samos (for 
fuch, in faftj was the ftranger) difcovered him- 
felf to the young fliepherd, and invited him to 
his capital, where he promifed to take care of his 
education, and then fend him to complete his 
ftudies at Memphis or at Athens. At this pro- 
pofal Nicias hefitated fomc time j for though 
he panted for the acquifition of knowledge, yet 
his liberty was dearer to him than fcience itfelf. 
Polycratcs, however, promifed he (hould not 
forfeit that treafure; and on this condition 
Nicias accepted his offer. From the moment 
of his arrival at Samos he applied with enthu- 
fiafm to the ftudy of aftronomy and the other 
fciencesi and his progrefs was fo rapid, that at 
the expiration of four years Polycratcs fcnt him 
£0 travel into Chaldiea, Egypt, apd Greece. Ac 

p 2 his 
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his return he appointed him his aftronomcr, gave 
hlm^aparrments in his palace, and affigned hima 
very handfome income. But neither the man- 
ners and refinements of the court, nor the at- 
tradlions and enjoyments of luxury, could cor- 
rupt the native fimplicity of this ruftic philofo- 
pher. His frugal habits ftill remained the fame; 
a board was his bed, and he had no fixed hour 
for his meals. He ate as he walked, and his 
food was cheefe, milk, and vegetables ; for he 
could never accuftom his ftomach to the ufe of 
animal food. 

^ The tyrant, who was very fond of his con- 
verfation, was one day felicitating himfclf on the 
uninterrupted career of his profperity, and the 
unceafing favour of the gods, when Nicias re- 
prefented to him that this was a motive for his 
dreading the caprices of Fortune, who fooner or 
later demands a tribute of grief from dll men ; 
and therefore advifed him to inflift on himfelf 
fomc voluntary misfortune, to fatisfy that malig- 
nant divinity. The prince thought his rcafoning 
juft ; and having an emerald ring, to which he 
was extremely attached, not only on account of 
the beauty and rarity of the ftone, but of the 
great reputation and talents of the engraver, 
walked into agallery, and threw it into the fca. 
A fcw days after, fomc filhermen having taken a 

fi(h 
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fi(h of extraordinary fizc, brought it to the 
kitchen of the prince, where it was no fooner 
opened than the ring was found in the entrails. 
On hearing of this, Polycrarcs was tranfported 
with joy and furprife, exclaiming that he was 
the darling of Fortune, who was determined to 
exempt him from the general lot of humanity. 
But the philofopher Nicias, who, in lieu of re- 
joicing at this prodigy, trembled for the fate of 
the prince, began to lay up his favings, and fend 
them to Memphis, that he might retire thither 
in cafe he (hould experience a common (hip- 
wreck with his maftcr. 

* The event proved the wifdom of his deter- 
mination ; for fix months afcer Orcetes, one of 
the fatraps of Cambyfcs, and governor of Sar- 
dis, being defirous of making himfelf maftcr of 
the ifland of Samos, fcnt word to Polycrates 
that he was difcontcnted with the Perfian go- 
vernment, and wifhed to retire to his court 
with all his treafures, of which he propofed to 
give him half, if he would afford him a retreat. 
At the fame time he invited him to an interview, 
that they might confer upon the fubjed. 
Though the thirft of gold tenjpted the avarice of 
Polycrates, yet as he was too acute not to fuf- 
pedt fome treacherous dcfign, he fent a confi- 
dential jmeflfcnger to Orcetes, to obfervc every 

P 3 thing 
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thing that pafied, and to endeavour to penetrate 
the real intentions of the fatrap ; who, being 
equally crafty with, the tyrant, caufcd a nunnbcr 
of cafks to be embarked in the prefcnce of the 
meflenger, which, he faid, contained his riches^^ 
but which, in hd:, were filled with materials of 
no value, and covered with a thin layer of gold 
at the furfacc *. This completely deceived the * 
meflenger, who gave his matter the fullcft aflur- 
ances, and thus induced him to embark, not- 
withftanding the prayers and intreaties of his 
daughter^ to whom he faid, in a moment of 
paffion, that if he came back fafe, he would 
never confent to her marrying. *^ I wilh,*' re- 
plied fhe, ^' that your threats may be realized i 
for I had rather ^ways continue fingle than lofe 
my dear father." No fooner was Polycrates in 
the power of the treacherous Oroetes than he 
caufcd him to be feized and crucified. Thus 
did this prince, fo celebrated both on account 
of his brilliant talents and his uninterrupted flow 
of good fortune^ terminate a life of unparalleled 
profperity with an ignominious^and cruel death. 

* Annibal made ufc of a fimilar artifice, to elude the ava- 
ricious rapacity of the inhabitants of Gortyna in Crete^ fill- 
ing foiTie amphorae with lead, which he covered with gold 
and filver, and prcfented in the temple of Diana. 



On 
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' On the news of this horrid cataftrophe, 
Nicias left Samos^ and removed to Memphis^ 
riiat fuperb city which is near fcven leagues in 
circumference^ and is adorned with the mod 
magnificent .edifices. There Nicias lived in 
philofophic retirementj pafiing all his time in his 
ftudy, and devoting himfelf entirely to aftronomy 
and geometry, which were then in the moft 
fiourifhing ftate in that capital ; where his deep 
fcience and great aftronomical difcoveriesprO'^ 
cured him a very high reputation. He de- 
termined the different elevations of the pole by 
the fhadow of the fun ', for he obferved, that in 
proportion as we advance towards the north, the 
ihadows meafured on the fame day of the year 
are longer. Hence he concluded that the fun's 
altitude above the horizon is diminifhed ; that 
the obferver fituated to the northward is not on 
the fame plane as the obferver to the fouthward, 
and therefore that the earth is round. He ac- 
quired a ftill further affurancc of its fpherical 

forni by the eclipfcs of the moon, becaufc 
at that time the fhadow of the earth is always 
circular ; and by the failing of fhips, which ap- 
pear and difappear by degrees, the mafl remaining 
the longefl in fight. He difcovered that Venus 
comes to her inferior conjunftion with the fun 
once in nineteen months ^ and being then at her 
perigee, or ftpalleft diftance from the earth, 

p 4 fhincs 
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0iines with extraordinary Iplendor about thirty- 
f}x days before^ and as many after their union. 
^ When the fuojmer folftice approached, ho 

took a voyage to Syene, which is fituated vcrti* 
cally under the tropic of Cancer, to fee the cele-r 
Ijrated well, over which the fgn paffcs perpendi-. 
cularly on the day of its higheft elevation. There 
he faw the refleftion of that luminary at the bot- 
tom of this well, and no (hade whatever in the 

city, which proved to him that it was really fitu- 
ated precifcly under the tropic. Though this 
ruftic philofopher, however, had hitherto been 
defended trom the fliafts of Cqpid by the segis 
of Minerva, heat length experienced the refift- 
Icfs power of beaut/. One afternoon as he was 
walking in the country, contemplating the nature 
of the ftars aqd the motion of the rpoon, his at- 
tention was fuddeply called back to the earth by 
(he melodious tones of a female ycipe. Looking 
round to difcovcr whence it proceeded, he faw, 
at a fmall diftance, fome young girls wafliing 
linen in one of the Icfler canals of the Nile. He 
paufed to liften to their fongs, and they per- 
ccivied his intentions : but whether through ti-? 
midity or playfulnefs, they immediately ceafcd. 
By an illufion of optics, all thefe wafhing-girls, 
when viewed in the diftance by the fafcinated 
philofopher, appeared fo many beauteous 

nymphs; 
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nymphs: but when he approached them, his 
whole foul was abfbrbed by one in particular 
who rcfemblcd Galatea furroundcd by the 
Nereids. Her long eye-la(hes, her large black 
eyes flafhing fire through their gliftening hu» 
midity, and giving a warmth and voluptuouf- 
nefs of expreffion to her countenance, her fine 
flowing hair, and her light and cafy fliape, united 
with a middle (lature -, fuch was the charming 
objeft who was deftined to awaken the firft fenfa- 
tions of love in the breaft of Nicias : an impref- 
fion which was the more lively, as the women of 
the country are in general far from beautiful *. 
He accofted her, and was pleafed with her re- 
plies. She told him (he only waflied her father's 
and her own clothes 5 that they lived in the 
neighbourhood -, and that having done her work, 
flie would condudl him to her father's houfc, if 
agreeable to him to accompany her. Nicias, 
who was well verfed in Homer, immediately 
thought of the princefs Nauficaa, who wafhcd 
the robes of her father Alcinous, and his ardent 
imagination readily transformed his fair one into 
the daughter of a king, or a nymph of the train 

^ The higheft degree of beauty in Egypt confided in being 
enormoufly fat ; for which purpofe they ate the feet of ani- 
mals, and certain drugs which promote t|^at habit of body* 

of 
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of Diana. He accepted her invitation, and evea 
aflifted his lovely waftierwoman to carry a part 
of her burthen. He aflced her, on the road, 
whether flic was married : " No,*' faid flie ; " T 
am but fifteen years old, and therefore am in no 
hurry ; though it is true my elder fitter was 
married at twelve j and my coufin, who was 
married a few days ago, had but juft completed 
her eleventh year." She afterwards informed 
him that her name was Deiphila, and her father^s 
Bocchoris, whom they found in a fmall garden, 
ornamented with fycamores and palm-trees. 
When Bocchoris heard the name of Nicias, who 
had already become famous throughout £gypt> 
be felicitated himfelf on receiving a vifit from fa 
great a philofophcr. This man was one of 

the moft zealous worfliippers of Apis and Anu- 
bis, and had a profound veneration for the cro-^ 
codile, for the ibis, and for cats. To the latter of 
thefe he had confecrated a corner of his garden, 

to which he condudtcd his gueft. *^ I feed 
them," faid he, " on bread crumbled into milk, 
and fometimes give them fifli from the Nile," 
He then fpoke of the great Ofiris, and of 
Typhon his brother. Nicias often inter- 
rupted him to addrefs Deiphila ; and when he 
took leave, Bocchoris invited him to fuppcr the 
next day. " I (hall give you," faid he, "fome 

3 po'"^ > 
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pork ; for to-morrow is the full moon^ and that, 
you know, is the only day in the year when wc 
arc allowed to eat any. Come with me, and fee 

me kill it." When this viflim was immolated^ 
Ihe fpleen, the epiploon or caul, and the extre- 
mity of the tail, were wrapped up in the fat, and 
burnt, the remainder being kept for dinner the 
next day. Nicias pafled a charming evening; 
and when he returned home, all his thoughts 

^nd defires were fixed on the amiable Egyptian* 
He would even have abandoned Venus, Mars, 
Jupiter, and the Greater and Leffer Bear, to 
contemplate the new conftellation he had dif- 
covered upon earth. This lituation, fo entirely 
new to the philofopher, deprived him of fleep; 
and being utterly inexperienced in the wiles of 
love, and totally ignorant of thofe fine and deli- 
cate allurements which, with dexterous manage- 
ment, penetrate at once into tijp heart of the fair, 
as the morning ray warms and reanimates t^e 
flower which the night has chilled -, he could dif- 
cover no other hopes of fuccefs, no other 
ianftion for his paflion, than the facred bonds of 
marriage. But how could a philofopher and an 
aftronomer, half wild from the hand of Nature, 
and efpecially a man who had hitherto lived in 
the mod abfolute independence, bend his neck 
beneath fo heavy a yoke? Thefe refletfbions 

violently 
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violently agitated him; while, on the one 
hand, he was attraftcd by the fweetly-foothing 
delights of mutual love, and on the other, re- 
preflTed by the cares and chains of an indilTolublc 
bondage. 

^ In this (late of anxiety he went out to diffipatc 
ftnd allay his uneafinefs by a ramble in the fields, 
and to refleft on the line of conduft he ought to 
purfue, when he accidentally met a friend, who, 
without erefting a ftandard of philofophy, poffeff- 
cd a great (hare ofgoodfenfcand found judgment. 
To him he confided his paflion and the inde- 
cifion of his mind, and afkcd his opinion relative 
to marriage. " If you were about to under- 
take a long journey," faid his friend, ^* would 
you prefer being alone, or accompanied by one 
you efteem and love?" — " What an idle quef- 
tion I" returned Nicias : " Nothing can be (6 
dull as travelling alone. If we incur any 
ganger, or fuffcr any hardfhips and misfortunes, 
thefc are furcly foftcned and alleviated by the 
company of a friend. If, when the opening 
day beams upon our path, while breathing the 
pure and refrclhing atmofphere of" morning, we 
traverfe a beautiful plain, or wind along a charm- 
ing valley, is not our pleafure doubled by com- 
munication ?" — ** Very well, my dear friend," 
replied his counfellor 5 " this is an anfwer to your 

inquiry. 
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inquiry. Life is a rugged and intricate path, 
full of ftones and rocks, and embarraffcd with 
briars, where we only now and then meet with a 
fertile and fmiling valley., This road we muft 
neceffarily pals, in our progrefs towards the end 
of our journey, and an agreeable companion par- 
ticipates the pleafures and alleviates the fatigues 
we meet with.*' At this time they perceived a 
man and woman difputing vehemently, till at 
length the man recurred to the law of the 
ftrongeft, and beat his antagonift. Immediately 
they ran to her afliftance, and afked the peaiant 
what could occafion this violent anger and 
brutality. '* It is only my wife I am correft- 
ing," faid the countryman. " She is an ill- 
tempered, capricious, indolent, paflionate, tur- 
bulent mifchicf'-maker, and, in fhort, I am tired 
of enduring her." When they queftioned the 
woman in her turn, fhe replied, with the fame 
afperity, that her hufband was a jealous, brutal, 
avaricious drunkard, and that Ihe could not live 
with him any longer. Nicias's friend, there* 
fore, advifed them to fcparate amicably, to which 
both parties readily confcnted. Upon this, 
Nicias faid, " You (ice it is better to travel alone 
than to take a companion, and then quarrel and 
fight by the way." — " Stay till to-morrow," re^ 
turned his friend, ^* before you fo haftily make 

up 
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Up your mind." Nicias, however, palled an- 
other night in the fame agitation as before, and 
equally incapable of deciding between love and 
Tcafbn. Asibon as day appeared, he haftened ta 
his friend, where he found the pcafant bcreadng 
him to prevail upon his wife to return, proteft- 
ing how much he loved her, notwithflandtng all 
her faults, and declaring that Jic coold not bear 
thus to live in iblitude like a moping owl. 
Kicias's friend immediately fent for the womao,' 
and alked her, in the hearing of her hufband, 
who was concealed from her view, whether flic 
pcrfiftcd in her determination to part. But no 
faoner did fhe hear this qucftion than flic burft 
into tears, confcfled fhe had paflcd a rtiiferable 
night, and alTured him^ that althoi^h her huHund 
had many faults and errors, Ihe could not bear 
his abfence. On this the hufband immediately 
came forth and embraced his wife, and they re- 
'turned home together, full of ioy and tendernefi. 
" What do you think now," faid the Egyptian 
to Nicias, " of matrimony and its ftorms ?"— - 
" I think," replied he, " that it refembles the 
climate of Greece, which is often foggy, cloudy, 
and tcmpeftuous, but which many fine days of 
fcrenity render a charming abode. Yes, I am 
d. I will marry Deiphila." He im- 
went to Bocchoris, and joined him in 
eating 
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eating his pork under the palm-trees ( for that 
was the day of the full moon) ; and after fupper 
Bocchoris and Nicias walked in the garden^ 
when Bocchoris happening to aik him whether 
he had pafled the night in contemplating the 
ilars. *' By no meansj" faid Nicias : << I walked 
on the banks of the Nile with your lovely 
daughter ; and , I think, that after this folitary 
nocturnal walk with a young girl, it is my duty 
to foiicit her in marriage." Bocchoris imnne*- 
diately gave his confent with tranfport. '' But 
I mud alfo have that of the charming Deiphila^" 
faid the philofopher.---" I have no doubt," re- 
plied the father, " of your obtaining it. There 
ihe is, muling in folicude : go and propofe it to 
her." Nicias now approached her, and both, at 
firft, were filent j for the philofophcr was to- 
tally unpra£lifed in this kind of interview, and 
knew not how to begin. At length he took 
courage, and faid, '' Fair Deiphila, though I 
am totally ignorant of the language of love, yet 
from the firft moment I beheld you, you have 
difturbed my peace and overpowered my reafon. 
The fineft fun-rifc,^ the moft brilliant view of 
opening fpring, the rofc mingling its new-born 
crinifon with the verdure of its foliage, never yet 
caufed fo lively a pleafure, or fo foft a fenlation 
in my breaft as the fight of your youthful and at- 

tractive 
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cradive charms. From that moment your 
image has been imprefled upon my breads as 
fweecnefs and ienfibility fmile in your lovely 
countenance. I was ailonifhed at my (ituation, 
and found I loved you. Either all my calcula- 
tions are erroneous, or to pofiefs you would con- 
flitute the happinefs of my life. I have already 
obtained the conlent of your father : but that is 
nugatory, unlefs confirmed by you. Speak — 
tell me if you hate me. If fb, it fhall go no 
farther : but if you do not, take me at my word, 
and let us be married to-morrow." Dciphila re- 
flefted for a moment ; then walking a few ftcps 
away from him, (he faid, " I am going to give 
you an anfwer." She then delineated fome letters 
in the fand with her (lick, after which (he fled 
away and vanilhed. Nicias approached, and 
read, with ccftatic joy, " Yes j the wife, the 
learned Nicias has gained my love." 

* The philofopher now retired, and confidered 
himfclfthe happieft of mankind. In the night, 
however, he was attacked with a violent indi- 
gcltion ; for' through complaifancc to Bocchoris 
and the amiable Dciphila he bad eaten pork, al- 
though in the habit of abftaining from all kinds of 
meat. In confcqucnce of this he had a danger- 
ous colic, headache, and fever. Immediately 
three phyficians attended him i and though he 

would 
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isrould icarcely admit more than one, he was told 
three were indif^enfably neceffary : one for the 
colic, one for the headache, and a third for the < 
fever. Such, indeed, was the cuftom in JEgy.pt, 
where no phyfician could praftife in more than 
one diforder. Hence each of thefc fons of 
^fcqlapius ordered his remedies apart. But 
Kicias followed his own judgment, and foon re- 
covered *. 

^ He immediately renewed his vifits to Dci- 
phila, and urged the acceleration of their nup- 
tials, which were fixed for the day after the new 
moon* Nicias waited for the expiration of this 
interval with all the impatience of a lover pant- 
ing for the accomplifhment of his dc fires, when 
an unforefeen calamity poftponed his promifed 
happinefs* On the appointed day the overjoyed 
Nicias came, like Tithonus rejuvenated by 
Aurora, to the houfe of Bocchoris, where he 

found the whole family overwhelmed with grief 
and confternation* Bocchoris and his daughteir 
had ftraved their eyebrows j they beat their 
breaftf^ and heaved the deepeft fighs and groans^ 
and when Nicias, full of alarm and furprife, 

* The phyficians being of the college of priefts, were 
obliged to follow the preicribed rules; from which if they 
deviated 9 their own life was relponfible for that of their 
patient, 

VOL. !!• <5^ eagerly 
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eagerly enquired the caufc of this mourning, ht 
was told, one of the cats of the family had fud- 
denly died. The veneration of the Egyptians 
for that animal is well known } and the philo^ 
fophcr, whofe wiflies it deferred, fincerely con- 
doled and fympathlfed on the occafion with his 
new relations. In the meanwhile the corpfe was 
wrapped in linen, and fent to the Taricheutas, 
to be embalmed and interred in the facred 
monuments. 

* It was ncccffary, however, to wait till the 
mourning was expired before the nuptials could 
be celebrated. The irrefiftible flight of time 
at length brought on that happy period^ and 
Bocchoris gave a great entertainment on the oc- 
cafion. In the middle of the feaft, while joy 
animated the features of every gueft, a large 
coffin, on which was a reprefentation of a dead 
man cut in wood, was brought round according 
to cuftom, and prefentcd by turns to each of the 
guefts, the bearer faying, Cafl thine eyes on this 
man \ thou wilt rejemble him after death. Now^ 
therefor e^ drink and be happy !* 

«« As the night was rapidly advancing, Eu- 
doxus broke off his narration j and the phyfician 
finding the pulfe of Ariftippus accelerated, de- 
fined he might hi left to repofe. He paflccf, 

however, a quiet night, and in the morning 

fccmcd 
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fcdrticd free from every diforder but that of ex- 
treme debility. While we were expeifling the 
arrival of his two philofophic friends, he^relatcd^ 
with great fpirit and animation, a fingular anee-* 
doteofhimielf. 
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CHAP. LXV. 

Lqfihenia's letter continued. '-^Gallant anecdote of 

^rijlipfus. 

' ,y WAS about thirty years old/ faid the dying 
J- philofopher, * when cither my thirft for 
knowledge, or a more fuperficial and idle curi- 
ofity, induced me to go to Corinth, whither my 
love of gallantry and of pleafure naturally tra- 
velled with me. There I foon became ena- 
moured #with the charms of the young and 
beautiful Lyhiffa. Lais, to whom I had been 
fome time attached, being informed of my in- 
fidelity, inftantly fet off from Athens, difguifed 
in man's clothes, and on her arrival at Corinth 
procured an introdudtion to Lybifla, ingrati- 
ated herfelf in her afFcdions, entangled her in the 
flowery fnares of love, and thus feduced her into 
the devious paths of inconftancy. You well 
know that nothing could be more amiable or 
attraftive than this beautiful Sicilian courtezan. 
Unfortunately I was obliged to make an excur- 
fion of feven or eight days to Megara, and thi* 
interval (he improved to the beft advantage. 

Lybifla 
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Lybifla having. confefTed (he was engaged to nie> 
?^ What fjgnifics this tranficnt inclination?" re- 
plied Lais. ^' Inconftancy and variety are the 
chief gratifications of the hearty and the primary 
im^ulfe of nature* In fa£t^ they are the univerfal 
Jaw. The feafons vary the face of the revolving 
year : Spring decorates the fields with fiowcrsi 
I Summer gilds and enriches them with corn> 
Autumn loads the trees with fruit, and fills our 
preiFcs with wine ; till at length winter arrives, 
and again wholly changes the animated fcene. 
The trees arc then ftripped of their leafy ho- 
Dours I and the orchards^ that fo lately fmiled 
with fruit and verdure, now chill the imagina- 
tion and deprefs the heart." Perfuafion doubt- 
lefs flowed irrcfiftibly from her lips : but np 
fooner did Lybiffa hear of my return than fhe 
fcot for me. Finding her manner unufually dif- 
.fant and embarraffed, I afted her what was the 

caufe of this change. She hefitated, blufhed, 
and caft her eyes upon the earth ; till at length . 
ftie faid, f' My dear Ariftippus, you are a phi- 
lofopher, and confcquently will have feme in- 
dulgence for my weaknefs." — " Yes, indeed," 
faid I i " I have too much need of that of others 
to rcfufe them mine. You may therefore fpeak 
with confidence, for I fhall liften to you with the 
fcgard and intcreft of friendfliip." — ^^ I once 

CL3 loved 
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loved you/* faid Ihe. — " Once !" repeated L 
"1 often flattered my felf that you loved me: 
but does your a(fe£tion, then, diminifh in lieu 
of increafing?*'— " Yes/* faidfhej "and to 
confefs it frankly, is a duty which I owe you/*— 
" At leaft/' replied I, *^ I had no expeftation 
of fo rapid a change. Have I, then, the mis- 
fortune to have a rival, more amiable oi; more 
happy than myfelf ?"— " Not more amiable/* 
returned (he, " though perhaps more happy*; if 
it be a happinefs to have taken my tendernefs by 
furprife/* — " Your fincerity, at leaft/* faid I, 
^^ ought to be fome apology for your incon<^ 
ftancy. But do me the favour to tell me the 
name of this happy rival ?*• — " He is one of 
your own friends,*' faid fhe : " his name is 
Amyclas/*-f— " Amyclas ! Yes,** returned I ; 
" I knew an Athenian of that name. He is a 
little man, with one eye, a broad, fiat nofe .; 
thick clumfy lips ; woolly hair ; and, in fhort, 
nearly refemblcs a fatyr. Is that the worthy 
rival who has induced you tp rcjcd: me ? I 
congratulate you on the elegance of your choice !•* 

At this moment the door opened, and a young 
man entered, faying, " Look, Ariftippus ! does 
my appearance correfpond with the pifturc you 
have drawn ? Do I rcfcmble a fatyr ?" Gods ! 
how I was aftonifhcd ! The youth, who thus 

fuddenly 
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luddenly addrefled me> was as beautiful as Nar- 
ciflus himfelf ! As I was (till (ilent, he faid^ 
*^ What ! does the amiable Ariftippus forget 
a friend, with whom he has pafled fo many 
agreeable and happy days ?"— -At length I dif- 
coveredj with the utmoft aftoniihment, that 
my rival was Lais herfelf, who affurcd me that 
Lybifla waited only for my confent to give her 
hand to her pretended lover. *^ I confent n 
it/' faid I, fmiling, « if fuch a union be poflible. 
But I have a certain fufpicion of this Amyclas ; 
and I believe an infurmountable obflacle wiU 
prevent your happinefs/*— ^^ And what is that ?^ 
faid Lybifla, with the utmoft aftonifhment^ 
x^* I cannot difcover any, for his heart is mine,'^ 
"Agreed," faid I; ^^ yet the heart is not 
enough in wedded life. But there he is, and to 
him I leave the explanation.?* Upon this> 
"Lais, after fome excufes, declared the inutility 
of her paflion, and acknowledged her fcx. At 
thefe words, rage and confufion diftorted the 
countenance of Lybifla, and flie quitted us with 
a threatening look of indignation and horror> 
but without uttering a wqrd.' 

" At this time entered Eudoxus and Anax- 
imander, and we requefl:ed the former to rcr 
fume the interefting narrative of NiciasI 
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CHAP. LXVI. 

tuofthenia^s Utt^ continued.^— Hijlory 6f Nictds 

continued. 

* iwjiciAS *as now pofleflTcd of a wift, who had 

• •^'^ been educated atnfidft a crowd of ftjper- 
iticious prejudices^ and loaded with amulets and 
talifmans* But her hufband, whofc philofophy 
>e«ras far fuperior to vulgar errors, loon di(^ 
^mbarraffcd her of all thefe trinkets, and conr 
vinccd her that it is only by purity of manners^ 
i)y relpeft for the gods, and by benevolence to* 
wards, mankind, that we can elevate our minds 
^bovc thefe bafe-born fears, or deferve the ap- 
probation of the Deity. Long did their lives 
glide on amid the fweet and tranquil enjoyments 
of mutual affedlion j and although Nicias did 
not find in his wife thofe mental endowments 
which would have multiplied as well as ftrength- 
cncd the bands of love^ and rendered it more in- 
tercfting and animated, yet, like a true philo- 
fopher, he treated her with ^11 that indulgence 
which cultivated minds owe to modeft igno- 

and confcious wcaknefs i efpecially when 

this 
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this flumber of the mind is compcnfated by the 
moft amiable and engaging qualities of the heart. 
Dciphila, however, was continually urging her 
hufband to get himfelf admitted among the 
Initiated, as the mod: certain road to fame and 
happinefs, both in the prefent world and after 
death. 

* Bocchoris, equally infatuated with preju- 
dices, andhimfelf one of the Initiated, wasalfo 
incelTantly fbliciting his fon-in-law to pais 
through this religious ceremony, which, he 
laid, would give him a new life and mode of 
exiftence. . *^ It requires fome courage," laid 
he, " to undergo the trials and the preparations 
required, for they are terrible and hazardous : 
yet the danger is but imaginary. Only brave it, 
and the palm of glory will be the reward of your 
firmnefs." In fadl, though Nicias was a true 
fceptic, the defire of being acquainted with 
myfteries fo univcrfally celebrated through- 
out Greece induced him to undergo a trial, too 
terrific for the majority of mankind. I have 
brought the manufcript,' continued Eudoxus, 
* wherein he relates the various ceremonies of 
the initiation. This manufcript I have had the 
utmoft difficulty to procure, an4 it coft the 
writer his life.* 
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•* We were now interrupted by ^ deputation 
from the Lycacum and the Academy, to inquire 
after the health of Ariftippus, He ordered them 
to be introduced ; and after having exprefTed his 
gratitude for their folicitudes, he added, ^ My 
laft journey is fixed in the great book of fate, 
and I (hall depart, on a very early day, from thii 
little fublunary globe. You may aflfure my 
worthy brothers, that whatever part of the uni- 
verfe I may inhabit when dead, I fhall remember 

their kindnefs, and will ferve them if it be in my 
power/ When the deputies were gone, Eu- 

doxus re fumed his manufcript, and read as 

follows. 
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CHAP. LXVII. 

Xsoftbenia^s letter continued. — The ceremonies cf 

initiation in Egypt. 

41 

' TJ^^^^^ I ^^^ off for the temple of Memphis, 
^ where the ceremonies of initiation are per- 
formed, my father-in-law again reminded me of 
the fatigues and dangers I was about tQ en- 
counter^ efpecially fliould my courage fail. But 
I replied, that my refolution was fixed, and that 
he might rely upon my firmncfs. Having pro- 
vided ourfelvcs with a lamp, and the means of 
lighting it, we fct out for the pyramid, where 
we arrived at night, and immediately af- 
cendcd fixteen fteps to a window three feet 
fquare, and always open. This was the be- 
ginning of a long winding paflage, which we 
could only enter by crawling on our bellies. I 
went firft with my lighted lamp in my hand, and 
after many turnings, we came to a very capacious 
well, coated with a very black afphaltos, and as 
fmooth as a mirror. The appearance of this 
well, by the light of my lamp, was very terrific. 

We 
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We could not difcover its depth, nor did we 
perceive any means of facilitating our defccnt j 
and, in general, men of weak minds proceed 
no further. Bocchoris endeavoured to difcover 
the ftate of mine, by looking at me fome time 
without uttering a word : but perceiving me re- 
folute and unlhaken, he took the lamp from 
Qie, placed it on his head, put one foot into the 
well on an iron ftep which the obfcurity of the 
place had concealed from my view j and fetting; 
the other on a fecond ftep, defcended without 
fpeaking. I followed him till we came to the 
fixtieth ftep, where we found a window that led 
into a commodious paftage cut in the folid rock, 
and defcending in a fpiral line one hundred and 
twenty.four feet. We then found folding-doors 
of brafe grating, which we opened without dif- 
ficulty and without noife : but as they clofed> 
they gave a very loud report, which long re- 
echoed through that v&ft ^ile of building. By 
this time we were at the bottom of the wclf, 
which was an hundred and fifty feet deep. Op- 
pofite to this gate, which faced the north, wars 
another to the fouthward, with a fixed iroh 
grating, formed of bars as thick as the arm. 
On looking through it, I perceived a paflag*, 
extending as far as I could diftinguifti, adorned 
on the left with a long range of arcades, illufni- 

nate4 
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^ted with a great number of lamps and torches; 
. and heard harmonious mu(ic> confifting of male 
gnd female voices, *' This paffage/* faid 
Bocchoris^ " paffcs under, the other pyramids, 
which are ufed as tombs^ and the arcades lead to 
a fubterraneous temple, where the priefts and 
pricfteflcs, whofe voices you hear, perform fa- 
crificcs and ceremonies every night, which I am 
not yet permitted to reveal.— But it is time we 
fhould reft, whatever be our intention, whether to 
proceed or return/' Accordingly we feated our- 
felves on a ftonc bench, which extended the 
whole circumference of the well, where I was 

deeply impreffed with the magnificence of thefe 
fubterraneous works, which are fully known only 

to the initiated. When we had retted ourfelves 
a few minutes, Bocchoris faid to me, " My fbn,^ 
that is the northern gate by which we entered^ 
To the eaft is another, which opens into a paf- 
fage parallel to that with the arcades, which as 
yet you are not permitted to enter. This 
paffagc was fix feet wide, very fmooth, per- 
fc£lly ftraight, and its roof formed a femicircular 
arch. On a pediment over the door were fomc 
black letters on very white marble, to the follow- 
ing efFcft : Wbofoever Jhall pafs this way alone, 
»nd without looking behind him, jhall be purified, bj/, 
jire^ water i and air \ and if he overcome the fear 

of 
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of deaths Jhall come forth from the bofom of tbi 
earthy Jhall fee the lights and have a right to pre^ 
fare his foul for the revelation of the myfteries of 
the great goddefs IJis^ Here Bocchoris told mc 
he could accompany me no farther, and that I 
ftill had it in my power to go back : but I re* 
plied, that I fhould proceed with the fame in* 
trcpidity as thofe who had gone before mc. 
Thus faying, I took the lamp, and bid him fare- 
wel. He embraced me, and told me to urate 
addrefs with courage. In the meanwhile he fol- 
lowed me at a diftance, though unknown to me* 
This is the general rule ; becaufc, in cafe the 
candidate ihould be taken ill, or want courage to 
proceed, his guide is to conduA him back to- 
wards the well, (hew him the way out, and ad^ 
vife him, for his own honour, never to fpeak of 
this adventure, and never to enter any one of the 
twelve temples of Egypt. Thus I walked, by 
lamp- light, along a fubterraneous road of more 
than a league in length, full of wonder and afto-^ 
nifiiment. At length I came to a little iron 
gate, which was (hut, and a few paces from \t 
faw three men in helmets, whofe crcfts were the 
head of Anubis *. I did not, however, recede j 

* Thefe three men gave rife to Orpheus's fable of the dog 
with three heads, 

and 
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4nd one of them faid to me, " You arc ftill free 
to return : but after this, you will never go out, 
except by the road that lies before you, and that 
without either going back or turning your 
head." Perceiving that I was flill refolvcd to 
go forward, they fufFcred me to pafs ; and here 
Bocchoris, as I was aftcr^yards informed, finally 
quitted me. As I advanced, I perceived, at 
the extremity of the road, a very white and vivid 
flame 5 and haftcning onward, I entered a vaulted 
chamber, one hundred feet high and as many 
broad. On either fide were flaming trees or 
pofts fet upright, round which branches of 
Arabian balm were entwined, together with 
Egyptian thorn and tamarind. The fmoke was 
carried off by long pipes, while the flames 
feemed to fill the room, fo as to refemble a 
burning furnace. On the floor, between the 
two rows of flames, was a red- hot iron grating, in 
the form of a lozenge, with fpaces juft wide 
enough to fet the foot, and I perceived that I 
could not go forward without crofllng it, which 
I did with as much care and dexterity as 
poflible *. 

^ Having pafled this trial, I came to a canal 
fifty feet wide, extending on both fides of the 

^ Theinajority of the trials fpoken of in hiflory were no 
edier than thefe. 

fubtcr- 
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fubtcrr^ncous charoberj and running acrofs irotl 
bars. This canal,which proceeded from the Nile^ 
made a very loud roar, which I confounded 
with that of the flames, by whofe light 1 per- 
ceived, beyond the canal, an arcade, within which 
were fteps ; and of thefe the uppermoft were 
loft in obfcurity. This I conceived to be the 
door that would bring me to open day-light, ef- 
pecially as I perceived two iron baluftrades 
rifing from under the water to the right and left. 
Fearing the flaming room might prefently ceafe 
to enlighten me, I again lighted my lamp, which 
therarefa£lion of the air had there extinguifhed. 
I then threw off^ my clothes, which I tied upon 
my head with my girdle, and fwam acrofs the 
canal with my lamp in my hand. I dreflfed my- 
felf as fpecdilyas poflible, afcended the fleps of 
the arcade, and came to a platform fix feet long 
by three wide. The floor was moveable ; and 
the fide-fences, which were of brafs, ferved as 
frames to the axles of two large wheels of the 
fame metal, the lower half of which was hidden 
by the fences, and the upper loaded with heavy 
chains. In the roof above the platform, which 
.was fifteen feet high, I faw three large dark ca- 
vities, and before me a door covered with the 
whitcft ivory.- This I frequently endeavoured to 
.open, but in vain. At length I perceived two great 

rings 



m C2tEEC£ AKD AStA* I4I 

rings of fteel, which (hone like diamonds, in 
the lintel of the doon Of thefc I took hold, to 
try whether by that means the door would open. 
This was the laft and mod terrific of my 
trials i for> the momefit the rings were moved, the 
wheels went round with a dreadful thundering 
nolfe, the floor rofe up by the door, and I had 
no alternative but to hang by the rings or imme- 
diately to return. I did not hcfitate, however 5 
for I remembered my inflruSions not to go 
back, and therefore grafped the rings. But the 
lintel of the door alfo rofe, and my lamp, which 
ftood on' the floor, Aid avyay and went out. 
Thus was I defticuce of light, hanging to a couple 
of rings, which I grafped very Jiard, in the midft 

qf a dreadful noife. In this fltuation I confefs I 
did not feel very much at my eafc. Above the 
door was a large wheel, to which were attached 
a tackling of ropes and puUies to fupport the 
door, that it might not fuddenly fall. The re- 
volution of this wheel, which was furnilbcd with 
flaps of iron plate, caufed a violent agitation in 
the air. In the meanwhile I perceived I wasde^ 
fccnding •, and when the door had returned to its 
original fltuation, it opened, and difcovered a 
capacious cave, very ftirongly illuniibatcd with ar^ 
immenfe. quantity of lamps, 
vol, II, R • Hcrp* 
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' Here I arrived at funriie, and (aw the god 
Apis through the gratings of his liable. I was 
much furprifcd to perceive that I had come out 
from under the pedeftal of the triple ilatue of 
Ofiris, Ifis, and Orus, and was received by the 
pricfts {landing in two rows behind the fanc-- 
tuary. 

* At this fight I began to breathe, and the high- 
pricft embraced me, and congratulated me on 

my courage and fuccefs. He then prefentcd me a 
cup of water from the canal I had juft traverfcd^ 
^ying, " This water is from the river Lethe, 
and will enable you to forget all theialfe maxims 
of the world." He then direfted me to proftratc 
iByfelf before the triple ilatue, and pronounced 
thefc words over me : " O Ifis ! thou great di- 
' vinity of the Egyptians 1 O grant tShy fpirit to 
him who has furmounted fo many difficulties and 
dangers ! Render him viftorious alfo in the 
trials of the mind, that his merit may procure 
him admiflion to thy myfteries !'* All the 
priefts having repeated the firft words of this 
prayer, 1 was diredlcd to rife, when the high- 
pricft gave me a compound liquor, telling mc 
it was a draught of mnemofyne, or memory, that 
I might retain the leffons of wifdom, I fliould 
foon receive. I was then conduced into an 

. apartment. 



iap^ftmfeht, where I found every thing 1 had 
heed of; as I was not to quit thefc holy abodes 
tiH after mv initiation. 

* I have fince learnt, that if, after J)affing 
through the \\,Ac door, the candidate be fright- 
ened, and return, the three men, who ar6 of* 
ficerS of the feeond order, fcis^c hini, and carry 
him to the fubtcrraneous temples, whence he U 
never fuffered to depart, left he (hould reveal thtf 
nature of thefe trials, 

* In the fame rnanner are thofe treated whd 
flop at the caiial. Should they be in any dangeri 
br taken ill, the officers give them afliftance : 
but they arc equally confined fof life. Their 
imprifonment, however, is by no mestns rigid; 

With their bwnconfcnt they are made officers of 
the feeond rank in thefe fubtcrraneous temples^ 
imd they are allowed to m,arry the daughters of* 
their fellow-officers*; But they arc obliged tol 
Ivriteto their relationsj that having attempted t 

* The other officers of the feccmd ranki who are chiliifeii 

6f the former, have the libercf* not indeed to change their 
tondition, (for that no Egyptian is allovt^ed to do,) bat to 
fetvei in their tarn, in the upper temples^ and even tofpeak 
to any one, like the priefts, becaafe they are bound t» feu 
trety by an oath; «vhereas thofe are thought unworthy to 
take it, who, having funk under their tri^lsj have broken 
their promifes to themfelves. 

R 2 ftlh 
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ra(h aflion^ the jull and merciful gods retain 
them in perpetual but happy imprifonment* 
" Fear and love thefc gods V From this time 
they are confidered as dead to the worlds and 
never again (jpeak with the profane. With re- 
gard to the laft of thefe trials, it impreflcd my 
mind with a lively idea of death itfclf, fijch was 
the dreadful crafli of the wheek in the midft of 
this impenetrable darkncfs ; while the noife was 
a fignal to the priefts who were waiting for the 
candidate in the fanduary. On hearing it, they 
covered all tlic apertures; and the people, if there 
were any in the temple, imagined ir was the 
thunder of the gods, to announce their imme- 
diate pre fence. It was at this laft trial, the 
courage of Orpheus failed: yet he was per- 
mitted to be initiated^ in confideration of his 
great youth and the charms of his lyre/ 

«« We requcfted Eudoxus to relate to us this^ 
part of the hiftory of that extraordinary man, {o 
celebrated on account of his love and of his 
talents, which embraced poetry, mufic, and 

philofophy. * Let him reft a little,* faid Arif- 
tippus, * for he muft have need of repofe. In 
the meanwhile we will vary our amufemcnts by 
flipper ; after which he will oblige us by re- 
fuming his narration*'' Supper being ferved 
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Vfp, we drank> and laughed^ and fang; and 
Ariftippus> though on his death-bed^ feemed 
rather to be preparing for his nuptials. When 
bur repaft was ended^ we fat round Eudoxus to 
Uften to his ftory. 



*3 
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CHAP. LXVIII. 

Lafibenia's letter continued.^^Hiftory ef Orpheus, 

*/T^His celebrated Grecian,' faid Eudoxus, 
X • who paffedfor afonof Apollo, becaufe 
he had received the brilHatit gifts of poetry and 
fflufic, had in Theflaly married the beautiful 
Eurydice, who was ftill more celebrated on ac- 
count of her love for her hufband than of her cx-s 
traordinary charms. Some time after the mar- 
riage, Orpheus, who eagerly thirftcd after know- 
ledge, hearing the ' profoand fcience and exten- 
five learning of the Egyptian priefts^ and their 
aftonilbing myfterics daily celebrated] conceived 
a with to go thither and be init'iated^ with the 
pcrfuafion he fliouid thereby enrich his poetry 
with new ideas of morality and virtue. Thi» 
idea he imparted to his wife, who inftanlly rc- 
folvcd to accompany him. They difcmbarked 
at Canopus, and thence came by a canal to 
Memphis : b^it it being then the dufk of the 
evening, they flopped at a tavern without the 
city. On the road, Eurydice felt a trifling 
: in her heel, to which, however, ihe 
piii4 
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paid no attention whatever : but Ihe had fcarcely 
entered her apartment when fhc fell into a very 
heavy drow(uie&> and told her hufband fhe 
wanted to rcpofc. An hour afterwards he was 
informed (he was afleep, and breathed very 
hard. He found her face fwelled^ her ikia 
livid } and though he endeavoured to awaken 
her, fhe continued apparently infcnfiblet Being 
uow alarmed, he eagerly and loudly called his 
hoft, who no fooner beheld her than he immedi* 
ately laid to Orpheus, " Your wife has been 
ftung by a venomous animal, and there is no 
poffibility of curing her. You ought to have 
been informed that you (hould not walk in Egypt 
without being provided with a certain balm^ 
which is an infallible fpeci6c for it : but a delay 
of only a few minutes renders the evil irremedi- 
able."—" Alas !" cried Orpheus, « I had the 
balm, but my unfortunate Eurydice did not tell 
me of the wound/' She died very foori after, 
and was removed, without ceremony, to the 
tomb of the ftrangers, becaufe Orpheus as yet 
was totally unknown. This tomb was the cata- 
comb of the mummies, fituaced a little way out 
of Memphis. At the entrance is the lake Ache* 
rufia, on whofe banks judgment is paiTed on the^ 
deceafed Egyptians : bu: ftrangers are neither, 
judged nor embalmed. Orpheus, however, 

R 4 who 
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who went every day to the catacombs to bewail 
his beloved Eurydice, heard fome of the Egyptian^ 
fay, there was a fubterraneous communicatiort 
between thcfe caverns and the pyramids, where 
>the fouls of the dead foamed about ; and that 
thofc who had had the courage to penetrate into 
it had heard the voices and the fongs of the 
blcffed (hades. On hearing this, Orpheus in* 
dulged the fweet and foothing, though illufory 
hope, of again beholding his loft Eurydice^ 
and perhaps of bringing her back to the realms 
of day. He therefore took a lamp and his lyre, 
which had long lain dormant and forgotten, and 
at night entered thefc dark and fubterraneous 
vaults,v which now re-echoed with the beloved 
name of his Eurydice. After an alarming in- 
tricacy of innumerable turnings and windings, he 
came to the well, and defcending the fteps, heard 
melodious mufic through the iron grating, and 
fancied that among the female voices he diftin- 
guifhed that of his Eurydice. He then read 
the infcriptioni and difcovered that he was 
in the road of that initiation which was the 
ultimate objcft of his expedition, and which he 
conceived would bring him to the abodes of the 
blefied. Thus animated at once by love and the 
defire of knowledge, ' he paffed courageoufly 
through the trials of fire and water: but on 

coming 
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coming to that of the moveable platform, ac- 
companied with the noife of the wheels and the 
jigitation of the floor itfelf, in lieu of grafping 
the rings, he drew back, and was thrown, in 
fpite of his exertions, on the fteps of the arcade. 
He immediately perceived his error; and 
therefore, as foon as he faw the door of the pc- 
deftal open, took his lyre, and, being refolved Ofi 
death, advanced towards the fanfluary, finging 
fome verfes in which the names of the gods and 
of Eurydice were frequently repeated; and at 
the fame time accompanied himfelf with his 
lyre fo melodioufly and fo tenderly, that he 
charmed all the priefts, by whom he was now 
furroundcd. As foon as he ccafcd finging, he 
threw himfelf on his knees to await his fcntence : 
but the high-priefl: raifed him up, and faid, 
* You can be no other than the celebrated Or- 
pheus! We perceive by youir fongs, and the 
fublimity of your harmony, that you love and 
honour the gods, and that they are aufpicious to 
you. The goddefe Ifis pardons, in confidera- 
tion of your piety, your weaknefs at the laft of 
the trials : but in reparation of your error, (he 
commands you to tranfplant her worfhip into 
Greece.* Orpheus made no other anfwer than 
by teaj:s of gratitude and joy ; and the high-priefl: 

admitted 
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admitted him into the number of the im^ 
tiated *. 

^ It is faid the tomb of this favourite of th^ 
Mufes^ who has taught mankind the cere- 
monies of religion^ is in Thrace i and that die 
nightingales, who build in the branches that 
furround it, fing with extraordinary melody and 
fwcetnefs/ 

"Perceiving that Ariftippus was inclined to 
fepofe, we now filently withdrew, and deferred* 
till the next day, the remainder of the biftory of 
the initiation." 

* Orpheus^ in h&, inftituted the myfbries of Ceres at 
Eleafis, whence they were called the EleudniaD myHeries^ in 
imijCatioD of thofe of Ids ; dividing them into the greater and 
leiFer, as thofe of Egypt were diftinguifhed into the greater 
and leflcr initiations; the former being limited to the 
iMitiveS) and the latter extending to foreigners^ In each of 
thefe countries the initiated were bound by an oath ; for the 
mod trifling violation of which they anfwered with their lives ; 
being tried and judged j if taken ; and if not, by every other 
poffible means, wher efoever they might be. In that cafe the 
part revealed was immediately altered. Nothing was efleem- 
cd fo facred or fo important^ throughoat Greece^ as thefe 
^yfleries ; and not only Atticus, bat Auguflus himfelf wM 
pf the number of the initiated* 
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C H A 1?, LXIX. 

Is^ftbma^s letter continued.-^Hiftory of the initi- 
ation concluded. 



*' it s foon as I arofc I entered the chamber of 
•aV my friend, together with his phyfician, 
\ Hearken/ faid Ariftippus, ^ to my laft wilhes. 
I would have my funeral obfequies accompaniedj 
not with hymns of the country, but with con-^ 
vivial fchoUas for my country is every foiJ, 
where men arc to be found, I would not have 
my body e^cpofed before the door of the houfe^ 
that every pa^Texiger ri^ay come thither to look 
fat me s and I requeft, my dear Lafthenia, to 
wear a white drefs, in lieu of the black generally 
adopted i for death ought rather to be rendered 
^ cheerful as ppffible, than to receive every fu- 
perBuous addition of extraneous gloom. It 
would be ufclefs to employ pfychagogucs to call 
aloud upon my (hade to come to the habitation 

prepared, for it, for I certainly will not attend 
their evocation/ At this moment an old fe-? 
male (lave fneezed towards her left, which is an 
WOf^vQur^ble oqif n. ^ There/ faid he, * is the 

fybU 
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fybil who announces my approaching death. 
Crown her with flowers !' And now feeing his 
two philofophic friends come in, he faid, * Burn 
perfumes, and make libations to Hecate, that I 
may have an aufpicious journey.' 

" After theft ceremonies, Eudoxus refumed 
his narration. ^ I was fufl^red to repofe during 
four-and-twenty hours, but with a ftridt pro- 
hibition to quit my apartment j and the next day 
the priefts came to inform me I was about to 
commence a faft of eighty-one days, during 
which period I wasonly to drink water. The two 
firft months I had as much bread as I chofe, and 
fruit both frefh and dried in the fun. During 
the twelve following days I had the fame quan- 
tity of bread, but only three ounces of fruit; 
and the nine laft I fafted very rigoroufly, 
eighteen ounces of bread being all the nourifh- 
ment allowed me. During the feventy-two firft 
days I ate alone, and at whatever hours I pleafed. 
I only flept fix hours, and that on a bed without 
any covering : but at noon I was allowed to 
fleep one hour fittitig. Thus much for the purifi- 
cation of the body, which is the firft of the three 
parts of the initiation s the two others being the 
purification of the foul and the manifcftation. 

* The purification of the foul confiftsin inftruc- 
tion and invocation, and the latter is performed 

by 
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l>y attending the facrificcs an hour every morning 
and evening : but the candidate is placed fo as 
neither to fee nor be fcen. In the inftrudion, 
they fpoke principally of the duties of my con- 
dition i and I attended two conferences every 
<]ay. In that of the morning, a prieft explained 
to me, during an hour, the idea of the unity of 
the Deity, who had conceived the world by his 
intelligence before he formed it by his volition : 
adding, that to conform to the weakncfs of man- 
kind, they are permitted to adore him in his attri- 
butes and works ; as, for indance, in the fun, in 
the planets, in great men, fuch as Ofiris, Jupiter, 
and Mercury; and in terrcftrial produdions, 
fuch as animals and plants. They 'talked of the 
inferior orders of divinities employed by the. 
Supreme in the government of the world, and 
of Typhon and the evil genii, who are con- 
ftantlv endeavouring to difturb the order of Na- 
ture. The conference at night continued an hour 
and a half, and the fubjedt was morality* The 
candidate has liberty, during forty- two days, 
to enter the ftudies of the pricfts, which are ap- 
propriated to facred inftruftion i for the whole 
college devote their attention individually to 
each candidate, and employ their minds on his 
charafter and manners. Their wives, who en- 
joy the honorary title of pricfteffcs, dtiough un-* 

accompanied 
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accompanied by any facerdotal funftions, inhab^ 
. the fame edifice. They may enter their huf- 
band's apartments, but not their ftudics, nor th<i 
public and common apartments, except the cor- 
ridors, which merely fervc as palT^ps. The 
candidate is forbidden to fpcak to them, or even 
to give them the flighted falutatton. This rule 
appeared fo much the more painful a privation* 
as thcfe priefteffcs, who are in general extremely 
beautiful, never failed to falute me tnofl re- 
^eftfully as they paOed, which I was not per- 
mitted to return by the moft trifling fign. By* 
this wc arc to Icam to defy the charms of the fair* 
fex, and voluntarily to deprive ourfelves even oi* 
what is lawful, whenever our duty requires. 

' On the evening of the forty-fecond day I 
was informed that for the next eighteen I waa 
about to enter on the moft profound filence i 
that the ufe of any fign whatever, to communi-' 
catc my thoughts, was prohibited, except in cafe 
officknefs, which I might fignifyby laying dijr 
hand on my heart. In that cafe the candidate is 
ated with the greateft care by thofe priefts 
10 arc phyficians : but after his cure, he muft 
:ommence the purification at whatever period 
the three months he has fallen ill. I was fur-< 
hed, however, with books and tablets, ra- 
ther with a flyle, that I might write what- 
ever 
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ever I pleafcd. In the meanwhile my other ex- 
crcifes continued the htac : but I was obliged to 
attend my two conferences without being called $ 
and their only care was to wake me in the morn- 
ing and after dinner. The gardens were always 
open to me, but I was not allowed to notice any 
one, either man or woman, and every one a£ted 
in the fame manner towards me. The prieft 
who announced to me this filence of cighteea 
days told me it would be enforced with the ut- 
moft rigor ; that hitherto a few trifling errors 
had been forgiven j but that the leaft violation 
of the rules now prefcribed would coft me my 
liberty for the remainder of my life. The next 
mol-ning, as foon as I arofe, three priefts entered 
withauftere countenances. They reproved me 
for the little fatbits I had committed fince tTie 
commencement of my preparation ; and among 
others, that I had faluted a woman with a motioa 
of my head, which was a fafl. They alfo 
mentioned various adtions of my pad life, which 
at firft aftoniflied me; although my furprife 
was afterwards removed, and their knowledge of 
them accounted for *• Towards the evening of 

• As people from every part applied to the college oF \ 

prieds for oracles and predidions, they made or caufed to be 
made* by their officers of the fecond order, nameroas in- 
quiries of what was paffiog in the world, efpedally relative to 
the hiftory and tranfaftions of every perfon of eminence. 

the 
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the laft day the three priefts came to me ^th si 
fercne countenance, and one of them told me I 
was about to be admitted into a body which had 
been formed by merit alone> and would hold the 
firft rank in the efteem of mankind -, that al-^ 
though initiation was but a participation of the 
pricfthood, the pricfts were only fuch by birth t 
whereas the initiated attained their rank by a 
merit which had undergone the moft rigorous 
trials. He added, that the next day they 
would reftorc me the ufe of my fpeech^ and 
that they gave me twelve days to rccolleft, either 
in writing or by memory, what I had learnt in • 
my conferences and leftures; that by being 
initiated, I v/as a regenerated mans that the 
hours and the length of my prayers would be re- 
gulated according to my piety and my choice ; 
and that in future I might converfe with the 
priefts^ and fahite their wives, provided I did not 
Ipeak. 

* The next day after thcfe twelve were ex- 
pired, the high-prieft, accompanied by feveral 
others, cam^ into my room. . " My fon," faid 
he, " You muft anfwer the three following quef- 
tions in the courfe of nine days, till which time 
both books and converfatioxi are prohibited^ 
Of the gods alone you muft aflc for the neccflary 
illumination?. During that time you will fleep 

in 
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in the fanAuaiy, behind the ftatues of the three 
divinitiesi that the goddefs Ifis may ixiftru^ you 
in your dreams ; and every day, before the gates 
are opened, a facrifice will be made to her, to 
fupplicate her to fill your foul with wifdpm. You 
may alfo go and meditate on your anfwer$ in the 
garden ; and to enliven your folitude, you will 
eat twice a day with us ; but you muft preferve 
iilcnce, and adopt the diet prefcribed^ which 
is nine ounces of bread and p little water. The 
high prieft then afked me three queftions, which 
I have anfwered elfewhere^ and which will be 
found in my laft w;ork. When I went to , 
the temple, I perceived that a folemn and per- 
fe£fc faience prevailed throughout the houle, 
which continued nine days. The pricfts and 
prieftefles never fpoke in my preftnce, and even 
when at a diftance, only whifpered in each 
other^s ears. Before that time, they walked and 
converfcd together in the garden ; but during 
thcfc nine days, I only faw there the pricfts ap- 
pointed by turns to guard the bull Apis -, who 
was fecdina: in an inclofure in the middle. As 
the citizens were only received in outer halls, 
no one knew there was a candidate in the tem- 
ple, which was kept an inviolable fecret. At 
the hour of dinner, I was furprifed xo obferve, 
that the priefts fubmitted to the fame abftinencc 
as was prefcribed to mc. At length came the 
/ VOL. IK s twelve 
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twelve days of the manifcftation, or third an^ 
laft part of the initiation. This was not fo^ 
much a talk as the reward of all the privations 
that preceded. I now broke my faft, and wine 
and fucculent meats were brought me i but as^ 
I had been- deprived of thefe luxuries during 
three months, the facerdotal phyficians prcfided 
at my meals, and regulated my diet. 

' By the manifcftation, the fubterraneous abodes 
are opened to the candidate -, and he travels as 
it were in a new world, 

* At day-break, on the firft of thefe twelve 
days, I was condufted to tlie triple ftatue, be- 
fore which' I knelt down, while the high prieft 
confecrated me in the name of wifdom to Ifis ; 
to Ofiris, the benefaftor of mankind ; and to 
Orus, the god of fccrecy and filence : I thea 
fwore never to reveat to any of the profane 
what I ftiould fee in thefe fubterraneous temples; , 
agreeing, (hould I violate the.fccret, tofubmit 
to the vengeance of all the deities of heaven, 
of earth, and of helJ ; and delaring myfclf in that 
cafe guilty of death. Having taken this oath, the 
fubterraneous regions, comprifing an extent df 
four thoufand fquare paces^ were opened to* 
me ; and according to cuftom> the laft of the 
initiated Egyptians, then ' in the houfe, was 
affigncd mc as a guide. At the entrance I 

heard 
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heard the cries and fcreams of children *, whom 
I found to be thofe of the priefts, their mothers 
being delivered of them in this place. For 
ufing this dark retreat they, had two motives; 
that the children might be accuftomed to that 
obfcurity in which they were to pafs their lives ; 
and that no noife might difturb the ftudies 
xind contemplations of the priefts. My guide 
only permitted me to view this abode from the 
entrance; and that for a fingle moment. 

* The officers of the fecond order, together 
with their wives, form a numerous eftablilh- 
ment of inferior afliftants to attend on the religi- 
ous ceremonies; ofdomefl:ies;to wait upon their 
foperiors or the priefteflcs; ancjj^of labourers jpf 
all claflcs, to perform various kinds of work in 
the houfe and temple> no ftranger being ad- 
, mitted. The priefteflcs are diftinguifhed from 
other women, by a tunic of the fame colour as 
th^t of their huft)ands. All the mechanic arts 
carried on in thefe regions, abound in intereft- 
ing cujiofities, and- they had lately contrived 
frQm under' this vaulted obfcurity, certain aper- 
tures into the courts and gardens of the facer- 
dotal houfes ; but thefe were for the admiflion 
of air,_ and not of light ; and as I could not ex- 

. • O/pheus imagioed thefe cries proceeded from children, 
who died at the brea(l> and inhabited the veilibule of hell. 

s 2 • plore. 
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plore this vaft region in a fingle day, I afcended 
by thefe apertures into the upper houfes. On 
the fourth day I arrived at the field of tears, 
nvhich comprifes nine acres in lengthy and three 
in breadth ; here the officers of the fecond rank 
are punilhed for their errors and negleAs^ after 
having been tried by three priefts. Some were 
condemned to roll a cylinder of ftone of various 
fizes up a hill > on the other fide of which it de« 
fcended^ and thus they were conftantly obliged 
to reiterate their kbour. Women there were 
who drew ^ater from a deep weU, and poured 
it into the channel of a running ftream *• Both 
lexes were naked to the middle i and when they 
ihad committ^ any fcandalous crime, or fiich 
as would difturb the order and tranquillity of 
the houfe^ they were condemned to pa& many 
years in thefe fubterraneous caverns in perfe£b 
filence. I faw there priefts and prieftefles cloatfar- 
ed in black, and deprived of their facerdotal 
tunic. They concealed their faces as they 
walked, and each of them occupied a cell, 
where they had no refources but books, which 
they were freely allowed. If any of them vio- 
lated the fccret, whether priefts or others, their 
breafts were to be opened, and their hearts torn 

^ Thefe were the origins of the rock of Sifyphas and the 
Tun of the Danaids, 

14 out. 
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out, and given to be devoured by birds of 
prey 5 but whole ages pafs away without any 
example of this cruel punifhment. 

* As 1 ftill advanced, I arrived in an enchanted 
fcene called Elyfium', which was a garden above 
two miles long and eight hundred paces wide. 
It is approached by eight great parallel avenueSj 
adorned on either fide with large pots of flowers 
and odoriferous ihrubs. The priefts have 
embellifhed it with every thing the mod 
poetical imagination can invent; and as it is 
one hundred and forty feet below the furface of 
the earthy the fun weakened as it wtpre by the 
diftaoce, and by the , (bade of the trees^ with 
which the garden is crowded^ fpreads a fofc 
light, refembling that of a fine nodlurnal fcene, 
when the moon is at the full : that light fo dear 
to the heart of fenfibility, and fo propidous to 
every tender reverie. In the bottom, the form 
of which is elliptical, is an immenfe iheet of 
water, feeming in the diftance to proceed from 
the clouds, and meandering through very capa- 
cious canals, till it runs off into wells* Befides 
this, a number of fecret pipes fupply an infinity 
of beautiful fountains. The whole plot is laid 
out in charming walks, groves, and laby- 
rinths decorated with ftatues and groups, in 
marble^ bronze, and porphyry^ by the beft 

s 3 makers. 
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mafters. The flower beds arc formed by long 
caiflbons of earth, funk down even with the 
ground, and adorned with the moft beautiful 
flowers, myrtles, laurels, and orange- trees. In 
the middle of the garden, a large fpace is left 
uncultivated, ferving as an arena or circus ; 
where the children of both fcxes belonging to 
the temple are exercifed. Hence they acquire* 
that grace and agility for which they are diftin-* 
guiflied in the performance of religious ceremo-' 
nies i and although gravity, modefty, ' and re- 
ferve, are the peculiar duties of priefts and 
priefteflTesi yet they excel the refl: of the world in 
theeafeand elegance of their manners. The priefts 
contrive a kind of theatrical fcene for replying 
to thofe who confult them, relative to fecrets 
and future events. On thpfe occafions, the in- 
quirer is often made to wait whole months for 
his anfwer ; during which interval, the priefts 
endeavour to Iparn, both from himfclf and by 
other channels, all his concerns, efpccially thofe 
relative to the objecl of the inquiry. Hercj 
upon they prepare an anfwfsr in yerfe, and ar- 
range the fcenery and decorations that are to ac- 
company its delivery. They then receive t^t 
inquirer in fecret chambers, where he is fed 
/or feyeral days on light food and delicious li- 
quors. 
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tjuorSj containing narcotic ingredients 4 be is 

al& admitted into the temple, to be prcfent at a 

number of ceremonies which are performed in 

fccret. After this he is ^^laccd between a prieft 
and a woman in an open car, of which the 

wheels are concealed ; and frequently a woman 
is afligned him as counfellor and companion. 
The car being gently pufhed behind, runs down 
the gentle declivity of the walks, leading to 
Elyfium ; and the officers of the fecond rank, 
who are afterwards relieved by others, continue 
to pu(h .it with equal velocity aSL far as Elyfium 
itfelf j at the entrance of which, the inquirer 
defcends from the car. Then the prieft and 
pricftefs, without permitting him to quit their 
prefence, Ihew him the ftiades of tile happy . 
walking in Elyfium j while their diftance, and the 
faintncfs of the light prevent thefe Ihades from 
being diftindly feem On quitting thefe fcenes the 
inquirer is condufted to the temple of divina* 
tion. At the entrance of this temple is a fuperb 
flight of fteps, through which he perceives as it 
were, in a large fubtcrrancous cavern, the flames 
of a canal of fulphureous and fpirituous water ; 
which, though the canal is very narrow, has the 
cfie6l of a river of fire *. Acrofs thefe flames 

* Hence it was that Orpheus took the idea of the Phlege* 
thoD. 

s 4 are 
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are fcch on the further fide men and women 
apparently naked, and lafhed by the Eumenides, 
while the vaulted roofs re-echo with the found 
of blows that are totally harmlcfs. Thefe ob- 
sjcfis are pointed Out to the inquirer, who 
is told of the crimes of the damned i after 
which he is brought before the theatre, where 
the prieft and prieftefs feat themfclves befide 
him, while chorufes are performed to the fineft 
mufic, and theatrical fcenes reprefented, 

* Near Elyfium is the pantheon, the entrance 
to which, confifts of feveral very deep arcades. 
This capacious temple is but thirty feet high by 
forty wide. It is however of a very extraor- 
dinary length, and were it fmallcr, would be 
very ill calculated for the reception of the gods 
of Ji^gypt in fcparate chapels. Nor has even 
this temple a compartment allotted to each 

divinity, for the Egyptians worfhip at leaft thirty 
thoufand gods. The fanftuary is confecrated to 
Ifis, who is the mother of Nature, or rather Na- 
ture herfelf. Each of thefe gods and demi-gods, 
ftands with his face towards the entrance of the 
temple; the lowerpart of which is referved for the 
malevolent gods or evil genii. Typhon Hands 
upright againft a wall, the height of which he 
cquals> and his arms reach to the extremity of 

thofe 
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thofc to the right and left ; but his figure Is hu» 
mskfl only as far as his navel; for his legs and 
thighs are two enormous dragons. Flames pro* 
ceed from his eyes and mouthj and he is fur- 
rounded by twenty chapels^ appropriated to 
cvil genii, whofe faces are turned towards the 
benevolent deities^ to ibow the oppofition of 
their natures. The wails and roofs of the tem- 
ple are full of hieroglyphics expreffive of the 
hiftory and worftiip 'of the gods. Here every 
oight from ten till two o'clock, various lacrifices 
and ceremonies are performed, at which, during 
the three laft days of manifeftation, all the fub« 
jEerpaneous inhabitants^ even the prifoners of the 
field of tears, mod of the initiated, and the can* 
didate himfelf, attend. As theie nodurnalcere** 
monies begin before the expiration of the na« 
tural day, the prieft^ firit addrefs the gods who 
prefide over the day, moA of whom have facri* 
fices peculiar to themfelves, and particular kinds 
of wood for burning them, which are ignited 
either by the fun's rays from a parobolie mirror^ 
^by the fparks of flint and fteel, or by lamps,:ac* 
cording to the rank and dignity of each divinity, 
* The facrificcrs of fome of thefc gods are pricfts, 
while others are ferved by prieftefles. At mid- 
night the lacrificer of the day comes ferth from the 
lower temple, followed by two files of pricfts, who 

advance 
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advance towards the ftatuc. of Ifis. They are 
accompanied with a grand chorus of mufic, con- 
filling of pricfts, priefteffcs, and young people! 
of both fexes, from nine years old upwards^., 
When the facrificer comes to the ftatue, the 
two files ofjpriefts open to let the viftim pafs, 
which is brought forward by eighteen of the 
the priefts* daughters, who walk naked two. by 
two, each bearing a baflcet of fruit and other 
prefents then in feafon j. a cfercmony which they, 
continue, to perform, from thirteen years of age, 
till they are. married* The bafkets are emptied 
by the facrificer on a large fquare altar, the front 
of which bfs^rs the following infcription : To tbeey 
Ifis.y the only and the univerfal god *. When 
thefe young virgins have . withdrawn from the 
fanftuary, the priefts enter to perform the reft 
of the ceremonies, which continue above two 
hours, always accompanied by mufic and fing- 
ing. The rites themfelves vary according 
to the feafon. The mufic paflfes from thefe 
fubterraneous temples into thofc above, and 
thence the beauty of the yerfes, and the melo-^ 
dioufncfs of the (trains fpread them from mouth 

to mouth thrbughout the. country <}•. 

'On 

* Tib)> una jqus es omnia, Dea, Ids ! 
•J- Thefe were the famous my fteries of Ifis, whofe in viola* 
ble fecrecy rendered them" fo*refpcdlable in the fine ages of 

the 
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« On the laft day of my initiation, I ftill flcpt 
in the fubtcrraneous regions. In the meanwhile 
thepriefts were preparing for the magnificent pro- 
ceflion which was to take place the next day; called 
the Great Ifiac pomp, or the triumph of the 
initiated candidate* 

* On the preceding evening, fix officers of the 
fecond order came on horfcback in front of the 
royal palace, which is fituatcd oppofite to the tem- 
ple, at the other extremity of the great fquare, 
to announce with trumpets^ that the next ddy a 
newly initiated candidate would make his ap- 
pearance, and the fame proclamation was majc 
in all thofe ftreets where the proceffion was to 
pafs. When the candidate is an Egyptian, this 
circumftance is alfo declared; for if he is 
a foreigner, the proceffion is lefs magnificent, 
being confined to going round the temple, and 
the proclamation is only made before that edi- 
fice. As many years often pafs without re- 
ceiving an initiated candidate, the people were 



the Egyptian hiflory : and which afforded an example or ' a 
pretext for the difTolute* manners that afterwards difgrac^d 
the temples of Greece and Italy. It is an eflablifhed fa£t, 
however, that the prieils and their afliflants in the Pantheon, 
never introduced thefe abufes into their, wprfhip. 

very 
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very eager to fee the ceremony : I fhall not, flow- 
ever, here defcribc the proceflion made on my ac- 
count, who am a foreigner i but that which I 
■witneflcd a year afterwards for a native. 

' The whole of the laft night of initiation was 
employed in decorating the intide of the temple 
with the moft magnificent riches the fecred rc- 
pofitories contained, and the citizens of Mem- 
phis adorned the fronts of their houfes with their 
tno& precious hangings and other ornaments. 
After fun- rife, the tabernacle of Ifis was brought 
from the fubterraneous regions, and expofed to 
view in the middle of the fanftuary. .This was 
a large coffer covered with a veil of white filk 
fpangled with hieroglyphics in gold, over 
which was a black gauze, cxpreffive of the fc- 
crecy that attends the myfteries of the goddefs. 
Before the priefts went away, they offered her a 
facrifice; during which the priefts' daughters, 
who never appear abroad but at the feafts of 
Ifis, performed by turns a fcrious dance to in- 
flrumental mufic. After this the folemn pro- 
ceflion began, being led by the fix officers who 
had proclaimed the ccrimony, and who from 
■ ne founded their truftipcts. Two files 
of the fame order accompanied the 
proccfCoQ 
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proceflSon on each fide, throughout its whole 
extent. Of the four clafies of priefts, thofc of 
mathematiciansj phyficians, and lawyers, went 
firft, being preceded by their children, who were 
in the fame dreffes as themfelves. The officiating 
priefts wore a black robe over their tunic of fine 
linen, while thofe of the three firft claflcs were 
blue, violet, or red ; a fold of them being ufed to 
cover their heads. Between the two files walked, 
one by one^ the priefts, called paftophori^ 
who i{i lieu of a robe wore a cloak of the colour 
of their clafs, carrying the facred books of 
Mercury whence they draw all their learning. 

* After this part of the proceffion can^e a prieft 
of the firft clafs in a black cloak, holding the 
celebrated Ifiac tablet which refted on his breaft; 
this was a plate of copper, bordered and interfered 
witl^ narrow plates of filver, on which arc en- 
graved the emblems of the myfteries of Ifis, under 
the form of women i fome ofwhom have the heads 
of various animals* This was followed by the 
priefts' daughters, drefled in robes of the colour 
of their clals over a tunic of fine linen i and 
above theie they had a mantua each of a difier- 
ent colour, embroidered with gold, and adorned 
with .gold tafifels fixed on their left fhoulder with 
a precious ftone. Their hair formed the ^hicf 

ornamenc 
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ornament of their heads^ which were decoratecf 
with feathers 5 and they wore pendants to their 
cars, pearl necklaces, and bracelets of great 
Value. They formed four files, and walked in 
couples arm in arm. The direfting priefteffcs 

' who were dreff^d in black, except their tunic, 
walked in the middle, and round this group of 
beautiful women, who were rarely fcert abroad, 
the guards were doubled. Next came a very 
numerous band of muficians, confiding of priefts 
and their children, thus announcing the taberna- 
cle of Ifis, which was carried on the (boulders 
of eight priefts, being immediately preceded by 
virgins of the fecond order, cloathed in very fine 
white woollen dreffes decorated with flowers, 
and performing light airy dances before it, 
to the mufic of the fiftra apd crotala which 

-they carried in their hands; other virgins 
of the fame order burned perfumes on either 

. fide, the fmoak of which enveloped the taber- 
nacle in a cloud. The high prieft followed, 
alone, cloathed in a purple robe, lined with 
ermine, over a white tunic j and his train was borne 
by two children of the fecond order. His head wa» 
covered with a kind of mitre or turban, which 

. he has the exclufivc right to wear ; and he alone 
carried the augurial wand, which no other prieft 

can 
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can u(c in his prcfencc. After him came priefts 
of the firfl: order, who interpret the (acred ^t- 
ings, the books of which were carried by the 
paftophori. Two of them had a (haft upon 
their fhoulder, with the augurial or divining 
vafe, on which were laid an aftrolabe, a quadrant, 
and a compafs. All the priefts of this clafs wore 
a black robe over a white tunic, being followed 
by their children ; after whom walked the four 
priefts who fuperintended their education. 

' The laft part of the triumph of the initiated 
affumed a martial appearance. Behind the for- 
' mer, and at i little diftancc, came three ban- 
ners flying to the found of fiftra and of drums ; 
the firft rcprefenting the* god Apis, the fymbol 
of the kingdom of Memphis ; the fecond, that 
of Egypt or the fphinx ; and the third, that of 
the whole world, which is a ferpent with his 
•tail in his mouth;- then followed the initiated of 
every noraeor diftrift, who are admitted, becaufe 
all the initiated throughout Egypt form but oni 
body. They walked one by one in their ufual 
drefs, which they never change; confifting of 
a linen vcft, *which extends no lower than 
the knees, and over- this the robe belonging 
to their dignity or their office. By their 
fide, but out of ttoe rank;^ walked the initiated 
foreigners, of which number I was one. 

^At 
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« At length came the newly initiated candidate 
between the youngeft of the priefts on his right, 
and the oldcft of the initiated on his left. He 
was cloathed for this day only in a white tunic, 
with a long train on the ground of the length of 
his body. He had a belt over his Ihoulder em- 
broidered with black, from which hung a fword 
with a fteel hilt ; and as a girdle^ a fcarf of the 
colour of fire embroidered with gold i he had a 
crown of myrtle on his head, and held in his 
band a large palm-branch as a fymbol of peace. 
l^aftly, he wore a white veil extending to his 
bread, which, though fufficient to prevent hrs . 
features from being known, was tranfparent 
enough for him to fee his way. He was followed 
by a triumphal car with four horfes abrcalt, where 
four virtues, carried a triumphal crown over the 
feat which was unoccupied, while the difcom- 
fited vices lay around the foot-board* This car 
refembled that ufed in Egypt for triumphant 
generals after any great vidory. But the ini- 
tiated candidate never enters that which attends 
on him, to fhcw that be does not even afpire to 
the honours his great a£tions may deferve. He 
was received with acclamations s flowers were 
ihowered down upon him> and he was con- 
tinually bathed with efienccs and precious per* 

. fumes. 
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fumes, which were thrown from the windows 
of the houfcs, or over the heads of the 
guards. 

g* Having thus made a confiderable circuit 
through the city, he came before the royal pa- 
lace where the king was expecting him, fur- 
rounded by his court> in a' balcony decorated 
with the richeft and mod magnificent carpets. 
Here the initiated afcended an alcove ereded 
before the balcony, kneeled down on a cufliion, 
made a low bow to the king, then rifing up, 
drew his fword, as if to offer it to his prince ; 
after which, defcending from the alcove, he 
returned to the temple, ftill holding his naked 
fword in one hand, and in the other his 
palm-branch which he laid acrofs it. Having 
re-entered the temple he afcended a kind of 
throne very highly elevated, accompanied by 
two officers of the fecond order, who drew 
two large curtains before themfelves and the 
new member. Here they put on his ufual drefs 
over his white vefl, while hymns were perform- 
ing ; and after an interval of half an hour, the 
curtains being drawn afide, exhibited the newly 
initiated candidate, who was received by the 
people with the loudcil and aioft animated ap- 
plaufes.* 

vol. n. -r The 
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The account of the initiation being now con- 
cludedj Ariftippus thanked Eudoxus for the 
pleafurc he had received, and requefted him to 
return the next day and finifh this interefti*^ 
hiftory of the philofopher Nicias, 
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CHAP. LXX. 

Lajlbenia's letter continued. — Death and judgment 

of Bocchoris. 

« \T7HEN Eudoxus and Anaximander rcturn- 
^^ cd, Ariftippus being fomewhat agitated, 
alkcd for muGcians ; who prefcntly coming in, 
performed foft and tender airs, which having 
calmed his inquietudes, Eudoxus continued his 
narration. * I will relate, faid he, the death of 
Bocchoris, which Nicias thus goes on to dcfcribc : 
" My father-in-law, fays he, died on the very day 
when it was proclaimed in Memphis, that the 
Nile had rifen to fixtecn cubits. Hence I could 
not participate in the public joy and feftivity on 
that occafion, being obliged to fubmit to the cuf^ 
toms of the country, and to cover my head and 
face with mud. My wife and my fclf girded our- 
felves round the waift, laid our bofoms bare, 
beat our breads, and leaving the corpfc in the 
houfe, ran about the city accompanied by our 
relations^ At our return we fent the body to 
the cmbalmers *, and in conjundion with the 

other 

V It was the bufinefs of fome of the embalmer's at- 
lendants to take oat the brans of the dcccafed through his 

T ^ noftrils. 
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Other relations of the deceafed, fixed the day 
for the funeral obfcquies and judgment of Boc- 
choris, that both they and their friends might be 
prefcnt. As funerals are never performed dur- 
ing the inundation, we waited till the Nile had 
returned to its bed, before we caufed it to be 
proclaimed in the ufual form that Bocchoris was 
about to pafs the lake of his nome. The dead 
are conveyed over two lakes in their paflagc to 

the plains, where the kings have eftabliflied 



nodrils, with an iron inilrument made for that purpofe, 
while others opened his ^de with a (harp ilone and removed 
the entrails ; after which, they filled up the void with vari* 
cus perfumes and odoriferous drugs. When this fpecies of 
difledlion was finifhed, thofe who had been employed in that 
ofHce took to Bight, while the perfons prefent purfued them, 
and threw flones at them. 

Thofe on the contrary, who embalmed the body, were 
treated honourably. Having filled it with cinnamon and all 
forts of aromatics, they fome time after wrapped it round 
with fillets of very fine linen, which they glued together with 
a thin gum, and fpread over the whole the moil exquifite 
perfumes. It is faid that by thefe means the whole counte- 
nance, features, and even the hair of the eye-laihes and 
biowswere perfeftly preferved. 

The body being thus embalmed, the relations inclofed it 
in a kind of open cafe made to the fize of the deceafed, 
whom tht-y placed upright, and leaning againft the wall of 
their houfes or of the tombs. 

Mummies thus preferved are Hill difcovered from time to 
lime in Egypt. 

thei* 
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their maufolea, and where the three famous py- 
ramids are fituated ; each being furniftied with 
a fcparate temple and priefts. As thefc fcencs 
of filence are an inviolable afylum, and every 
one who profanes them is puniflied with death, 
moft of the Egyptians are defirous of having 
tombs there, and each family excavates a vault 
in the rock that is covered with farid. The 
beauty of the plains beyond this vaft defert of 
fand, the canals that water them, and their perpe- 
tually verdant (hades fuggefted to the travellers 
of Greece the firft idea of the Styx, of Lethe, 
and of the Elyfian fields. Beyond the lake is 
the temple of the dark and infernal Hecate j the 
gates of Cocytus and of Lethe, which are fhut 
with bars of brafs, and near them a ftatue of 
Truth and another of Juftice without a head. 

When the appointed day arrived, we entered 
the boat called baris together with the corpfe, 
and gave the ferryman Charon an obolus for our 
paffage *. On the other fide we found the 
judges feated in a femi-circlc, being forty-one 
in riumbcr. Thefe judges, whether fitting in 
judgment on a private individual, or on a de- 
ceafed king, enjoy the higheft reputation in re- 

* From this cuftom, the Greeks after the return of Or* 
pheos, invcnte;d the fable of Charon's boat. 

T 3 Ipcft 
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fped to their probity. They can only be (e- 
ledled from among the initiated, and a new 
choice is made by the citizens for every occa- 
fion. As judges, they wear over the white 
tui)ic, which is the drefs of the priefts or of 
the initiated, a red robe and a gold chain, 
fuppprting a fapphire, on which is engraved 
a figure of Truth. By law, every man is al- 
lowed to accufe the deceafcd, and if the accufer 
proves that his life has been blame- worthy, the 
judges condemn him, and he is deprived of 
burial : but if the charge is falfe and calumnious, 
the accufer is fevcrely punifhcd. No one, how- 
ever, offering to attack the reputation of my 
father- in law,* I pronounced his panegyric. Of 
his birth I took no notice, for all the Egyptians 
efteem themftivcs noble ; but I expatiated on 
his education, and the knowledge and mental en- 
dowments he had been accumulating from his in- 
fancy. I commemorated his piety, his juftice, his 
temperance, and all his other virtues ; and con* 
eluded by praying to the infernal gods to admit 
him to the abodes of the happy. Having ended 
this oration, the judges ordered that Bocchoris 
fhould be buried. We therefore delivered the 
body to the embalmcrs, but having no tomb, 

« 

ordered a chamber to be conflrudled in the 

houfe. 
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houfc, where we placed his coffin upright againft 
the moft folid.part of the wall." Here faid 
Eudoxus ends the manufcript of Nicias/ We 
thanked him, and after an interval of repofe, 
rcqucfted him to conclude the hiftory of that 
amiable philofopher. " That/' faid he, " I will 
readily do, but I apprifc you that it will ter- 
minate in an affcfling and melancholy cata« 
ftrophe. 



T4 
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CHAP. LXXI. 

Lajibenia's Utter continued.'-^Tbe hijioryof Nidaji 

concluded. 

" TWjoTwiTHSTANpiNG his initiation, Nicias 
•*-^ had the misfortune to draw on himfelf 
the hatred of the priefts. Totally unable to 
throw off his native franknefs, and having a 
fatirical turn of mind, he frequently attacked the 
gods of the country with (arcafms and witticifms, 
The ox Apis had a liberal fhare of his fatire ; and 
though it was merely with a few of his intimate 
friends that he thus indulged the gaiety of his 
difpofition, yet his fayings were repeated and 
fpread abroad, becaufo their fhrcwdnefs and 
brilliancy amufed and gratified the wits, and 
every one found a plcafure in repeating them. 
His wife, in whofe prefence he was often merry 

at the expcnce of the priefts, was fjiocked and 
alarmed at thefe impieties, and feared fome in* 
ftant judgment of the gods, fome avenging 
thunderbolt, would inftantly fall upon the houfe, 
and deftroy it. In vain did Nicias oppofe thefe 
prejudices, and endeavour to enlighten her mincj 

with 
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with the religion of Rcafon : for Reafon could 
not thrive in a foil fo ill prepared for its recep- 
tion. Her blindnefs was the more incurable, as 
Ihe was under the influence of a pricft of Scrapis 
named Sethon, This man. Fanatic by princi- 
ple, obftinate through pride, and barbarous both 
by nature and from the diftates of his religion, 
would have baniftied human reafon from the 
mind, and exterminated all thofe who do not ac- 
knowledge the divinity of the god Apis. The 
influence and power of the Egyptian priefts, 
who with the fetters of fuperftition enflave and 
govern the people, is well known. Their riches, 
\<^hich they pretend to have received from Ifis 
herfelf, and their exemption from all taxes an^ 
from every public office, ftrengthcn their au- 
thority and increafe their influence; and the 
better to eftablifli and confirm it, they affeft a 
fingularity of manners and cu(loms,and the moft 
extraordinary religious ceremonies. They fcarce-» 
ly ever drink the pure water of the Nile, and 
often keep falls of ten days, during which they 
do not cohabit with their wives. 

" Sethon inftilled all the prejudices of his or- 
der into the mind of the weak Deiphila, where 
they took fo deep root, that ihe began even to 
feel a coldnefs and averflon for her hufband, and 
to coniider him a$ a reprobate accurfed of the 

gods : 
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gods : dreadful efFeft of that unfocial fanaticifnl 
which too often extinguilhes the bcft and pureft 
feelings of Nature ! The wife Nicias, perceiving 
that this conne<5tion produced a fatal change 
in the charadcr of his wife, that it increafed and 
agitated her prejudices, and eftranged her aflfec- 
tions from her hufband, forbid her all communi- 
cation with the old prieft, who, enraged at thefe 
orders, confpircd with his brethren to ruin the 
philofopher. Nicias, who was not only deeply 
flcillcd in the abftraft fcicnces, but alfo cultivated 

the rich fields of general literature, had, in his 
moments of leifure, relaxed his mind from his 
intenfer ftudies by ftraying am6ng the flowers of 
Parnaffus, and had compofcd a little poem on 
the god Apis, This work, which was full of 
wit and pleafantry, he carefully concealed in the 
fanftuary of the Mufes, and it was only read pri- 
vately to his particular friends. But the fccrct 
got wind, and the whole priefthood being alarm- 
ed, combined to get this impious work into their 
poffcffion, and deftroy its author. 

" This manufcript the crafty Sethon under- 
took to procure, and in a private interview with 
Deiphila employed all his artifice and all his in- 
fluence to induce her to lend him the poem* 
Deiphila, notwithftanding the ftrength of her 
religious prejudices, rcfufed to bear a part in this 

perfidious 
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perfidious plot: but a few days after, thun- 
der, which is very rarely heard in Egypt, hav- 
ing burft over her houfe, the prieft did not fail 
to declare it was a proof of the anger of heaven, 
and a divine indication of the will of the gods, 
affuring her that both fhe and her hulband would 
experience the revenge of Ifis if fhe did not de- 
ftroy that monument of impiety for which he 
had folicitcd. 

*« This reafoning, added to the ftill more 
powerful impreflion of terror, fixed the waver- 
ing refolution of her mind i and during the ab- 
fcnce of Nicias flie introduced Sethon and one 
of his colleagues into her hulband's ftudy, 
where they fearched and turned over all his 
papers, till at length they found this poem, to-, 
gether with a rough copy of the account of the 
ceremonies of the initiation ; the fair manufcript 
of which he had confided to one of his inti- 
mate friends, from whom I received it at my de- 
parture from Egypt. This rough copy Nicias 
had either forgot or negleftcd to burn, and the 
enraged priefts carried it away, together with 
the poem, the author of which they now accufcd 
of having revealed the facred myfteries. The 
vengeance of the priefts immediately broke out, 
and Nicias was feized in the middle of the night, 
and thrawn into a dungeon. He foon learnt the 

catufc 
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caufc of his imprifonment, and concluded that 
he was inevitably loft. In vain did his friends 
unite to refcue him from the vindiftive revenge 
of the facerdotal order. The people wereftirred 
up to demand his punifhment aloud^ and the 
priefts, who adled as judges, pronounced fen- 
tence of death. 

" On hearing this, Dei^hila perceived the 
fatal error (he had committed. The voice of 
Nature now triumphed over her prejudices, and 
the agonizing pangs of remorfe tore her heart 

afunder. She ran immediately to the prifon to 
throw herfelf at her hufband's feet, but was 
^ refufcd admiOion. She folicited and implored 
every feeling heart to procure permiflion for her 
to fee him, but every one was deaf to her in- 
treaties, and her prayers and tears were of no 
avail : fuch was the univcrfal terror this power- 
ful body infpired. In her defpair ftie ran to 
Sethon himfelf, and falling on her knees, im*- 
plorcd his aid with fighs and tears. The im-- 
placable hierophant now difplayed all the du* 
plicity and turpitude of his foul. After having 
rcprefcnted her hulband as a facrilegious wretch, 
condemned by gods and men, he afFefted a tone 
of fenfibility and concern, fpoke of his tender 
regard for her, and concluded with propofing a 
union with himfelf; adding, tljat inftead of an 

' impious 
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impious atheiftj (he would then have a niinifter 
beloved of the gods and of men ; and that if 
ihe would confent to this, (he might have a 
farewel interview with Nicias. Deiphila, con- 
cealing the horror Ihe felt at fuch bafenefs and 
hypocrify, replied, * Grant mc the favour I 

implore, and if my feeble charms ftill appear 
worthy of your regard, when I quit the prifon, 
I v/ili not refufe my confent/ 

" No fooner was (he poflTcffcd of the order of 
admiQion than fhe flew to the prifon. When 

the door was opened to her, Nicias appeared 
perfedly calm and fcrene, being employed in 
reading by the feeble light of a glimmering 
lamp i for the cheerful ray of heaven found no 
accefs to his gloomy dungeon. Almoft (lifled 
with fobs and drowned in tears, (he threw hcrfclf 
at his feet and fwooned. Nicias, who was ftill ig- 
norant that his wife was the caufe 6t his ruin, en- 
deavoured to confole her, pre(rcd her to his 
bofom, and overwhelmed her with the fondeft 
endearments. Thefe (he would have rejeftcd, 
but was totally deftitute of ftrength ; till partly 
recovering, *My dearcft Nicias,' (he cried, 
« away with your care(rcs ! You behold at your 
feet a monfter of ingratitude and of perfidy. 
You are ignorant of my crimes. 'Tis I, 'tis I, 
whofe blind fuperftition has dragged you to this 

dungeon !' 
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dungeon !' She then related to him the fatal 
error fhe had comoiitted in fornifhing the two 
pricfts with the manufcripts. Nicias heard her 
with the tcnderncfs of a hufband and the tran- 
quillity of a philofopher, and raifing her from 
her kneeling pofture, in which fhe implored his 
pardon with all the wildncfs of defpair, • Yes,' 
faid he, * my deareft wife, yes, I forgive you. 
Your error is a cruel one, but your heart at 
lead is innocent. Such are the horrid effedks of 
fanaticifm ! *Tis the hypocrite who has be- 
guiled you that alone is guilty. But tell me 

what fentence has been pronounced, and what 
is to be my punifhment ?'— * As a violator of 
the myfteries of Ifis,' replied fhe, * you arc 
condemned to death, and your heart is to be 
torn out, and given to bcafts of prey. The 
priefts have triumphed, the gods have aban- 
doned you ! What do I fay ? the gods ? They 
cxift not, they never did exift : or if they do, 
they are the enemies of virtue !' Nicias hear- 
ing thefe blafphemies, the offspring of a be- 
wildered mind, gently reproached her with 
running from one extreme to its oppoOte ^ and 
told her that if fuperflitibn degrades and brutal- 
izes mankind, impiety is a flill greater difgrace 
to the underftanding and the moral charaften 
♦ There is/ faid he, ' a fupremc god, though 

no; 
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not fuch as he is reprefented by pricfts, a fe- 
rocious, jealous, and vindiftivc being. No, he 
is good, juft, and merciful : he hears the voice 
of your remorfc, and the accents of your re- 
pentance. He will punilh the wicked, pardon 
our wcaknefles and our errors, and repay us, 
after death, for the evils of this miferable life.' 
On hearing this, Deiphila, hurried away by 
the fublimity of enthufiafm, cried, * Yes, 
my dear Nicias, let us pafs the Cocytus, and 
fcek the rccompcnce that awaits us. All you 
fear is, no doubt, the pomp and ceremonies 
of a public execution. I have brought a li- 
quor, which ftrengthens and fupports the mind, 
and nerves it with fortitude and refolution.* 
She inftantly took out a bottle, poured its con- 
tents into a cup, and drinking half, prefented 
the remainder to her aftonifticd hufband, faying, 
* Drink ! *tis poifon !* Nicias Ihuddered with 
horror, but took the cup and drank it. They 
then ^hrew themfelves into each other's arms, 
laid themfelves down on the ground, and braving 
the horrors of death, rejoiced in dying together. 
When Deiphila began to feel the cfFefls of the 
poifon, (he wrote to the infamous Scthon, ^ I 
keep my promife. If in my prefent (late my 
perfon retains any power Over your heart, come 
gnd take me from the arms of my hu(band.' 

Sethoii 
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Scthon no fooner received this letter than 
he haftcned to the prifon, where as he entered 
he faw Deiphiia^ the beautiful, the fafcinating 
Deiphila, fole objcd of his wilhes, extended on 
the earth a lifekfs corpfc, whofe faded charms 
had yielded to all the horrors of death, and em- 
bracing her hufband, who had juft expired, after 
furviving her but a few momehts. Filled with 
wonder arid aftoniftiment, he could fcarcely be- 
lieve, this a£t of heroifm. Yet he could not help 
beholding, with a lafcivious and curious eye, the 
foft attractions, the beautiful and lovely form 
of his deplorable vidim j and his only regret, 
as he turned away, was the difappointment of 
his cxpeftcd pleafurcs. 

" Thus periflied that truly wife philofopher, 
that difciple of Nature, Nicias, who dcferved the 
gratitude and efleem of Egypt and of all man- 
kind. He had alfo drawn on himfelf the ani- 
madverfion of the priefts by an aftronomical 
difcuffion. He pretended, that in the courfe 
of eleven thoufand years the fun had twice 
changed his place of ictting, from eaft to weft 
and from weft to eaft ; and he proved, that even 
were the ecliptic, as was then afftrced, parallel 
to the equator, this would not materially afFcdt 
the CQurle of the fun.'* 
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CHAP. LXXII. 

t 

Lajtbema^s letter concluded. — The Pfylli. Pil^ 
grimage to Bubajlis. The Cat worfiipped by 
its inhabitants. Crocodiles. Anecdote of Thonis. 
Death of Arijiippus. 

««^ nPHis tragical ftory," continued Lafthcnia's 
letter, " drew tears from our eyes. Ariftip- 
pus was much affeded with the narration, and re«- 
quefted his friend in future to choofe lefs melan* 
choly tales. *I will change the fubjcft.then/ 
faid Eudoxusj ^ and endeavour to exhilarate the 
fcene, by fpeaking of the Pfyllij after which, 
I will defcribe a charming excurfion I made to 
Bubaftis, to attend the celebration of the feftival 
of Diana. The Pfylli are men who play with and 
devour ferpentis, I faw them walk in proceffion 
with their arms naked and a ferocious look, 
holding enormous ferpents in their hands, which 
formed many convolutions round their bodies. 
By firrply feizing their necks they avoided their 
bite, and notwithftanding their dreadful hillings, 
tore them with their teeth and ate them alive, 
VOL. II. V while 
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while the blood poured from their impure 
contaminated mouths. They even fought with 
each other for their prey, which they greedily 
devoured; for it is aflerted they pofiefs fomc 
fecret whereby they render thefe reptiles harm- 
lefs, or that their bodies are a natural antidoi^e 
to their venom. 

* The feaft of Diana which is celebrated at 
BubaftiSj affords a more pleafing lights and 
draws a concourfe of people from all parts of 
Egypt. I went thither in a very numerous com- 
pany who embarked on the Nile ; and the river 
was entirely covered with boats. In every bark 
were female muficians who accompanied their 
voices with cymbals and tabours^ while the men 
played on flutes, and the women oa the banks 
of the river gave th^mielves up to the intoxi- 
cation of joy, uied the freeft and moft enti- 
cing language to the paffengersj performed 
lafcivious fongs and dances, and frequently 
threw themfelves into the moft indecent atti- 
tudes. At the fame time herds of oxen where 
lowing in the meadows, the hu(bandmcn were 
watering their crops, and young girls who came to 
the banks of the river to wafli their lineti, or 
to draw water, rubbed their bodies with the 
flimc of the Nile, or threw themfelves into the 

ftream^ 
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ftrcam, and fpdrtcd with the coming wave. Se^* 
vcral fwam roUnd our boat, and appeared like 
Nereids reclining on the bofom of the waters. 
They glided along with uncommon grace, their 
flowing treflfes danced upon their (houlders f and 
although their complexions were dark and tawny^ 
they were in general extremely well made. In 
the courfc of our navigation we met with iflands 
covered with a thick grafs, whither buffaloes 
were led to pafture by a Ihcphcrd, who, fcated 
on the neck of the firft of them, dcfcends into 
the river, fmacks his whip, and direfts their 
courfe ; while the whole herd follow fwimming 
acrofs the dream, lowing as they pafs, and blow- 
ing out the water from their wide extended 
noftrils. At Bubaftis, a concourfe of feven thou- 
fand perfons were afTcmbled; and during the 
fqlemnity a prodigious number of viftims were 
immolated. At night each boat's maft was 
adorned with fcveral lamps, whofc rcflefted light 
fpangled the water, as with innumerable ftars* 
The tents that decorated the banks, were alfo 
lighted up in like manner ; and this wonderful 
illumination, which extended thirty ftadia, pro* 
duced the mod furpriGng efFeft on the waters 
and on the verdure.' — ' I can almaft tolerate a 
fupcrftition,* faid Ariftippus, * which affords fuch 

u 2 agree- 
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agreeable feftivals. 'Tis by pleafure> not by 
aufterity and rigour^ that man ihould approach 
the divinity/-**' In a magnificent temple at Bu- 
baftis,* continued Eudoxus, < is a very fine catj 
v^hich the priefts feed with various facred ali- 
ments> and who is embalmed when dead, and 
carried with great pomp to his grave/ — ' Do 
they not alfo feed crocodiles/ faid Ariftippus ? 
— • Yes/ replied Eudoxus ; ' in upper Egypt, 
this amphibious animal is worfhipped and con* 
fidered fadred. The priefts keep one of them 
in a feparatc lake, where they give him meat, 
fruit, and wine,, of which I have been an cye- 
witncfs. My hoft, who was a refpedablc pcrfon, 
took me one afternoon to this lake, carrying 
with him fomc fmall cakes, roaft meat, and a 
veffel of wine. We found the crocodile repof- 
ing on the bank. The priefts approached him, 
and one of 'them opened his mouth, while ano- 
ther put in the cakes, the ttieat, and the wine. 
After this meal, he defcended quietly into the 
water, and fwam to the other fide/ — ' What a 
madncfs, what a delirium of human reafon/ faid 
1, « is this worfliip paid to that loathfome and de- 
ftruftive animal ?* He replied * that it was a 
fpecics of fuperftition, which fprang from fear. 
The Egyptians confidering Typhon as the prin- 
ciple of evil, have confccratcd to him the croco- 
dile. 
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dilc, the hippopotamus, and the afs> on accouac 
of ks red colour, which the Egyptians hate. 
Thefe animals are fed in facred places, and by 
fuch facrificcs t;hc natives expcdt to pacify that evil 
genius.'—* In your expedition by water to Bu- 
baftis,* faid Ariftippus, • were you not afraid of 
meeting with crocodiles ?*— * No,' replied Eu- 
doxus, * they feldom come fo farjdown the Nile 
as lower Egypt, and never below Memphis^ 
Thefe animals,' continued he, * although covered 
with almoft impenetrable fcalcs, avoid all frc-^ 
qucntcd fpots. They arc chiefly found from 
Thebes to Syene, where they are feen lying 
along the Ihores of fandy iflands, and fleeping in 
the fun ; but their flumbcrs are very flight, and 
as foon as any boat approaches, they inftantly 
rufli into the water. Yet thefe animals, how^ 
ever revered and worfliippcd in general, find 
very ferious enemies, in the inhabitants of Ten-* 
tyra, who hold them in abhorrence, and carry 
on a cruel war againft them : for though all other 
men turn pale with fear at the fight of them, the 
Tentyrites vigoroufly purfuc and dcftroy them. 
Thefe men plunge into the midft of the Nile, 
boldly fwimming directly towards that formida* 
ble animal, and, waiting till he opens his mouth 
to devour them, thruft a deal plank, to which 
a cord is faftened^ into his throat. The croca- 

V 3 dile 
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dile immediately attempts to Ihut his teeth, 
which being very (harp, he cannot withdraw 
from the wood, and thus the Egyptian regains 
the bank with the cord in his hand, and is 
aflifted by feveral others in dragging the mon- 
fter afhore and deftroying him. If, however, 
the fwimmer is deficient in addrefs, he is inftan- 
taneoufly devoured. 

< But I will terminate thefe religious details, 
with an anecdote that took place in that country. 
An Egyptian was deeply enamoured of the 
crourtczan Thonis, who placed fo high a value 
6n her favours that he could not obtain her. 
Yet his mind was fo continually engroflcd by 
his paflion, and his thoughts fo wholly devoted 
to her, that one night in a dream, he imagined 
himfclf in her arms; and by this ideal cnjoy- 
fnent, his delires were extinguiftied. Thonis 
being informed of his indiSerence and its caufe, 
iued him for the price fhc had demanded for her 
favors. This caufe' was pleaded before the king, 
who ordered that the young man Ihould bring 
to the audience chamber the fum demanded by 
the plaintiff, where he was to pafs it to and fro be- 
fore the eyes of Thonis j faying, that imagination 
is the Ihadow of truth.* Ariftippus obfcrved, 
that this judgment was not equitable, becaufc 
the ihadow of the money had not fatisfied the 
8 delires 
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dcfires of Thonis^ although the dream had rati*> 
atcd the lover.' 

'* The night was now far advanced/' continued 
Lafthenia, ** and my health requiring fomc re- 
pofe, Ariftippus ftrongly urged me to lie down. 
The philofbphers did not retire till daybreak, 
and I had given orders to be informed as foon 
as they went. I then returned to Ariftippus, 
and found him very faint and weak. However, 
he defired to hear fome of the idyls of Theo* 
critus read, which he foon difcontinued to con- 
verfe with me. As his illnefs was but the gra* 
dual decay of a plant deprived of its nutritious 
juices, and dying by imperceptible degrees ; he 
was free from abfolute pain, and preferved all 
his mental faculties unimpaired. ^ My dear 
Lafthenia,' faid he, ^ I am about to leave you I 
and that, alas ! is my chief regret ; but as for life, 
I know not what benefit its prefervation could 
confer on me. Momus was not much miftaken 
when he faid the gods had been drinking too 
much ne6lar when they created man -, and that 
they could not contemplate their work without 
laughing. Do not aft the part of a child and 
weep for me : I will alfo excufe your coming to 
my tomb to call upon my fhade, or water it 
with libations, and above all, your fpoiling that 
fine hair by cutting off* your ringleUji and ftrew^ 

V 4 ing 
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ing them over my grave. Nor do I wi(h for 
any other epitaph than that which I have jufl: 
thought of; Here lies one who expels you.' 

One of his friends being now announced, I was 
about to refufe htm admifTion. ' By no means/ 
laid Ariftippus, * let all the world come in, 
for 1 am determined to finifh my life gaily, and 
in good company. Convcrfc and amufe your-, 
felvcs without muqh npife, but be as cheerful as 
if I were merely fetting off for Syracufc, to in- 
ftruft Dionyfius in the art of plcafurc and good 
living.' Throughout the day his chamber was 
full of philofophers, fophifts, poets, and arfifts ; 
and I dtfircd all thofc who came, not to affcil 
a, dcjefled and melancholy air, but to fpcak to 
him in their ufual manner. They converfcd on 
the news of the day, and the amufcmcnts of 
Athens, while Ariftippus liftcned to their con- 
verfaiion, though without taking much fliarc in 
it. But fomc one having obferved that Diony- 
fius feared the gods, he feeroed immediately to 
revive, and faid with fudden animation, • What 
a grofs error ! I afilire you he was totally defti- 
tute of all religion. He took from a ftatue of 
Jupiter 3 cloak of folid gold, faying, That it 
was too heavy in Jummer and too cold in winter j 
and replaced it with one of wool, under pretext 
that this was adapted to all weathers. He alfo 
took 
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took from ^fculapius his golden beard, allege 
mg that it was not right the Ton fhould have a 
beard, when his father, Apollo, had none* 
Another time finding fome filver tablets in a 
temple, with this infcription. To the good gods^ 
he laid, " Let us avail ourfelves of their good- 
nefs," and took them away *.' We fupped in 
the chamber of Ariftippus, who aflced for the 
mufic girls, and faid to us, * Your meal refembles 
thofe banquets of the Egyptians, where a corpfe 
is prefcntcd to all the guefts/ Then after an 
interval of filence, he exclaimed, * J am thinking 
of Nicomachus, who wifely contemplated death 
with philofophic indifference, and faid, that * To 
iear death is to pretend to know that of which 
all mankind arc ignorant.' Being very unjuftly 
accufcd and brought before a tribunal ^ be 

* When Sylla laid iiege to Athens^ he fent a roan named 
Caphisy a native of Phocis, to carry ofF the treafares of 
I>clphi. Caphis went thither* but through rt(^t&. for the 
god, dared not touch thofe facred depofics, ^nd wept in the 
prefence of the Amphidyont at the taik impofed on him ; 
when one of them replied,. that he had heard the found of 
Apollo's lyre in the fandaary. This pretended prodigy 
Caphis believed* or feigned to believe* and communicated 
to Sylla ; on which the latter laughed at his iimplicity, 
and expreffed his furprife that he did not know* finging was 
a fign of joy* not of anger or indignation. .He there* 
fore pofitively ordered the treafures to be removed* and his 
commands were immediately obeyed. 

wa-i 
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was folicited by his friends to exculpate himfcIQ 
in order to fave fo valuable a life. But he fsdd 
to the judges, *' If I rcqueft you not to put me 
to death, I fear 1 Ihall obtain a favour to my 
difadvantagc. Thofc who fear death ought to 
be well acquainted with its nature : as for me, 
I am totally ignorant what death is, or what is 
done in the other world. Whatever I know to 
be bad, as, for inftance, doing an injury to my 
neighbour, I avoid ; but what I am unacquainted 
with, as for inftancc death, I do not attempt to 
fliun. I leave the dccifion to you, and you may 
difpofc of me as you pleafe." I am of the fame 
opinion, continued Ariftippus, and leave the care 
of my life to the mcficnger Iris, who may come 
whenever the pteafes, and cut the thread of my 
exiftcnce.' The convcrfarion now became gay 
and aniirated. We laughed at the vuhure of 
Prometheus and the wheel of Ixion, who at- 
tempting 10 violate Juno, impregnated a cloud 
which Jupiter had caufcd to afliime her fhapc. 
W'c fpoke alfo of the iigns which the prieds 
caufe to appear on the livers of vidims, that 
may give good or bad auguries accordingly. 
ey trace,' faid Anaximander, * certain 
s on their hands, in which they fqueeze 
i^er, while yet warm and tender, and thus 
com- 
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communicate the intended mark.* Ariftippus 
defined we would by no means forget to put 
money under his tongue to pay his pafiage in 
the ferry^ and give him a cake of flour and honey 
to appeafc the rage of Cerberus. In thefe various 
difcu(fions of philofophical and animated plea* 
fantry the night paflfed away. At day breaks I 
perceived Ariftippus vifibly declines he ap- 
peared faint and drowfy^ and feldom ipokci 
ibon after his phyfician coming in, and feeling 
his pulfe> faid, ^ I believe the fever is going 
off.*—* Rather fay the patient^* returned AriC. 
tippusj and he added i 

The ftrong, tne weak, the great, the fmall, 
Muft yield to deach's refiftlefs call.' 

^* An hour after, when I aflced him if he 
wanted any thing.-—* I would willingly turn oa 
the other fide/ faid he, * but I am fo weak that 
I (hall expire if I attempt it/ His phyfician, 
however, afllircd him he had more ftrcngth 
than he imagined.—* Would you wifh, faid the 
philofophcr, • to fee the experiment tried ?* 
and immediately making an efix)rt to turn him- 
fclf, breathed his lad. 

** Alas ! my dear Antenor, you cannot con- 
ceive the melancholy gloom this dreadful lofs 

has 
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has thrown o^er my mind ! What a blank da 
I feel in my heart and in my future life, from 
the privation of a friend to whom I have been 
thefc twelve years fo ftrongly attached ! Were 
you but here, you would footh and participate 
my pains ; but fate robs me of every friendly 
aidj every tranquilizing confolation, and nothing 
remains but philofophy ; to whofe arms I am 

about to confign myfelf by retiring to the coun- 
try, there to divide my leifurc between the 
mufes and my rural occupations* Farewel t 
Be happy.'* 

The Death of Arlftippus, and the forrow of 
my dear Laflhenia, aSefted me in the moft 
lively manner. I foon returned an anfwcr to 
her letter, and offered to go and fhare the 
griefs and folicicudes that now imbictered her 
life, and to fwectcn mine, by the charms of her 
delicious ibciety and converfation. 
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CHAP. LXXIII. 

Dance of the Gymnopadia. Majfacre of the 
Helot a » A noSlurnd ceremony. A feat of 
Jktll and revenge performed by P honor ^ D^- 
parture from Sparta. 

rriHE time of a public fcftival at Sparta now 
'*' . approached, at which the celebrated 
dance called Gymnopasdia is 'performed, and 
which we expeded with th'c utmoft impatience* 
When the appointed day arrived, Dcmonax 
condufted us to a public hall, where we were 
fcarcely fcated before we faw a numerous troop 
of boys come forth from an apartment, entirely 
naked, except that the leader of the band wore 
a crown of palm-branches. At the fame mo- 
ment a troop of men who were alfa naked came 
from the oppofite chamber, their leader being 
crowned in the fame manner/ Immediately the 
two troops mingled together^ and alternately 
marched forward^ feparated, and re-united, always 
jumping in cadence; and by the motions of 
their hands, rcprefenting thofc of wreftling and of 
the pancratiafts^ while at the fame time they fang 

lyric 
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lyric poetry and paeans. Demonax informed us 
this dance thus accompanied with fongs> formed 
a part of a feftival^ which as to the poetry was 
confecrated to Apollo, while the dances were 
performed in honour of Bacchus. This ftrangc 
exhibition afforded very little amufcment to Pha- 
nor, who declared that thofe naked men with 
their tawny fkins, and as rough as bears, were 
only adapted to fome remote foreft among the 
dens of wild beafts. Thcfc dances, however, 
had nothing melancholy or (hocking to hu- 
manity, though a fpeftacle exhibited fhortly 
after by this proud ferocious nation, filled our 
fouls with the utmoft horror- and indignation. 

The Ephori having juft entered on their 
office mounted their tribune, and proclaimed 
that each Spartan might freely and without 
fcruple, kill every Helot whom he could entice 
into ambuih. Aftoniflied at this profcription, I 
inquired the reafon of it of our hoft.— * It is 
one of the cuftoms of Sparta/ faid he. * The new 
cleftcd Ephori are always obliged to make this 
proclamation . when they enter on their office.. 
The Helots who cultivate our fields are, as you 
know, our (laves *; and their increafing num<* 

* The Spartans gave this name of Helotae or Helots« not 
only to the inhabitants of Helos which they deftroyed, but 
to all priibners of warj whom they always reduce to flavery. 

bcra 
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bers would otherwife render them formictable to 
their mafters. They arc alfo prohibited from 
having arms in their poflciTion^ and to preveoc 
their multiplying too faft^ we caufe them from 
time to time to be fccretly mafTacred. Fre- 
quently our youth arm themielves completely *, 
and hunt thefe poor wretches like wild beads, lay- 
ing fnares for them> and placing themfelves in anv 
bulhi in thickets and clefts of rocks ; and when 
they furprife them^ immediately cut their throats. 
You will (hordy wicnefs a dreadful event. The 
republic thinking thefe Helots are become too 
numerous, is deliberating on the means of re- 
ducing them.' 

Accordingly within a decade after this Qon^- 
verlation, the Ephori caufed it to be notified, 
that two thoufand Helots ihould have their 
liberty, and ordered them to appear before 
the temple of the Divi pcnates. An immenfe 
crowd forthwith aiTembled at the appointed 
place 5 when two thoufand of the moft robuft 
and beft made, were fclefted and crowned with 
garlands as a fymbol of their enfranchifement. 
Their countenances brightened with joy, and 
they were paraded to the temples of the gods, 
to thank them for the fer vices thefe (laves had 

• Plutarch faya they were armed only fA\h daggen. Plat. 
U Lyturg* T. N. 

lately 
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lately rendered the republic *. Thus they were 
impatiently expefting the ceremony of enfraa- 
chifement, when on a fudden a fignal being given, 
a numerous troop of Spartans armed with 
poinards fell upon them, and cruelly maflacred 
the whole two thoufand in cold bipod. The 
cries of thefe poor wretches fpread terror and 
confternation around, and Phanor and myfclf 
fled palpitating with horror. " What unheard 
of monfters !" cried Phanor. " Let us quit this 
abominable land, where not only pride and pre- 
judices, but the laws themfelves pervert the in- 
ftinftivc impulfe of humanity, and change, the 
fpecies into a race of tigers and panthers !"— " I 
knew," faid I, " that intereft and the paffions ren- 
der man unjufl: and ferocious ; but the barbarifm 
of this nation, who pretend to call themfelves 
civilized, will aftonilh every future generation 
of mankind ; and (hould there ever exift a phi- 
lofophcr who (hall dare to applaud their legifla- 
' tion or their manners, his praife will be a proof 
only of the morofcnefs of his mind, and the 
malicious pleafure he enjoys in depreciating the 
government of his country, and degrading his 
fellow-citizens." — " Let us be gone, let us quit 
this den of ferocious tigers," returned Phanon— 

• In the Pdoponnefiaa war. Thncyd. T. N. 

"And 



\ 
/ 



IN CR££CE AND ASIA. 3^$ 

'^ And your beautiful Afpafia," faid I, " that Ve- 
nus whofe every form is a model of elegance !" 
— *^ 'Tis true/' returned he, " Ihe might well 
obtain pardon Tor her country. I regret her 
much--^Let us poftpone our departure till the 
feaft of Hyacinthus, at which we have promifed 
to be prcfent." We now went to the public 
fquare, where we faw the majbrity of the aflaf- 
lins walking with perfed: calmilefs and uncon- 
cern, " Thus," faid I within myfelf, " thus does 
prejudice extinguilh remorfe, or remorfe arife 
at the command of prejudice to torment man* 
kind/' 

The next evening after fupper Demonax in- 
vited us to go about two ftadia into the country to 
fee a nofturnal ceremony, which takes place every 
nine years. I afked him whether any more human 
blood was to be fhed ; but he aifured me there 
was not, and we accompanied him. We entered 
a large uncovered inclofure, in the centre of 
which the five Ephori were featcd4n profound 
filence, with their eyes fixed upon the heavens, 
and furrounded by a confidcrable number of 

fpedators in the fame attitude. This filent 

fcene was to me totally unintelligible^ and I 

dared not utter a word. Phanor who was im- 

VOL. II. X paticnc 
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patient of this lotig filence, whifpered to me 
foftly, " What arc all thcfe fools doing with their 
iiofes in the aif ? Arc they feeking for their 
ienffes among the ftars ?'' In this Angular fitua^ 
tion two tedious hours palTed, tiU at length a 
general murmur arofc. ** Look," faid Demo-i 
naXj at chat ftar which (boots acrofs the fcea-^ 
yens !"— '* A wonderful affair indeed,'* replied 
Fhanor ; " were it a bull, it would be lorpewh^^ 
more aftoniflitng^" The Ephpri now departed 
with filent air and downcafk eyes, and we followed 
among the crowd. When wc returned home, 
Demonax faid, " I am ferry for our two kings, 
for they are worthy honeft men !" — " And what 
misfortune threatens them?" faidii "pray refolve 
flic this enigma." — " Once in nine years," he re- 
plied, " the Ephori choofe a night when the Iky 
IS fcrene, cloudlefs, and without moonlight, when 
they fit in profound filence with their eyes fixed 
on the fky, to watch if any flar traverfes the 
heavens. If fo, woe to our kings, for it is a 

proof they have offended the gods*." — " Yet,'* 
feid Phanor, " this noftyrnal proof is not quite as 
clear as day. But what will be done to youi* 
kings ?" — *^ They will be put upon their trial,'* 

' * The ignorant Spartans miftook a paffing meteor for t 
fitr quUiing its place in the Ikeavens. 

returned 



IN bR£fecE And aSia, 307 

returned Dcinonax, *' and fufpended from their 
office till they arc abfolved and reftored by ,thc 
oracle of Delphi or of Olympia." 

We intended to have ftaid at Sparta to hear 
the decifion of the Oracle, and the fate of the 
two kings ; but our bwh deftiny precipitated our 
departure. Dcmonax informed us that in three 
days twelve young women of twenty yeal*s of 
age were to be married to as many meh of 
thirty i thefe being the ages pre (bribed by law ; 
and he added, that the beiutifiil Afpafia, who 
had juft completed her fourth' luftfum, was 
one of the betrothed. — *^ And who is the happy 
mortal," criedPhanor, " thatis to marry her?'*— 
" That/* faid Demonax, " cannot as yet be 
known; I (hould be happy flie (hould fall to the 
lot of my nephew. They feem formed for 
each other, and I fuJpeft a fecret inclination has 
already united their hearts." — " What," faid I, 
** arc thefe poor girls then to be drawn by lot?" — 
" Nearlyjb," faid Demorlax; ** for they will be 
flwt up in a dark room, where the twelve young 
mtn being introduced, will choofe their wives 
in the dark by chance, and mufl: take the firft 
that comes to hand." This fpecies of marriage 
appeared to us very ftrange ; yet doubclefs they 

X 2 arc 
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> / 

are better aflbrtcd than thofe which arc formed 
by rnccrefl: alone. 

We were prefent when the brides paffed by, 
under the condudt of matrons. They were 
without hats, crowned with flowers, covered 
with a light tranfparent veil, and walked in pro- 
found filence with downcaft eyes. Afterwards 
came their future hufbands, and Demonax em- 
braced his nephew, wifhing him a happy choice. 
His vows were heard, for his nephew gained the 
lovely Afpaiia ; and I have no doubt that con- 
nivance direfted the hand of Chance. 

Thefc choices being made, the marriage 
ceremony was performed ; after which the bride- 
grooms came, and walked quietly about in the 
public fquare, at which we cxprefled our afto* 
nifhment. " Your nephew," faid Phanor to De- 
monax, *^ feems very apathetic. Were I in his 
place, I fhould not be fo inanimate a lover." 
Demonax replied, ** that new married men were 
obliged to afFeft this air of indifference, and to 
appear in public at the fame hours as before."— 
*^ And from what motive," laid I ? " Are men 
afhamed of marriage at Sparta, while they glory 
in robbing with addrefs ?"—•<« By no means," re- 
plied Demonax j " but Lycurgus was dcfirous of 
giving new charms to connubial happinefs, and 

rendering 
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rendering its enjoyments more permanent by 
veiling the celebration of its rights with the 
myfterious fecrecy of love. During the firft 
year of marriage, a hufband can only fee his wife 

by ftealth ; and like a lover, muft conceal 
himfelt beneath the (hades of obfcurity. As 
foon as night arrives, my nephew will filently 
difappear, to vi(ic his dear Afpafia, and conduct 
her to the houfe where Hymen is to crown hioi 
with fupreme felicity/' Accordingly as foon as 
it was dark, we obfcrved that he flipped away 
from us. The ftreets of Sparta arc not lighted, 
and it is prohibited to carry a lantern : a regu- 
lation which, we were informed, is intended to 
accuftom the inhabitants to find their way in the 
dark. We all three followed him, and as foon 
as he came to the houfe of Afpafia, he went up, 
brought her down, and taking her under his 
arm, hurried away with rapid ftep, as if afraid 
of being purfued. We did not, however, lofc 
fight of them, till at length we faw them arrive at 
a houfe, where an aged matron was waiting for 
the new married couple, and with her thp bride- 
groom left his wife and rctired.-^'^ tje is now 
going to fup as ufual," faid Demopas^ j " after, 
which he will only pay her a very fhort vifit, 
for he muft pafs the night in the fame chamber 
jfiih his comrades. During his abfence, the 

X 3 matron 
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matron will fliavc A(pafia's head, drcfs her in 
man's clothes, then leave her on a mattraft in 
the dark to expeft her hulband, and in this ob- 
fcurity flie will receive his vifit. When my 
nephew arrives, he will feek for her, and carry 
her to a bed which ftands near, where he will 

Unbind her zone 5 but as we have no concern 
rn thefe ceremonies, we may as well retire." 
On our return we miffed Phanor, who did not 
come home for fome hours, and then told us he 
had loft his way, having wandered as far as the 
Platanifta, where he had been taking a turn to 
enjoy the frefli air. 

On the following morning, it was fcarcely 
light when Demonax entered our chamber 
with an air of wildnefs and horror, his counte- 
nance full of fire, and his eyes almoft burfting 
out of his head; while he announced to us 
a dreadful calamity that had happened in the 
city. I aflccd him if Juno or Diana had fcnt the 
Calydonian boar or the Theban fphinx todeftroy 
Sparta. — " 'Tis neither Diana nor Juno," faid 
he J " 'tis Tifiphone, Aleclo, and Megsera, who 
have vomited forth the monfter that difhonours 
us." As he faid this, he ftalked up and down the 
room, • ftamped with his feet, and with threaten- 
ing fcrocioufnefs brandiflied his fift. After con- 
tinuing this tragic pantomime for fome time, I 

requcftcd 
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requcfted htm to explain the fatal cataftrophe 
which had fo much alarmed the repablic— ^^ A 
traitor, a villaini" cried hc^ " has had the auda^ 
cious effrontery to anticipate my nephew in the' 
arms of Afpafia, and ftolen the firft fruits of 
nuptial blifs. My nephew," continued he,- '^ is full 
of rage, as are our kings, the Ephori, and the 

whole city j and the ftriAeft fcarch is making 
to difcover the perpetrator of this horrid crime. 
Woe to the wretch if he is but difcovered ! for 
I'apes are punifhed by law with death." After 
this narrative, Demonax left us abruptly to con- 
fole his nephew, and afBft him in his fearch. 
He had no fooncr quitted the room than Phanor 
faidtb me : " My dear friend, we muft be gone,- 
we have not a minute to lofe ! — ^' Why fo ?" 
faid I; " what fuddcn motive ?" — ** We muft be 
gone,*' repeated he, " without delay ; I will tcU 
you all on the road/'—** Say but one word at 
leaft," cried I, ** to give me fome idea what has 
happened. Let us not fly from Sparta as if w« 
were carrying away the palladium or the goldea 
fleece/'—" Well then," returned he, *• I have 
taken my revenge for the partridges and the bare; 
*iis I that have robbed him of the firft turn with 
Afpafia."— " You, Great Caftor and Pollux !'^ 
faid I, " let us pack up our eflTecls and depart as 
quick as pOffible/' This was no foenerfaid thai 

X 4 done. 



jia THE TRAVELS OF ANTENOR 

done. Wc fct off on foot, carrying our bag- 
gage, and travelled in the greateft hafte, ad* 
vancing with more rapidity than we had ever 
ufed before. Wc fcarccly exchanged a word, 
though we were conftantly turning our heads to 
fee whether we were not purfucd, when on a 
fudden we heard horfes galloping behind us. 
Terror now leized us both, and our blood 
fccmed to freeze in our veins. Phanor, pale and 
trembling, exclaimed, '* We are undone, we arc 
undone !'* but I prefervcd my prefcncc of mind, 
and being on the banks of the Eurotas, which 
were covered with reeds, we concealed our- 
felves among them. Here wc were up to our 
middles in water, and our fituation was not a 
little painful: for we trembled from head to foot, 
fcarccly knowing whether, from cold or fear. 
The horfes, however, prefcntly paffcd us and 
yve recovered from our alarm. We imme* 
diately came out of the water, half frozen and 
lis w<t as river gods, and wrapping ourfelves 
up in our cloaks purfucd our journey. The 
fwifinefs of our feet reftorcd a part of our vital 
heat; but the fatigue almofl: exhaufted our 
ftrength. At length Phanor, who was lef^ ro-* 
buft than myfclf, began to fla^j till after hav- 
ing travelled eight hours without refting, wc 
procured horfes, ^hich carried us as far as Bele- 

mina^ 
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flfiina, a town fituated on the confines of La« 
conia and Arcadia. 

As foon as we were out of danger, and ha4 
taken up our lodging at our inn, Phanor laid 
CO me with an air of confidence and courage^ 
•' Well, you will acknowledge, one good turn 
dcfcrves another, and that I am fairly revenged of 
that great ftupid thief who robbed me of my 
game. Moft afluredly the firft favours of his 
wife were at lead equal to my hare and par- 
tridges. — " But," faid I, " it was an aft of per- 
fidy ^-it is unpardonable !'*— " Pfliaw,*' returned 
he, " it appears to me a mafterly piece of adr 
drefs. By Cerberus, the Spartans rob their 
vificants, make dupes of them, and aflaflinate 
men in cold blood j and yet I muft not be per- 

initted to revenge myfclf by a mere imaginary 
Wrong! They are a proud ferocious nation> 
and deferve the hatred^ of all mankind. All I 
regret is, that I cannot witnefs the rage and im* 
prccations of the poor difappointcd hufband. 
Befidcs," continued he, " in fome countries fuch 
an adion would be deemed a beneBt, like that of 
dripping a rofe of its thorns, and leaving it nOr 
thing but its fweets/*-?^" And how,'' faid I, " did 
you contrive to fucceed in fo raih and auda^ 
cious an cntcrprife ?"— *« You remember, no 
4oubt/' returned Phanor, <* that on the banks 

of 



jI4 THB THAVELS OF ANTENOR 

of the £Drotas> Jupiter changed himfelf into a 
fwan to triumph over the beautiful Leda ; and 
therefore as I have not the honour of being a 
god, I have only borrowed the form of a bird 
of night. I had long been highly irritated, aS' 
you know, againft the nephew of Demonax, and 
panted after the charms of the beautiful Afpafia. 
You will recoUcft that, together with Demonax, 

we followed the new-married couple at their 
iirft meeting ^ that the nephew went away, and 
that Demonax informed us of all that was to 
take place during his abfence. I liftened at- 
tentively to his ftory ; the idea of vengeance 
prcfented itfcif to my mind, and love inflamed 
my courage. You both then went away, and I 
pretended to follow you; but I returned and 
concealed myfelf at the door of a neighbouring 
houfe, where, favoured by the obfcurity of the 
tiight, and keeping profound filcnce, I waited 
for the matron to go out, my impatience con- 
verting every minute into an hour, till at length 
Ihe came down and left the door a-jar. As 
foon as fhe was gone I went up flairs, and as 
all the houfes of Sparta are built neaHy on the 
feme plan, I readily found the chamber where 
the palpitating bride was cxpeding her hufband. 
I groped my way in the dark, ftcpping as lighdy 
offiblc, when a feeble and timid voice faid, 

Ms 
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? Is it you> Lyfandcr?'— VYes/ replied I,- ia 
a feigned voice ; aad going direftly to the part 
of the room whence the found proceeded, found 
her extended on her mattrafs ; when loofeniog 
her zone, I made that our nuptia] bed and the 
throne of our loves. Oh Venus ! what faicir 
nating charms, worthy of the pencil of Zeuxit 
himfelf ! My wife, for fuch fhe was at that 
inftant, at firft coy, bafliful, and trembling, 
oppofed my embraces with a yielding refift- 
ancc ; by degrees, however, (he became more 
animated, and met me with equal ardour. She 
preffed me to her bofom, called me her dear 
Lyfander, her tender hufbandj and at length 
convinced me by her tranfports, that the women 
of Sparta are ftill more lovely on the throne of 
Hymen, than in the exercifes of the gym- 
nafium. 

" Yet notwithftanding the tranfport and intoxi- 
cation of this double triumph, I remembered that 
like Phlegyas in the infernal regions, I had a rock 
hanging over my head, I tore myfelfi therefore, 
from the arms of my lovely partner, at the fame 
time overwhelming her with kiffcs,— * Dearefl: 
Lyfander,* faid fhe, in the fwccteft fofteft voice, 
* will you leave me fo foon?' — * Alas!' faid I, 
' it muft be fo ! The laws command this facri- 

fice. 
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ficc^ and it is my duty to obey them/ As I 
faid this> I kiHed her again and again, then fled 
away as fuddenly as poflible^ and . here I am at 
Belemina, fully revenged of that Spartan thief 
Lyfander> having repaid the republic for its hof- 
pitality, by leaving it a little citi2e,n who will 
no doubt be the picture of his father, and be« 
come the glory and fupport of the date/' 
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CHAP. LXXIV. 

Journey to Argos. Some particulars relative t0 
Mycena. Cowoerjation with Cbryjippus the 
Stoic. Vijit to Delos. Hiftory of Latona. 
The two friends embark on board a vejfel which 
fajfes before Cbio and Sdmos, 

HAVING rcfted two days at Bclemina, we 
fct out for Argos *, and on the road paid 
a vifit to the ruins of Myccnas, that celebrated 
city, which was dcftroyed by the Argives. The 
fountain of Pcrfeus and the fubterrancous caverns 
where Atreus and his children hid their trea- 
ibres, arc ftill fliown. Near it are the tombs of 
Atreus, Agamemnon, and Eleftra. Clytfem* 
ncftra and iEgyfthus arc buried without the 
walls. Fifteen ftadia from Mycenae, at the foot. 
of Mount Eubceus, is a temple of Juno worthy 
the attention of travellers ; and below which runs 
die Afterion, falling at fome diftance into a 
cavern where it is loft. On its banks grows- 
a kind of grafs alfo called Afterion, with which 
chaplets are formed for the goddefs. This edi- 

* Nov^ called Planizza, 

fice 



^l8 THB TXAYUhS PI AMTXNOR 

ficc is fupported by columns, on which arc re* 
prefentcd various hiftorical and mythological 
events 5 and before the door arc fcveral ftatues 
of heroes and of priefteffes of Juno ; among the 
former of which, that of Oreftes is particularly 
itrriarkable; In the veftibule are the Gracei^ 
the bed of JunO, and thfc buckler ivhich Mctte- 
laus took frohi Euphofbus before Troy,— ^In 
the center of the temple is a coloffal ftituc of 
Juno, formed entirfcly of gold and itory, being 
the work of Polyclctus. On her head is a 
crown, above which are the flours and the 
Graces : in one hand (he holds a fceptre, in 
the other a grenade, and on the fceptre (lands a 
cuckoo ; becaufe when Jupiter fell in love with 
her in her youth, he borrowed the form of that 
bird that (he might run after him and play with 
him. Near Juno is the ftatue of Hebe, the 
goddcfs of youth, of the fame rich materials as 
the former. In this temple alfo is an altar, 
of filver, on which is a bafs- relief, rcprcfcnting. 
the nuptials of Hercules add Hebe. 

Having fatisfied our curiofity, we proceeded 
to Argos, where w^ were prefcntly informed 
that Chryfippus, a . philoftiphcr of the portico, 
vas at thgt cjtyj and was vipl^nUy tormented by 
the gout. Curious to learn how a ftoic philofo- 

pher 
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pher bore fo acuee a pain, we paid bim a ViCiu 
He was lying on a tniferable bed, and near him 
flood a table, on which were a vefiel of water and 
a large bundle of papers, being the firft part of a 
pbilofophical work. Having made our falutationst 
I exprefTed the concern I felt at his fituation. <* I 
am at the poft," faid he, " affigned me by the 
Deity, and ihould I complain he would be of- 
fended. In whatever fituadon a virtuous man 
may be placed he is always happy." While he 
was faying^this, we perceived in his countenance 
ftrong marks of excruciating pain, which', how- 
ever, he afFedted to contemn, and we continued 
lilcnt for a few moments to let this violent pa- 
roxyfm pafs away. " NbV cried he fuddenly, 
*' Pain, I will never confefs thou art an evil ! 
Yes, I am happy in the midft of my tortures/ 
" You will acknowledge, however," faid I, '' that 
pain is not a good ?" — " Yes," anfwered he, 
** virtue is the only good. With virtue happi- 
ncfs will accompany us in the darktft dungeon, 
in the moft dreadful tormerfts, and under the meft 
miferable rags."—" In that cafe,'* faid Pbanor, 
«• you ought to be the happieft of mankind."— 
** Bcfides," continued Chryfippus, "'tis impbflible 
to avoid our fate, for fate governs the world."— 
*• Thus then," faid Phanor, " Paris was compel- 
led to elope with Helen, -^gifthus to aflaflinate 

Agamemnon, 
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Agamemnon, and there is no liberty, and confr- 
^uently no virtue in the world."— "By no means/' 
returned the philofophcr, " man is free/' — "How 
then/' faid Phanor, ** can you reconcile this li- 
berty with your doArinc of fatalifm ?*•—« Wc 
muft reconcile them as well as we can," replied 
the philofopher : " Do you know what the fun is ?*' ] 

— « No/* faid my friend.—" Yet/' continued 
Chryfippus, " you believe in its exiftcnce. Thus 
it is, the ftoics believe at once in an unavoidable 
dcftiny and in the freedom of the will, though 
unable to (hew how the one can confift with 
the other." I afkcd him whether it was true 
that he approved of marriages called inceftu-* 
ous.— »" Certainly," faid he. " Why Ihould not 
a father marry his daughter, or ^ mother her 
fbn i Surely Nature does not forbid fuch unions. 
On the contrary, (he forms the ftrongeft mutual 
attachment between them. They arc merely 
forbid by prejudice and opinion. An outcry 
too has been raifed againfl: me, becaufe I have 
faid, it would be better to eat human carcaflcs 
than to inter them. Are not beef, mutton, and 
game carcaffes ? and yet you devour them with- 
out the lead repugnance. Wherein confift the 
difference ?"— Here he broke off, and cried out, 
** Ah accurfcd gout, yes I am happy in fpite of 

thcc."— 
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thee.*'—" You ard tiot then/* faid I, " of the 
opinion of Epicurus^ who fays that pleafvire alone 
CTh r€nder man happy ?*' — ^^ No," replied 
he, " pleafure comes from tbt foul. It is the 
tefiimony of a good confcience chat conftitutcs 
the happinefs and the reward of a true ftoic* 
Hd fhtini honours and applaufe, delights ill ob* , 
fcuriey, loves all the world alikei not excepting - 
his/eneftiies; and his paffions and natural afiec* 
tions have iio power over him. Laft year 1 
lod: a brother who was very (trohgly attached t6 
the. He died in the night, and the next mom^ 
mg ! went ta the theatre of Bacchus i-^but per-> 

mit me to Ihorten this difcuflion, for I am fini(h^ 
ing a treatife on dialedicsj wbieh I am anxious 
to complete/^ When we had left this (ingular 
difcipte of Zeno, Phanor afked me what I 
thought of hiiQ.-^I replied, that I was of the 
opiftionof a certain fopbift^ who compared the 
ftoics to children endeavouring to leap beyond , 
their own Ihadow. 

The moft intercftlng objeft we law at 
Argos, was a ftatue placed againft* a column at 
the entrance of the temple of Venus, repreient* 
TelefiUa, a woman celebrated for her great 
talents and extraordinary courage, ^he is hold* 
ing in her hand a helmet, which ihe feems 
about to pueofti and a valumeof her poetry lies 

VOL. iu Y a( 
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at her feet. The following is the account we 
heard of this heroine. 

' The Argivcs being completely defeated by 
the Lacedxnnonians, Cleomenes their leader 
laid fiegc to Argos, then deprived of the de- 
fence of its vanquished warriors. TelcfiUa how- 
ever refolved to defend the city, and fending 
away the Haves and ufclcfs mout)iSi distributed 
arms 'to all the wometi] and placed hcrfetf ac 
their head. Animated by this noble example, 
they fudained the attack with fo much valour, 
that the Laceda:monians reBefling that even a 
viftory over fuch enemies would be odious, 
while a defeat would cover them with indelible 
fliame and difgrace, put an end to the attack, 
and raifcd the ficge. 

■ '■ III the centre of the great fquarc is an edi- 
fice of white marble, being a trophy erefled in 
honour of Pyrrhus on thp fpot where his funeral 
pile was ercftcdj but his aflics reft- in the tem- 
ple of Ceres, near the place where he was killed. 
We now afccndedthe hill on which the citadel 
ftands, to fee the temple of Apollo, of whom it 
contains a Aatue.in bronze. Here oracles are 
delivered, and the prieftcfs who prcHdes there 
muft be a virgin. Once a month (he facrifices 
light a Iheep, fome of whofe blood 
^ upon which (he is immediately 
feized 



IN Gf^EECE AND ASIA. ^^^ 

feized with the fpirit of prophecy. We con- 
tinued but a very fliort time at. Argos, going 
from Inachium to Nauplia^ which though a 
fmall town has a commodious port *. Here wc 
entered a tcmplcof Ceres at the moment when 
a facrifice was about to be performed. As this 
goddefs prefides over every branch of rural 
economy, the offerings confifted of fruits, ho- 
ney, wool, fcrpents, a fow with young, and 
particularly poppies, on account of their fecun- 
dity, but no wine. She was reprefented on a 
car drawn by two winged dragons, holding pop- 
pies in one hand, a burning torch in the other* 
and crowned with a chaplet of wheat-ears. We 
alfo faw the fountain of Canachus, by annually 
bathing in which Juno is faid always to reco- 
ver her virginity j and Phanor promifcd to 
publifh the virtues of this miraculous water to 
all the women of his acquaintance. Near the 
fame fpot one of the inhabitants (hewed us an a(s 
f<;ulptured on a (lone, telling us that to him was 
attributed the fecundity of the vine. This ani- 
mal having browzed on one of thefe plants, it 
was obferved in the following feafon to be much 
more produftivc than other vines, and from 
that time they have been cut every year, though 
this praftice never before prevailed.* 

* Noiv-calkd Napoli di Romania. It was the naval flation 
to Argos. 
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The next day we eiribarked for Dclos*: 
an ifland Which being far from fertile^ 1$ only 
celebrated as the birth-place of Diana and 
Apollo. The inhabitants aifured us that it 
owed its origin to an earthquake^ which caufed 
it fuddenly to arife in the roidft of the ocean. 

Pere we found a great concourfe of people, 
the feaft of Apollo and Diana having juft been 
celebrated. On this occafion all the neighbour- 
ing idands and nations are obliged to fend a. 
number of men and of virgins to affift at the cuf- 
tomary folcmnities and facrifices, which con^ 
elude with finging and dancing. Phanor mixed 
in the dances which ftill continued, and declared 
this arid rock, would be the Elyfium of the 
earth, if all thefe beautiful women were but its 
conftant inhabitants. 

In the temple of Apollo, we obferved a 
young girl enter with no other ornament than a 
veil, walking between two priefts, and. followed 
by fevcral women, When (he came to the altar, 
one of the priefts took off her veil while the 
other cut off her hair, which was uncom- 
mdnly^^ long and beautiful. " What a pity," 
cried Phanor, '* thus to- rob her of the moft 

* Now called SdiJi. This ifland^ thoagb the chief of the 
Cycladesy is very froall and uninhabited. The rains of the 
temple of Apolb are flilt extant* 

beautiful 
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beitqtirul of ornaments!" On inquiring the 
tnotiTC of this ceremony, wc learnt that (he 
was about to bp married ; and that by the 
laws of the country, (he was obliged on the 
day of hcf nuptials to confecrate her hair to 
' Apollo and Diana. 

In a chapel of this tehiple we perceived a 

very (inc large pifturc, which we were contem- 
plating with great attention, when a priell ac- 
cofted us, oa which we requcftcd him to explain 
the fubjcft of it. ** It is an incident," faid 
he, ^' which happened in Lycia to Latona, th^ 
mother of Apollo and Diana. Do you ob* 
(crve," continued he, ** how pale and emaciated 
the godde(s appears, and what pain (he feems to 
fufFer? She has the infant deities in her arms, 
and is (landing by a lake which is full of frogs. 

" The ftory is this: The fun was in the te- 
nith fcorching the droughty earth, when Latona, 
flying from the wrath of Juno, exhauftcd with 
fatigue, overcome with third, and having no 
milk in her bofom to feed and pacify her inno* 
cent little infants, approached this lake. Find* 
ing fome countrymen cutting willows and o(krt 
for balkcts, (he drew near them and threw hef- 
fclf on her knees, intreating them to fuffcr her 
to draw fome water to allay her burning third:: 
but thefe inhuman boors were deaf to her 

r 3 prayers. 
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prayers, and rudely drove her from the lake. 
The goddcfs then faid, ^« How can you refufe 
me a little water, which, like the air of heaven, 
or the light of the fun, belongs in common to 
all mankind ? Of you, however, I intreat it as 
a favour ; I deiire not to bathe in your lake, all 
I afk is to quench my burning thirft, and I fliall 
owe my life to your kindncfs. My breads are 
dry, my voice is almoft gone, and fcarcely can 
I fpeak to urge my rcqueft, or intercede for 
my dear infants, who extend their little arms 
to join their fupplications to mine l" For 
juft then the little innocents (^retched out their 
arms towards the countrymen. What heart fo 
cruel or fo infenfible, as not to be afFc6ted with 
fuch intreatiesl yet thefe ferocious monfters 
fiill continued inflexible ; and not only refufed 
her a little water but infulted her, and threat- 
ened to chaftife her unlefs ftip went away ; at 
the fame time difturbing the water with their 
flicks, their hands and their feet, and making 
the mud rife to the furfacc. Rage now fuf- 
pended the thirft of the goddefs, and (he raifed 
her hands and eyes to heaven, crying, 
*^ Wretches that you are, may you live for ever 
in this muddy water!" She had no fooner fpoken 
thefe words, than the metamorphofls took place, 
and all thefe bafe ruftics were changed into 

frogs. 
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frogs. In this hideous form they appear in the 
pifture plunging in the lake, where they ftill 
leenn to infult the goddcfs with their hoarfe and 
croaking murmurs.** 

We were now informed that the wind being 
favourable, our vclI^l was about to fail : we, 
therefore, thanked the pried for his information, 

and took leave of the ifland of Delos without 
regret, although it had given birth to two of 
the ^chief divinities of Olympus. 

As we failed for Ephefus .we pafled before 
Chios, which is a very populous ifland, highly 
celebrated for its excellent wine and its fine 
marble. The inhabitants are defendants of 
Neptune s for their ifland was a deiert at the 
time when that divinity became enamoured of a 
nymph he found there, who bore him a fon. 

It happened that the day of his birth was 
diftinguiflied by a great fall of fnow, and hence 
the ifland was called Chios *. After thif Neptune 
had two fons by another nymph; and thcfe 
were the firft inhabitants of the ifland. 

From a diftance we faluted Samos^ the fa- 
vourite ifland of Juno^ and a Samian, who hap- 
pening to be on board, told us that goddels was 
born on the banks of the Imbrafus, under a 
willow which ftill exifts, being inciofed within 

* From x}*^* which fignifiea fnow* 

V 4 a facred 
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a &cFed wall. Her umple. vhich i» a very 
floe rdificct ftinds ocar th« fea-fhore twcitty 
ftBdU from the city. Thus, aftrr a few days 
OH, hvoared by Neptune and the winds, we 
arrived ^ the ceklwaced city of E^ihefiis. 



I 

I 
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CHAP. LXXV. 

Arrival of Ephefus^ Dffcripion of the T^mfk 
of Diana, ^ecdotes of Heraditus. 

BofH Phanor and tnyfclf had a ftrong defirc to 
vifit the temple of Diana at Ephefusj 
^hich is confidered as one of the wonders of 

the world. I Tiad never feen it fince that 
period of early youth,^ when my tafte was as yet 
unformed, and I was deftitutc of the requiiitc 
knowledge to difcern and feel the delicacy and 
beauty exhibited in the produftions of art. We 
entered the port at fun-fct. The city of Ephe-^ 
fus is fituated between the Cavfter and the 
Masander, and is one of the twelve great cities 
of Ionia. The next day we arofe at day-break, 
but Phanor delayed our going out by^ the time 
he fpent in the decoration of his perfon: hc 
would have his fine hair frizzed in the neweft 
faihion, dividing i« into diSerent compart* 
ments^ railing it up in points like horns, ant] 
adorning it with grafshoppers of gold. How 
vakiable are time and (^ortunity i At length 
we waited on the learned Hermodoraii t celc-^ 

bratc4 
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brated philofophcr, to whom wc were recom- 
mended ; but found his family in the decpeft 
diftrcfs, for he had been balnlQicd from his na- 
tive city by a decree, and had that moment fee 
off into exile. On inquiring what was the na- 
ture of his crime j wc were told, ^^ his merit :** 
for the Ephcfians will not fuffcr any one to con- 
tinue in their city who raifes himfelf above his 
fellow-citizens. Yet fo ftrangely inconfiftent 
arc they, that they have pafled a law, enjoining 
every individual to keep conftantly in mind 
fome philofophcr whofc wifdom is worthy of 
imitation. 

To confole ourfelves for the abfence of Her- 
modorus, we went to the temple of Diana, the 
only one throughout Afia Minor, which Xerxes 
Ipared in his paffage through that country. 
This edifice (lands between the city and the 
port. Its length is four hundred and.twenty>fix 
feet, its breadth two hundred and fixteen ; and 
we counted one hundred and twenty- fcven mar- 
ble columns fixty feet high, prcfcnted by as 
many- kings. All Afia contributed to the build- 
ing of this temple, which is of the Ionic orders 
anAthe jnarblc ftatue of the goddcfs is of fo daz- 
zling a white, that an officer, appointed ex- 
prefsly for that purpofc, defired us not to look 

at 
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at it tod Hedfaftly. We paflfcd a confi<3erabIe 
part' of the day in this ediBce> and the next 
morning inquired ofZethus^ our hoft^ whether 
we could fee his countryman, the celebrated 
Heraclitus. " He is very rcfcrvcd/' faid Zc- 
thus, <' and we call him the obfcure and weeping 
pbilofophery for he never fpcaks but in enigmas, 
and is continually weeping for us and our follies : 
he has fo great an averfion to mankind, th^t he 
lives retired on Mount Pion, feeding on grafs ia 
common with wild beads, the only (bciety of 
which he is truly worthy." This account only 
increafed our curioficy, and we requefted Zethus 
to conduft us to the mountain, where having 
climbed up to a fmall plain, he pointed out this 
mifanthropift's habitation. It confided of a hoi- 
low recefs under a vaft projefting rock, furni(hed 
with a crazy old wooden door then (landing 
open. We entered it, but did not find Hera- 
clitus. We examined his cave however, which 
was furniflied with an old table, a notched 
and broken platter, containing fome roots, an 
earthen veflel full of water, and two plank$ 
covered with fheep-fkin which formed his 
bed. As foon as we left this gloomy den, we 
fearched around for its mailer, whom we at 
length dcfcried fitting on a (lon<: with a melan-- 

cMy 
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choly^dejefbed air and weeping. He no ibone^ 
perceived us than he aroie and fied away. Ze-^ 
thus^ howeveri told Fhanor to purfue him, andl 
to aild htm what is man ? On hearing this quef- 
tion he (lopped, and turning rounds cried out| 
'' His knowledge is ignorance, his greatncis 
baiene&j his ilrength weaknefs, and what he 
calls pleafure pain/' Having uttered thefe 
words he ran away- Two days after it was re-, 
ported in the city, that he was come thither to 
confult a difciple of j3Efculapius, his mode of 
life having brought on a dropfy. We haftcncd 
to Ice him, and were prefcnt when he entered 
the hloufe of the phyfician, to whom he faid, 
•' Canft thoii change a rainy to a fcrene day ?" 
which the phyfician not underftanding, he was 
left to cure himfelf. We learnt fince our de- 
parture from Ephefus, that he buried himfelf 
in a dunghill, e}cpe£ling to find that extraneous 
heat a remedy for his diforder, which how- 
ever daily increafed, .and he died at fixty 
years of age i too long a period for fo mifer- 
able a being to lives who, had he poffcflcd 
any real philofophy, would rather have laughed 
than wept at the folly of mankind *. We alfo 
few that celebrated painter Parrhafius, of the 

^ Juvenal faid of him : 

' Mlrandum eft ande Die ocolis AifFecerit humor/ 

fame 
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fame city^ whofe bed work is the allegoric pic« 
ture of the people of AthenSj which at once 
exprefles both their virtues and their vices* 
This artift had a golden crown on his head, » 
very rich cane in his hand, and the clafps of his 
fandals were of gold i his robe was purple, hii 
buikins very elegant^ and he told us he was the 
king of painters. We prefcntly took leave of 
him, highly difgufted with his vanity and often* 
tation, which difgraced his extraordinary tt» 
Icnts *. 

We left Ephefus foon after, taking the firft 
opportunity that o0ered of embarking for Mw 
ktus. 

^ Having entered tke lifts againft Zeujds, and tlieir rar 
fpeflive pieces being produced, the birds came and pecked 
with great avidity at the grapes painted by Zeaxis ; but 
vhen Parrhafins immediately after exhibited his ptect, 
Zeaxis (iud, Rim^vijwr curtain that njm ma^fi$ th$ paifUing, 
The curtain was the painting, and thoagh deception is by 09 
means the criterion of excellence in the art» yet his antago*^ 
t\ift acknowledged himfelf conquered : dying, Ziujfis has J§» 
ffivfd birds i but Pttrrbafim hof dtctivtd Zeuxis hii^fflf* T. N# 
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CHAP. LXXVI. 

Defcription of Miletus. Ambur of Pbanor ; the 
dangers attending it. Departure from MiU^ 
tuss Hijiory of Pbiliftus. 

li yriLETus is fituated near the mouths of the 
lYX Maeandcr, and is called the daughter of hea- 
ven ^nd earth. Nor is its fame at all exaggerated. 
The fmiling banks and variegated finuofities 
of the river, and the voluptuous manners of the 
inhabitants, render it highly worthy of the at- 
tention and curioGty of travellers. The Milc- 
fians are amiable, and perhaps exceed even the 
Athenians in policcnefs, in pleafing manners, 
and in the charms of intcUcftual acquirements. 
They are reproached, however, with an un* 
reftrained freedom of manners, which fome- 
times affumes an air of licentioufncfs. In thcfc 
happy abocjcs every objeft contributes to charm 
and fafcinate the (enfes, the pure ferenity of the 
atmofphcre, the uncommon beauty of the wo- 
,men, the elegance of thdr apparel, their con- 
tinual fcftivals, their mufic, their dances, and 
their games, every thing fills the foul with plea- 

furc J 
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fure ; and Phanor remembered with delight 
thac it was the birch-place ^bf his dear Theo* 
phania. 

At the time of our arrival, the fcftival of Cybelc 
was juft beginning. We faw her ftatuc borne 
on a car, and the procellion advanced to the 
found of cymbals. The priefts of the Good 
Goddefs, as (he is called, affefted lafcivlous at- 
titudes, disfigured thcmfelves by ridiculous dif- 
tortions, howled horribly, and tore their bodies 
to procure alms. They begged in the name of 
the mother of the gods, and carried little figures 
upon their breads. This fight, however, was^far 
more amufing than the feftival of Diana at 
Sparta, which was difgraced by the bloed of 
little boys. We alfo vifited the temple of 
Apollo, which is one of the moft celebrated 
throughout Greece. 

Here too we faw the obfcure and crazy old 
houfc, where the celebrated Afpafia was born» 
Whata fourceof rcflcftionsl *' Beneath this hum» 
ble roof," faid I ; *^ (he who was deftined to marry 
Pericles, govern Athens, and light up the flames 
of war in Gre^ece, firft faw the light. She who 
was to inftruft Socrates himfelf, and whofc wit 
and beauty, who(e eloquence and talents, were 
to fpread her fame to the utmoft bounds of 
Afia! Thus a drop of water chryftalifcd and 

transformed 



^^6 THE TkATBLS OF AKTINOR 

transformed into a diamond, adorns the head of 
majefly, or fparklcs on the breaft of femalo 
beauty ! 

Phanor foon began to feel the lympatiictic 
influence of the climate and manners of the in- 
habitants, and became enamoured of the courte- 
san Phryne, whofe charms were fo ieducing, that 
being brought to trial for impietyi and perceiving 
that fentcnce of condemnation was about to be 
pafled, (he obtained her pardon by unveiling the 
irrcfiftible beauty of her bofom *• 

Phanor was continually fpeaking of her with 
all the enthufiafm of an impaOloned lover. He 
preferred her to Theano, to Theophania, and 
even to the charming Afpafia of Sparta» He 
laviihed on her innumerable prefents and enter* 
tainments, and thoughlt himfelf the happieft of 
men, although he had not yet attained the objeft 
of his wilhes. An old pfieft, the chief of thofe 
ofCybele, was his rival; and, by continually 
watching and attending her, prevented the accom« 
pliftimcnt of their mutual dcfircs. 1 advifed him 
to be diftruftful of the careflcs of a courtezan and 
the artifice of a crafty old pricft, but he aflured 
mc he could not harbour a doubt of the fidelity 

* This was not the celebrated Phryne who> at a nmcli later 
penoif offered to rebuild Thebes at her own expence» pro- 
vided Ihe were permitted to put this infcription on the gates : 
AUxander deftrcytd Thebes and Pbtynt rebuilt U. 

ai>d 
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and afFcftion of his beloved ; and, with regard 
to his rival, he took a plcafure in being merry 
at his expencc. I therefore made no other 
anfwer, than wiflilng all might end well. 

The cataftrophe of the ftory foon arrived. — 
He came to me one day fparkling with joy, and 
.triumphing in his good fortune,, to tell me he 
had an affignation with his dear Phryne, to meet 
whom he imnr^ediately flew. In his excefs of 
tranfport he did not ftop to tell itic more. I 
tongratulatcd him on his fuccefs, biit advifed 
him to take Sufpicion and Prudence as his guards 
land proteftors. My caution was but too juft. 
I waited for him in vain till the fecond watch 
bf the night, and when I arofe in the morning, 
po tidings of hjtn h^d arrived. The fun reached 
^is meridian altitude and again fank beneath the 
horizon, yet no Phanor appeared. Full of alarm 
^nd folicitous for his fafety, I ran to inquire for 
him of Phryne ; >yho replied that Ihe had fome- 
times fcen a young man named Phanor, but 
that fhe was totally ignorant what was become 
bf him. This anfwer terrified me extremely, 
and I ran over the whole town, its fuburbs and 
cnviroris in vain ; I was now inconfolably dif- 
Ireffed, and could form no probable conjecture 
to account for his abfence. . The next day paflcd 
in the fame uncertainty and dcfpair, and (twca 
more elapfed before I was relieH^ed'from this 

VOL. II. z painful 
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painful (ituation. On the ninth day returning 
home very late, overcome with fatigue, and ck» 
haufted and oppreffed with grief, I threw myfclf 
on my bed, exclaiming : ** He is dead ! he is 
AiTaflinatecl ! Oh, my dear Phanor ! my charm- 
ing friend, whole attraftive gaiety of manners and 
affedionate fweetnefs^ of difpofition (bothed and 
embellilhed my life ! where art thou ? what fate 
has overtaken thee ?" As I was thus lamenting 
his lo6, I fuddenly heard a knock at the door, 
and, running to open it, what did I fee ! A 

ipedrc ! I immediately drew back, but he 
threw himielf into my arms and preflfed me to 
hi^ bofom without uttering a word. At length 
I perceived it was Phanor himfelf : " Whence,'* 
cried I, *' do you come, my cruel friend, fo pale 
and ghaftly, fo disfigured and bloody ? Are you 
rifen from the tombs ; are you dead or alive ?'' 
— *' I fcarcely know where I am," faid he, " or 
whether I exift or not. My dear friend, do not 
abandon me $ let us depart from Miletus imipe- 
diatcly, for danger and death are purfuing me.— 
Let us be jgone without delay." Accordingly we 
lee off at midnight : but Phanor could fcarcely 
proceed, and only dragged himfelf along, finking 
under the weight of fatigue and famine ; for 

during eight days he had fubQfted on a little 
flour and wator. . At break of day we perceived 

4 a fmall 
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& ttmiX hdtife at a little diftance from th6 road. 
Thither we hadehed^ and in thfe name of all the 

gods o( hofpitality folicited for refugi. The 
ttiafter of thfe houle^ a man of about fifty years 
of agei gencroiifly granted our requeft, arid 
gave us ibme breakfaft^ aftdr which he left u^ 
to attieUd to His affairs. Phandr threw himfelf 
On a bed arid preiently fell intd a profound deep. 
As for mii his afiedlihg fltiiationy the fingularitjr 
bf thi ad^^cntiire, and the defire of clearing it 
Op, chafed away the genius of repofe. I was 
beginriirtgi however, to grow dfowfy whcii our 
holt entered 'With i wild affrighted air, faying^ 
*^ Strangers, whofoever ye be, I Have proniifed 
you hbfpitality, and yoU are under the prbte6tiori 
(}f my houfehold godsj there are perforis iri 
purfiiit of you. As I was walking on the t'oad, 
feveral officers of juftice aflced ffte Whether t 
had not feen two fugitive vagabonds pafs bf • 
I faid ho $ and that^ ihdeed^ was true. They 
are fearching the next hbiife^ and doubtlefs will 
immediately come hither. You have riot an 
inftant td lofe; Follow me, and I will conceal 
you in a fafe i^ace«" I inftantly awakened 
Phanoti rdufing him with the gfeatefl difficulty 
from his too darigerous fleep ; and we followed 
our guide, who brought a long ladder^ and, at 

about two hundred paces from the houfe, mfld« 

t 2 us 
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US defcend into a well : " There is no water," 
laid he, *^ and, though you will be rather cold, 
I hope your ftay will be fliort." He then took 
away the ladder, and covered the well with 
planks and (tones. 

Thus were we both buried alive in the bowels 
of the earth. Phanor was fpeechlefs, unable to 
move, and half frozen with cold. My folicitude 
was the greater, as I was totally ignorant of the 
cauie of all thefe events, and of the nature of 
the danger that threatened us. Nor was it pof- 
fible, at this time, to make inquiries of Phanor, 
who appeared alarmingly torpid and drowfy. 
1 even futfered him to fleep upon a bed of 
ftones, and we continued in our dungeon till 
the clofe of day. At length the honeft Phi- 
liftus, for that was the name of our hod, came 
to tell us the danger was pad, and let down 
the ladder. I again roufed Phanor and affifted 
him to itioufit, for his debility was extreme, and 
I perceived that he was in a dangerous fever. 
Philiftus put him in his own bed ; and we had 
no fooner left him than the wife of our hoft 
came back fVom Miletus, telling Us, the city 
was in the greateft conftef nation ; that the high- 
prieft of Cybele had been aflafiinated in the 
night i that the inhabitants were in the utmoft 
dread of the, vengeance of the goddcfs j that a 
gonfiderable reward had been pronaifed to whofo* 

ever 
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ever ihould difcover the murderer; and^ (he 
added with vehemence, that the impious wretch 
^ho had dared to lay his parricidal hands on 
the minifler of the gods ought to be flayed 
alive. 

During this narration, I trembled with alarm 
and Ihuddered with horror; for I knew this 
high-pried was Phanor's rival. What added 
to my embarraflfment the eyes of Philiftus were 
conftantly fixed on me, and I perceived that, in 
his own mind, he ftrongly fufpe£ted us* of the 
murder. His wife now alked him who we were : 
" Some travellers," faid he ; " one of whom 
has b.een taken very ill, and they have afked 
me for hofpitality." This kind evafivc reply 
recalled my confidence, and convinced me of the 
honour of our hoft. But no fooner was his wife 
abfent than he prcflfcd me to declare whether wc 
were the culprits fought for, fwearing by Caftor 
and Pollux, the gods of hofpitality, that in lieu 
of abufing my confidence he would do his ut- 
moft to fave us : I did not choofe,'' faid he, 
" to fpcak before my wife, for ftie cannot bear 
to hear even a joke againft the priefts, whom ihe 
Cimfiders as the images of the Divinity."—" I 
am perfcdlly innocent," faid I, " of this murder 5 
hut in gratitude for the franknefs and honour of 
your conduft, I will Qot conceal that I fufpeA 

z 3 my 
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my friend. That old prieft wa$ hi$ riva) 

in love, and Phanor mayt perhaps, have 

furprifed him with his miftrefs. If (b he 

may have endeavoured to revenge • hinifelf]^ 

and being young and, vigorous^ may {lave 

eafily triumphied oyer th^ old hierophiint AU 

this, however, is mere conjcfture. But Phanoc 

\s of an amiable temper, a very honed man, and 

incapable of committing any crime. If he has 

immolated the prieft, it was doubtlefs a facriBce 

to felf-prefervation or revenge," I then thanked 

Fhiliftus with all the efFufions of expanding 

confidence for his noble generofity and friendly 

hofpitality. '^ Ah T* cried he, " an incident 

which I fhall never forgf^ has taught me eyer 

to fuccour and refpeft my fellow-men, efpecially 

thofe who are in diftrefs. Before that period I 

was apathetic and infenfible to the happinefs of 

others, or rather egotifm had taken po0effioq 

of my heart, and paralyfipd all its fympatbies. 

One evening a man, exhaufted with fatigue and 

vforn out with indigence, came to my door an4 

alked for hofpitality during the night. At firft, 

I harfhly refufcd him, and treated hipi as an idle 

fellow and a vagabond. < I am neither one nor the 

other,' faid he, jn a foft and gentle toiic of voice, 

• but you hav-c no occafion to know who I am $ do 

but fuSerme ^ flccp in your cow-houfc 3 for the 

night 
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night is dark and threatens for heavy rain. This 
is all I alkj nor do I wi(h to trouble you for any 
food. I have gathered fome roots which will 
be fulEcient for me/ I was fo hard-hearted, 
however, as to rcjedt his prayer, and only per- 
mitted him to fleep beneath the (hcd that joins 
the houfe, without even offering him a morfel of 
' bread s and with this he contented himfelf* 

'^ At midnight I was fuddenly awakened with 
a cry of murder and affaflins ! I rufhed to the 
window and, by the light of the moon, faw the 
unfortunate traveller vigoroufly and courageoudy 
combating riirce men, who were elofely preffing 
him, though he had no other weapon Ithan a 
large knotted ftick, while his advierfaries were 
armed with poniards. As foon as he heard me 
he cried, ^ Arm yourfclf, thefe arc robbers who 
are coaie to murder you }' As he faid this he 
gave one of the aflaflins fo powerful a blow that 
he brought him fenfelefs to the ground. I inftantly 
feized ^n old pike and caipe to his affiftance, 
on which the robbers took to Bight, dragging 
their dying conipanion ^ftcr them. My 
wife and a iervant now canfie out with a 
prch, and I perceived that my gueft was 
covered with blood : * You arc wound- 
ed ?' faid {. — * Yes/ replied he, • it is true 
I am wounded, but (hat is immaterial, for I 
have favcd your life/ We injmediately carried 

24 him 
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him into my bed-room, and gave him every; 
care and attention in our power; and 'When he 
had fomewhat recovered his ftrength, he told 
me that, while he was under the (hcH, where the 
flight being Very cold he could not fleep, thefc 
three villains flopped near the fpot where he 
lay, and, not perceiving him, began to contrive 
means of getting into the houfe to rob and murder 
me; that he had ruftied upon them with his 
flick, and thus the combat began. After this 
narration he was worfe, and I left him under 
tKe care of my wife, while I went to Miletus 
for a phyfician, who, alas ! no fooncr probed 
the wounds than he declared them mortal. On 
hearing this, though my eyes had long for- 
gotten to' weep, I began to fhed tears/ and my 
unfortunate gueft thereby perceiving 'his doom' 

4 

was fixed, held out his hand, faying, « My' 
dear hoft, ceafe yoiir lamentations, I regret not 
the lofs of that life to which nothing could 
ever attach me. I have never been able to* 
overcome my deftiny, and have always been 
•poor and wretched.' When I begged his par-; 
don for the harfhnefs of my reception; * Alas!', 
faid he, ' it is not your fault but that of man- 
kind in general, or rather of the gods, who have 
formed the human heart of fuch- corrupt ma- 
terials.' — I how afked him his name: ' My 
name/ replied he, * would be ufelcfs to you, 

for 
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for it will foon be blotted from the book of 
life. I have paffcd fifty years upon the earth 
in a conftant ftruggle againft advcrfity 5 and 
though I have always afted virtuoufly, mifery 
has been my only reward. Pirates robbed mQ 
of the fruits of my commercial induftry ; war 
devaftated and ruined the farm which I ftill 

retained, and my houfe was dcftroyed by fire. 
I have done forae kind aftions, yet have mep 
with no reward but ingratitude : one bofom 
friend denied my.haVing" depofited a large fum 
of money in hi^ hand^^^and aqother repaid my 
hofpitality by ftducihg my wife. I ftill retained, 
however, an only fon; my chief remaining hope, 
but he eloped with a bafe fetoale flave and went 
to Egypt, where" he periflied in mifery and 
debauchery, and I am this day about to com- 
plete the wretched tale by dying a vidlim to 
duty and humanity. Whence is this unequal 
preference of the gods s this fatality that devote§ 
ine, me alone, to fo unceafing a train of adver- 
fity, while thpufands, who are loaded with crimes 
or branded with difhonour, glide on in uninter- 
rupted enjoyment, rolling in wealth, in luxury, 
and in pleafure ?' — t replied to him , that this 
apparent happinefs was frequently a mere illu- 
fion; that if we examined into the hearts of 
thefe unprincipled beings, we (hould often find 
them a fcenc of trouble, or infeftcd with the un- 

ceall^g^ 
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ceafing gnawings of an evil confcience : and 
even were there any reaUcy in their fancied 
bappincfs the juftice of the gods would punifli 
them after death, whereas bimfelf would enjoy 
that felicity which was the juft reward of 
virtue in the Elyfiao fields/—* If fo/ re- 
turned be, * why am I the objed of their pre- 
diledion, or why are others born corrupt and 
vicious merely that they may be punifhed with 
fuch cruel torniepts ?* This dilemma embar<- 
irafTcd me> and I broke off the converfadon 
under pretext that it was too fatiguing for him. 
In the following night his cheft fwelled^ the 
motion of his heart relaxedj and life feemed 
quivering on his lip. I was now reftored to hu- 
manity and fenfibilicyj and Ihed the bitter tears of 
remorfe and gratitude over my bencfa£bor» who 
jhortly before he expired held out his hand 
to me, faying, in a feeble voice, * Adieu I be 
juft, be charitable, for that will be a per- 
petual confolation, and eipecially at the hour of 
death.' Thus perceiving his lad breath was 
about to take its flight, I threw a veil over his 
head, and had no fooner cut oflT tlie extremity 
of his hair, than the lad figh announced the de- 
parture of his foul. 

*' I buried bim in my garden oppofite to my 
bouie, that I might never ceaie to have that 
drcadfid \>ut important leflbn before my eyes. 
1 aMb put on mourning, dreffing myfelf in black, 

cutting 
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jcutting off my hair and ftrewing it over bis 
cooib. I even cut off the hair from the crown of 
my headi as if I had loft my father or my deareft 
friend, and fwore upon his allbes that I would 
^ver afterwards be more humane and hofpitable. 
But night is approaching^ and you muft have 
need of repofe, which, I hope, will foon reftorc 
.the ftrength of your friend. I imagine you will 
be fafe here for fome days, but I will go to- 
morrow to the port and inquire for a veflcl to 
convey you fecrcdy away. Whither do you 
wi(h to go ?^*-— «* Before we advance any farther 
into Afia," faid I, *« we would fee Rhodes/'— 
," *Tis enough," faid he ; «« I think I fliall im- 
mediately arrange matters for you." 

I rofe very late and found Phanor fitting up 
In bed with a fmiling and tranquil air, talking 
with Philiftus ; 'for a long and balmy fleep had 
^eftored his ftrength and cured his fever. 
We embraced with tears of joy, and Philiftus 
pld me he had found at the port a captain 
who was his frier^d> and who wpuld fet fail in 
three days for Rhodes, whither he had agreed 
p convey us. 

Philiftus propofed our breakfafting by Pha- 
por*s bed-fide :— " With plcafure," faid I, 
f provided he will relate to us the cataftrophe 
^zt terminated his amour ; for I am extremely 

anxiou) 
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anxious to know how it ended : and be fides he 
ought to convince his hofpitable hod that we 
arc not unworthy of the generous reception he 
has given us."—" Mod willingly," replied Pha- 
|ior ; " liften to my ftory, and then judge ojT 
my condu^ s^nd my innocence." 
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CHAP. Lxxyii. 

jidv€nture of Pbamr. 

•' X70V remember that I came full of jojr to 
* tell you of my affignation with Phrync* 
The place of appointment was a chapel in the 
temple of Cybele, and the time the du(k of th^ 
evening. Thither I repaired at a very early 
hour, and concealing myfelf in a corner, waited 
with impatience for Phryi^e, While thus burn- 
ing with love, and panting with expe6):ation» 
at length I faw a woman enter the temple 
veiled, and of Phryne's fize and fhape, on 
which I darted forward and clafped her in my 
arms $ but (he immediately fc^reamed as if with 
terror, and I perceived it was not Phryne's 
voice, but that of a ftranger. I difcovercd my 
error too late, for I was inftantly attacked by 
three men, under the direftions of a prieft, who 
cried out. Sacrilege and profanation ! I would 
have defended myfelf, but Was unarmed, and 
the three villians threw me down, bound my 
h^nds, and led me to a fubterraneous dungeon, 

where 
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where I was abandoned to the wild rc(Le&ioM 
of defpaih 

" The ivfro firtt days the dniy humsln being )[ 
law was a flave, who brought me no other food 
than a little baked flour fnixed with water, and 
replied to all my queftions, / don*t know. At 
length difgufted at his laconic anfwers, 1 afked 
him if he knew whether he was a man or a 
mule, but ftill he coldly replied, / don't know. 

<< On the third day the fame men who had 
arrefted me, came to bring me before the tri- 
bunal of the priefts, confining of fix cory bances^ 
or rather fix old monkeys, feated in great form^ 
and aiFe£ting all the gravity of confummate hy- 
pocrify. At thi^ tribunal^ that villain, my rival, 
who prcfidcd> reproached me with my impiety 
and irreligion. ' How/ faid he> with a horrid 
grimace, ' could you date to violate the tem- 
ple of the mother of the gods, and infult a Wo- 
man in her prefence ! What a dreadful abomi- 
nation ! Are you ignorant of the vengeance of 
the goddefs on Hippomenes and Atalanta, whom 
Ihe changed into lions to draw her cari be- 
caufe in their impatience to confummate their' 
nuptials, they had violated her temple ? Yet 
their crime was lefs heinoui than' yours, finc<l 
they were united in the bonds of lawful wed- 
lock ! You would doubtlefs haVe experienced 

the 
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the fame cbaftifement, had not our prayers 
fufpendcd the thunders and the vengeance of the 
jgoddcft. What have you to fay in your juftifi- 
cation ?* — ' Nothing/ replied I, * but that I 
do not recognize the jurifdiftion of your tribu- 
nal; I demand my liberty, and that Cybele be 
left to execute her own vengeance. If (he has 
metamorphofcd Hippomenes and Atalanta into 
lions, tremble left fhe punifh your barbarity, by 
changing each of you into monkeys or owls/ 
Ac thefe words they all at once exclaimed^ 
that I was an impious Atheid and deferved no 
indulgence. ' However,' faid the chief of 
thefe eunuchs, « my dear Dadlyli, let us oppofe 
clemency to infolence, and juftice to impiety; 
My fon, your crime is proved and you defervc 
death ; but a charitable and pious fpirlt induces 
us to commute your fentence, or rather to oflfer 

you a reward in lieu of punifliment, and make 
you happy inftead of bringing you to the fcaf- 
fold. We offer you the honour of becoming 
one of the minifters of Cybele. In that capa- 
city you will participate our dignities, our glory, 
and our riches ; but to obtain this favour, you 
muft fubmit to the fame operation as ourfelves, 
and by this facrifice to the Good Goddefe, you 
will exterminate every impure dcfire from your 
mind.' Full of aftonifhment at this propofal, 

I replied^ 
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I replied, ^ The, Good Goddcfs has no need of 
my fcrvices. If you have been mutilated, (b 
much the worfe for you ; but I had rather be 
profane and retain my manhood, than become 
one of the efFemirl^t^ and impotent corybantes. 
Keep your hono«i:s for thofe who are mort 
worthy to e|ij6y thehji : I will not fubmit tofd 
bafe a facrificft.* This firm and ironical reply 
irritated my judges, who ordered me to 
be carried back to prifon, till my repentance 
and refignation fliould render rne worthy of the 
gpddcfs's pardon. Thus, in fpite of my remon^ 
(Irances and proteftations, I was compelled t6 
fubmit to fuperior ftrength and return to my 
dunjgeon. 

*' There the mod dreadfulreflcftions oppreffcd 
iny mind. Placed between two dreadful alter- 
natives, either I was condemned to perpetual 
imprifonmeht, perhaps to a premature death ; or 

to be deprived of all that could render life defir* 
able. 

" Three lingering dayspaffcd over me in this 

• . ' » • • • 

horrid fituation. On the fourth, I was con- 
dufted to the old Dadylus my rival, who afked 
me in a foft and wheedling voice* whether I 
ftill pcrfifted in my obftinate refufal, at the 
fame time extolling to the fkies the happinefs 
of a prieft of Cybcle. • What happinefs,' faid I, 

*can 
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* can arife from unneceffary and contempti- 
ble privations, or how can my impotence ren- 
der Cybde more powerful ?' — * 'Tis not for 
us/ replied he, * to pry into the fecrets of the 
gods. We fee the efFefts alone, the caufcs are 
hidden from us/ — ' By Hercules,' faid I, ' it 
cannot be imagined the prefents of the gods to 
man were intended merely to decorate the 
walls of their own temples/ The old Daftylus 
therefore now perceiving I obftinately per- 
fifted in my refolution, fent me back to my 
dungeon ; faying, * When you are tired of your 
prifon, and indulge more rational fentiiiientSj 
you will let me know/ 

" Thus was I again plunged in the mofl: 
dreadful perplexity. * Shall I then,* cried I 
with rage, * become a prieft of Cybcle, a vile 
degraded reptile, deprived of the facrcd Prome* 
thean fire, the very foul of univerfal nature ? 
No, however dreadful the profpeft, I will ra- 
ther be for ever buried in a dark and loathfome 
dungeon, where the light of heaven never 
enters/ Thus was I finking under the weight 
of grief and horror j when on the ninth day of 
my confinement, a feeble ray of light from a^ 
little dormer window fell on a white ftone fixed 
in the wall. This light, piercing through the 
Jhades of my prifon, awakened in my foul a fiight 

VOL. ir. A A fenfation 
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fenlktioh of pkafort. 1 involontarfly appiroachcd 
th^ ftonej and contemplating ic >vit;h the doitll 
attfcntidh, perceived fonie half obliterated cha- 
rafters which 1 attempted to decypher, arid at 
length dlftinguifticd the word Seek. This cnig- 
inatical infcription puzzled and embarrafled me. 
iTie ftone projcfted, atid, when I endeavoured 
to remove it, eafily yielded to my exertions. I 
then put my hand into the hollow, where I 
found a poniard and a writing, with thefe words : 
/ died in this dungeon a viSlitn tt) the Jdnguinary 
priefts of the temple^ who efidea^our^ by the moft 
horrid 'fra£ticesy to procure companions to their 
misfortunes. As Ifhall doubtlefs be fucceeded by 
ether vi£limsj I leave them this poniard either 
to revenge themfelves or to terminate their mi/ery. 
When I read this, I fhuddcred with horror: 
' Alasl' cried I, * thefe fanatical priefts are the 
executioners of the divinity !' A fudden thought, 
however, darted on my mind, and I conceived it 
pofliblc this weapon might avenge my injuries 
and burft my fetters. I waited till evening, 
when I defir^d my gaoler to tell the chief of the 
corybantes I wiflied for a private interview with 
him. Upon this the prieft immediately lent one 
of his myrmidons for me, and having concealed 
my poniard in my drefs I attended him. I 
had obferved at my firft interview that my 

guard 
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guard remained without while I alone was 
clofeted with the old pricfts^ and at this fecond 
intenriew the fame arrangement took place. 
As foon as we were alone, he faid in an hypo- 
critical tone of voice, * Well, my fon, reaibn 
has no doubt at length enlightened your mind» 
or at lead the Great Goddefs has taken pity on 
you ; my colleagues are irritated at your obfti* 
nacy s but I hope I fkall be able to obtain your 
pardoll9^ and procure you their favour/ While 
he faid this, I was obferving his motions, his 
attitude, and the part where I ought to ftrike. 
But as I was ftill ftlent, ^ What !' faid he, ^ dp 
you make no anfwcr ?'— r^ Yes,' replied I, * that^ - 
that is my anfwer,' and plunged the poniard in , 
his bofom. He ftruggled with me, but I threw 
him down, kept his mouth (hut, and with ano- 
ther ftroke of the poniard, terminated his con- 
temptible exiftence. I then quickly dreffed 
myfelf in his clothes and came out, making a 
iign to my guard to keep watch at the door; 
upon which they arofe and made me a low fa- 
lutation. Having paffed this dangerous ftrai^ 
more terrific than that of Sylla and Charybd^ 
I wandered about through this vaft edifice, 
of which the ichnography was totally unknown 
to me, and which was now enveloped in the 
darkncfs of night. At length I fortunately met 

A A 2 a flavc 
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a flavc with a torch. * Light me/ faid I, with 
a commanding voice, * to the outer gate, for 
an affair of importance obliges me to go out.' 
This man (bowed me the way with the greateft 
reipeft ; and no fooner had I left him, than I 
inftantly threw off my facerdotal dilguifc, and, 
almoft naked and covered with blood, hurried 
through the ftrects of Miletus, fo much agitated 
that I could fcarcely find my way home i where 
I again faw my dear Antenor, and embraced 
and bathed him in my tears." 

We praifcd the courage and addrcfs of 
Phanor, and congratulated him on the fuccefs 
with which fo bold an enterprife had been 
crowned. 
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CHAP. LXXVIII. 

I 

Pbanor's plan of retirement. Arrival at Rhodes^ 

I NOW informed Phanor that a paflage was 
procured for us on board a veflcl bound for 
Rhodes. " But, my dear friend/' faid I, " in 
the name of all the gods be more circum(pefl: 
in your love adventures. It is faid FoMy was 
condemned by Jupiter to be the guide of Love, 
whom (he had already blinded. Let us violate 
this decree, and for once make Prudence his 
companion.'* — " Oh !" cried Phanor, " I have 
formed a very different refolution. From this 
moment I renounce all conqucfts, and every 
thing in the ftiape of woman. Love is but a 
cruel fnare, concealed beneath a flowery furface. 
Henceforth I will live for myfelf alone, and 
purfue no pleafures but thofe of philofophy. I 
have been meditating a plan which. I hope I 
{hall fhordy be able to put in pradlice. Not 
only will I ihun that dangerous fex, but all 
mankind, all human fociety. Do but join in 
my fqhemc, and you will infure the happincf^ 

A A3 of 
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of my life, I have heard of mount Athos as of 
a chain of mountains, full of wild and fecrct 
rccefTcs, covered with wood, and watered by 
innumerable rivulets and fprings *. There wc 
will choofe a charming fpot on the banks of 
fome pure and limpid ftream, where we will 
build a houfe with an agreeable profpeft, rather 
commodious than magnificent, and fufEciently 
capacious for fix perfons, together with their do- 
meftics. We fliall eafily find four companions 
worthy to be united in our future plans of life ; 
but we will only admit fingle men or widowers. 
Women Ihall be irrevocably excluded from our 
community, for they are the caufe of all the 
torments to which man is fubjefl:. We will 
have a feledb and valuable library, cultivate 
a large garden, and thus furnifh our table with 
abundance of wholefome food. Once in every 
decade we will aflemble in the library, whither 
every one (hall bring the verfcs and other pro- 
ductions to which his genius and induftry may 
hav? given birth. The hour of our meals (hall 
be fixed, and that fhall be the only reftraint 
upon our liberty. Throughout the remainder of 
the day, ^each coenobite fhall employ his time 

* This mountain is now called Monte Santo, becaafe it is 
full of fflonafteHes of the order of St. Bafil. 

as 
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as he pleafes^ provided lie (Kfcharge the duties 
of the commimity which we mufl: perform by 
turns^. Over the door (hall be infcribed the 
WQrds> Liberty^ Pkilofophy, and Repof^i aiKl 
every month a president fhall be elected to re- 
gulate the affairs of our little republic. There> 
in total freedom from every fpecies of inquie- 
tude, whether of ambition or of love, re- 
preffing thofe refUefs paifions which perpetually 
torment mankind, and thofe tumultuous folici- 
tudes that hurry them away with a conftant fuc- 
ccfllon of illufions, exerciQng our fouls and 
t^odies by moderate labour and iludy, happy 
in the prefent, not regretting the paft, ajid un- 
anxious for the future, our lives (hall §Iide away 
in one continued dream of pleafure, and ter- 
minate at length in the peaceful repqfe of the 
tomb." — " Your plan," faid I, " when thus ele- 
gantly pourtrayed, affords a charming pidture 
of tranquil and happy life, though perhaps 
fomewhat deficient in variety: yet I fear 'tis 
only the ephemeral birth of mifanthropy and 
difguft, Moft men, when their days become 
burdenfome^ or when they are fcratchcd by the 
thorns of fociety, place their fupreme good in 
folitude and tranquillity ^ but the experiment 
^ifpels the illufion i and then, growing more tired 

AA4 P. 
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of tbemfelvres than of the worlds repentance takes 
pofTeflion of their hearts, and that apathetic lafli* 
tude of mind attendant on a total vacancy of 
adive purfuit, drives them once more into the 
vortex of contending paffions among the focietjr 
of their fpecies. Take, therefore, at leaft a year 
or two to confider of your fcheme, and if you 
ftill continue in the fame mind, I promife to 
alTifl; you in building your philofophical fortrefs 
in the wildeft receffes of Mount Athos/' 

"When the time of our departure arrived, the 
worthy Philiftus condufted us in the night-time 
to the port of Miletus, where we parted from 
him with the regret of gratitude, eftcem^ and 
friendfhip, after exprefling the warmeft acknow- 
ledgments for his kindnefs and hofpitality. 

Our voyage was fhort> for a brifk and fa« 
vourable gale foon carried us into Rhodes. 
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CHAP- LXXIX. 

Vefcription of Rhodes and of the Colojfus. Man^ 
ners of the inhabitants. New Amour of 
Pbanor. Precipitate departure from Rhodes. 
Arrival at Sidon. Dejcription of Mount Li-- 
hanus. , • - 

A j5 wc approached Rhodes, we were filkd 
with wonder and admiration at the mag- 
nificent appearance of that celebrated city, which 
rifes in a fplendid amphitheatre extending as 
far as the fea fide. Its arfcnals, its walls, 
and its ports, are all highly elevated and de- 
fended with lofty towers. The fight of its im- 
menfe ColoflTus, between whofe legs our veflTcl 
pafled in full fail, excited a fenfation of aftonifh- 
ment we had never before experienced. This 
immenfe fl:atue, which is formed of brafs and 
reprefents Apollo, ftands on two enormous 
rocks at the entrance of the port, and is dedi- 
cated to the fun. Its height is feventy cubits, 
and few men are able even to embrace it3 
thumb, for the fingers are of the length of a com- 
ipon-fized ftature. It is the work of Chares of 

13 Lindus, 
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LinduSj the difciple of Lyfippus^ who was twelve 
years in completing this ftupendous work *. 

Our captain procured us a lodging in the 
houie of an aged merchant^ a man of confined 
views and narrow mind^ who had enriched 
himfelf by commercjc, but had incrc^fcd hi$ for- 
tune more by rigid and parfimonious economy^ 
than by fuccefsful and well employed induftry, 
FviU of himfclf, and of the imaginary confe- 
quence his riches conferred on him^ he indulged 
that fweeteft illufion of the heart, which led 
him to attribute tJic favours of Fortune to the 

extenfivencfs of his genius and the brilliancy of 
his talents. 

♦ This celebrated il4<ue* after having flood 6fty-$)f years, 
was thrown down by an earthqiiake; but even when Tub- 
verted, aftonifhed the imagination of every beholder. At 
that time its fides were cracked, and opened bto vail hoUQw 
caverns, Fr. Zd. 

It remained in ruins eight hundred an4 ninety-four 
years; during which the Rhodians, who received feveral large 
contfibudons to rep^r it^ divided the money among them* 
ftlvesj thus fruftrating thp iDHeotion of tbe donors, under pre- 
text of a prohibition from the oracle of Delphi. In fyj^ 
A.C. it was fold by the Saracens, then maflersof the ifland^i 
to a Jew ni^erchant, who loaded nine hundred caipaels with 
the brafs, the value of which has been computed at 36,000]. 
iierling. 

When iUnding, ^ winding ilaircafe ran to the top, from 
which the (bores of Syria, and fhips failing on the coaft of 
Egypt, were cafily diftinguiflied by means of glares hung 
©n the neck of the ftaiue, T. NT. 

Re 
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He bad a daughter about fixteen years of age, 
whom he watched with the jcaloufy of an Argus^ 
and efleeiTied a prodigy of accomplilhments. She 

was a girl of low ftature and a brown complex- 
ion, with a large mouth, a flat nofe, round and 
purblind eyes, a wanton caft of countenance^ 
and difplayed her large and motherly neck 
to every beholder. As foon as I faw her, I faid 
to Phanor, " I hope this nymph will not make 
us quit Rhodes fo rapidly as we left Miletus f '* 
— " Ob/' cried he, " I promifc you, that for 
me Ihe Ihall be facred ; I (hall confider her a$ 
the palladium of Rhodes, and it would be a 
|>rjeach of politenefs to carry it away," 

The city of Rhodes derives its name from 
the immenfe quantity of rofes which perfume 
and embeliifh its environs, and which grow 
chei'e with unparalleled luxuriance. We alfo faw 
near a hundred Coloffi, which, though inferior to 
that dedicated to the fun, would give celebrity 
to any other country. The temples, the public 
buildings, the ftreets, the theatres, every objedfc 
that ftrikcs the eye in this fplendid city bears 
the ftamp of beauty and of grandeur. The at- 
xnofphere too is fo ferenc and pure, that one of 
the inhabitants, though an elderly man, aSured 
me, he had never known a fingle day when the 
fun did not ihine either m the mprning or the 

evening : 
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evening: the foil is uncommonly fertile, the 
trees extremely beautiful and luxuriant, and 
the wines, the grapes, and the honey of the 
ifland univerfally celebrated. 

The manners of the inhabitants are grave, their 
drefs fimple and modeftj and they walk flow 
without pufliing one againft another like the 
citizens of Athens. 

Rhodes too is the abode of philofbphy and 
of fcience, and its academy is one of the mod 
flourifhing that has arifcn in Greece. It is faid 
the philofophcr Ariftippus, when fhipwrccked 
on this ifland, and not knowing where he was, 
no fooner perceived on the beach fome geomc-* 
trical diagrams delineated in the fand, than he 

exclaimed, " Courage, my friends, I perceive 
here the veftigesof man." 

This ifland boafts of having given birth to 
Protogenes, one of our mofl: celebrated painters. 
Unfortunately for us he was then at Corinth i 
wc were informed, however, of the manner in 
which he became acquainted with Apclles, who 
coming to fee him at Rhodes, and not finding 
him at home, flcctched out a fmall figure and 
went away without leaving his name ; Protogenes 
no fooner beheld thefe light and mafterly ftrokes 
than he exclaimed, with admiration, " Ah, this 
muft be Apellcs himfelf ! He is moft certainly 

at 



' IN GREECE AND ASIA. 365 

at Rhodes!" He then took his pencil, and 
drew an outline ftill more correft and delicate. 
When Apellf s returned, Protogenes was again 
from home, but what he had juft delineated 
being fliewn him, he felt himfelf vanquilhcd 
and drew a new fketch ; which Protogenes 
pcfceiving to be far fuperior to his own, ran all 
over the city to find his rivals with whom he 
foon contrafted the moft intimate friendfliip. 

We were alfo told that Protogenes was 
fcvcn years painting his lalyfus, a celebrated 
hunter and defcendant of the Sun. This is the 
mofl: diftinguiOied of all his works, and during 
the whole performance he lived on lupines and 
water, in order to attain to greater flights of 
fancy *. 

We had now been a decade and a half at 
Rhodes, enjoying all its pleafures and amufe- 

^ The countrymen of Protogenes were ignorant of his 
great excellence as a painter^ till Apelles came to Rhodes 
and oiFered to buy all his works ; after which, his labours 
were liberally rewarded. 

When Demetrius Poliorcetes befieged Rhodes, he refufed 
to fet fire to a part of the city, which might have made him 
mailer of the whole, becaufe Protogenes was then working 
in that quarter ; and when the town was taken, and the con- 
queror, who found him in a garden dofely employed in finifli- 
ing a pidure, alked him why he fhowed fo little concern at 
the general calamity, he replied, that Demetrius made 
war againfl the Rhodians, and not againd the fine arts. T. N* 

mentSj 
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meats, and induftrioufly vifiting all the beauCies 
and wonders it exhibits. Every morning I 
iwefnt to the celebrated Cotofius^ which I ccn^d 
not £H:t^te myielfvvith viewing and adm^iring. Bm 
at fun-^rifc, on the fixteenth day, cny hoft came 
into my chamber, with a face fuH of rage and 
fury, and roughly de fired me immediately to 
quit bis boufe. I aiked him the reafon of cbis^ 
fudden requcft, but he only anfwercd, *^ Go, and 
join your companion, and he will tcH you.**— 
*« What," faid I, " is not Phanor in his cham- 
ber ?**—*" No,'* rcjdkd he, ** he went away in 
the night, and took the fhort road through the 
window.-«-Would to God be had broken his 
neck r* I was now greatly alarmed, and requefled 
he would explain him^fclf more fully^ But in 
lieu of vouchfafiRg any further reply 3 he turned 
his back, and in the ufual form, iaid, ^^ Fare^ 
well ! till we meet again.'' 

I was now roaming about the ftrects fuH of 
aftonifliment at this event, and very uneafy on 
account of Phanor, who, I doubted not, had 
faHcn into his accuftomed error with the mer- 
chant's daughter, notwithftanding her total want 
of perfonal attradlions. Prcfuming he would 
naturally pafs through the great fquare, I went 
Aiehcr to feck for him j nor was I difappointcd : 
for I prcfcntly faw him approach with a laughing 

air. 



Iff GREECE AKB ASIA. J^y 

tdr^ which tranquilized my alarms ; 6nd he faid 
to me as he came up, ^' I have been looking fot' 
you thefe four hours.'*^— ** And why/' exclaimei 
I, «« did you go Out fo early ?" — « In confe- 
qucnce," returned he, *' of the urgent requeft of 
our dear hoft/*-^"He told me," faid I, « that you 
had leaped out of the window."—" He has told 
you no lie,'* replied he ; " but this leap was not 
quite fo dangerous as that of Leucadia. I will 
tell you the whole at a more convenient time. 
I am juft come from the port, where I have 
engaged our palTage on board a vefTel bound 
for Sidon. Let us go and embark immediately, 
and from Sidon we will go into Paleftine.'* 

We had no fooner paffed between the legs 
of the Coloflus, than a light breeze began to 
Iport among the fails, and waft us gently over 
the ocean. The evening was charming, and the 
view of the fetting fun and of an extcnfive and 
tranquil fea afforded us a fight equally pleafing 
and magnificent. Phanor and I feated ourfelves 
upon the deck, and there my friend related to 
me his adventure. 

« You know," faid he, '' that Phocilis, the 
daughter of our hoft, is not a little ugly."— 
" Did you not, however," replied I, " take it 
in your head to fancy her pofTciled of the 
charms of Venus f "— «' By no means," returned 
Phanor i '^ I was not fo much deceived : but 

It 
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It was (he who found the charms in me, and 
^ook it in her head to fall in love with me. At 
lifft (he attacked me by ogling me with amo- 
ro^s glances and langui(hing looks^ to which I 
poHtcly anfwered by fome little ftrokcs of gal- 
lantry, till, by inferifible degrees, a kind of at- 
tachment began to be formed on both (ides, 
and our hearts reciprocally trcpidated with 
love. She gave me an a(rignation laft night in 
her own chamber, which I thought no man of 
the leaft pretence to gallantry could poflibly 
refufc. Having perfumed myfclf with the moft 
precious e(rcnces, I went foftly at the appointed 
hour to fcratch at her door; where (he was 
expcfting me in the moft enticing difhabille. 
"We were already in e^ch other's arms in all the 
palpitation of reciprocal and cxtatic delight, for 
ihe now gave a loofe to the violence of her 
paffion, when fome daemon brought her father 
to put all our happinefs inftantaneoufly to flight. 
He knocked violently at^ the door, calling 
aloud and infifting on being admitted. Filled 
with alarm and terror, my Venus requefted mc 
inftantly to jump out of the window, a(ruring 
xne it was not at all a dangerous leap. But 
although in a very awkward fituation, and 
ftrongly imprefTcd with a recolleftion of the 
adventure of Miletus, I hefitated at giving my 
fair one this proof of my agility. I would 

rather 
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rather have compounded with the enemy who 
now redoubling his tumult, and ihaking the 
door violently, as if forcing it; open, I ventured 
on the Ihorteft road into the ftreet, where, not- 
withftanding the concuflion, I arrived fafe and 
found. This is the beginning and ending of the 
whole ftory/*— " Well," faid I, ** it is not very 
long, but you have foon forgotten Mount 
Athos and your fweet and tranquil enjoyments, 
which were to arifc wholly from ftudy and phi* 
lofophy ?"~« You have allowed me,*' replied he, 
" two years to confider of it, and I ought to 
improve that interval by gaining inftruAiqn in 
the fchool of experience/ 

The next day we had a frelK breeze, and 
pafled before the ifland of Cyprus^ whole 
inhabitants pretend to be countrymen of Homer^ 
We faw the city of Papho3, in which is one of 
the moft famous of the temples of Venus, and 
faluted it from a diftance^^ as did the whole 
crew. 

When we arrived at Sidon, Phanor cried out, 
*« I falute the mother of Thebes, for we are a 
colony of Sidon." . This city is fituated in a 
very fine plain, and has a very commodious 
port *. The • inhabitants have a great aptitude 

* It is now much decayed, and is called Zai'de, or Seide, 
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for the arts^ and the women excel in works . 
of embroidery. 

The greateft curioficy of thU country is 
Mount Libanus ; whofe ancient cedars of the 
fineft and proudeft growth tower in the air as 
far as the eye can fee, while the ground is 
covered with balfamic and odoriferous herbs. 
In this mountain too are quarries of the 
whiteft marble. It produces a great quantity 
of incenfe ; we fa w innumerable viftims fatten* 
ing for facrifice, and fix rivers, among which 
is the Jordan, take their rife, in the moun- 
tain. 

We mstde a very (hort ftay at Sidon, not-^ 

withftanding the tender name of mother giveii 
it by^ Phanor : for we were anxious to arrive at 
Jerufalem, and to fee that nation of Hebrews : 
who, though fometimes fpoken of in Afia Minoi^ 
are unknown throughout the reft of the world ; 
being confidcred by the Greeks as an uncivilized 
and barbarous people. 
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CHAP. LXXX. 

Manners of the Hebrews. Dejcription 6f their 
temple. Vengeance of their God. 

IT is not without fufficicnt reafon that the 
Greeks dcfpife the Hebrew nation. They 
are not only the dupes and votaries of a bafe and 
ridiculous fuperftition^ but are dill more de-« 
graded by the barbarous rufticity of their man- 
ners. Their prevailing vice is avarice. Proud 
in the midft of mifcry, they boaft of their fabu- 
lous origin, and have the effrontery to dcfpife 
all other nations who juftly regard them as the 
enemies of mankind. They live feparately from 
all the other inhabitants of the earth, and will 
neither unite round the fame table, nor in the 
fame prayers, facriBces, and libations. They 
equally dcfpife literary talents and the fine arts, 
and above all entertain a fovereign contempt for 
fculpture. They confider ftatues as objcdts of 
ridicule or abhorrence, and the mere offspring 
of extreme idlenefs. All their induftry is con- 
fined to the mere cultivation of the earth, and they 
know no happinefs but their patriarchal rufticity, 
which they purfue without interruption, except 

9 B 2 when 
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when their debafing fuperftition difturbs their 
tranquiHity, The women knead bread, dreft 
their viAuals, fpia wool, weave ftufFs, and make 
their clothes* They are very frugal in their 
meals, but it is prohibited to eat pork, that 
animal being confidered by them as unclean, 
or to eat blood, fat, or fifli that are without 
fcales, or beads that have not cloven feet. 

Their government is theocratic; that is to fay, 
their king orYupreme head is their god Adonai j 
but as this god is invifible, they neither have 
a conftitution nor a political economy, being 
entirely under the influence and government of 
their prtcfts, who make Adonai (peak according 
to their intereft or caprice. 

We met with a very bad reception at Jcru- 
felem, for the Jews Ihun all ft rangers, nor could 
we ever obtain the privilege of dining with znj 
of them. They were even conftantly alarmed 
left we might have eaten pork, or touched fome 
unclean animaU 

We lodged at the houfe of one Jonathan, 
who had four wives. Polygamy may have fomc 
momentary attractions for men of voluptuous 
imaginations, but the truly wife will ever con- 
fider it as a moft oppreflive burden. This 
man*s houfe was a continual fccne of divifions, 
cabals, and domeftic commotions; and the 
children of each of the women had as many 

ftepmothers 
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(tepmothers as their father had fuperfluous 
wives. 

This nation, like the Greeks, hold bodily 
ftrength in very high efteem, but they totally 
negleft the cultivation of the mind. They 
defpife the ftudy of foreign languages, and all 
their library is reduced to the book of their 
law, which every Hebrew is obliged to ftudy 
daily, efpecially on that which they call 
dieir Sabbath, a few other books, and the 
writings of their king Solomon, which confift 
of three thoufand parables, one thoufand five 
hundred canncles, and fome treatifes on plants 
and animals. 

Jonathan informed us their anceftors were 
fugitives from Egypt, from which country they 
brought away the plate of the natives; that they 
had wandered about during forty years in ex- 
tcnfive defcrts before they arrived in Pa- 
leftine ; that by a peculiar miracle of their god 
Jehovah their (hoes and their clothes had not 
worn out during that period; that thofe of 
the children had lengthened and widened in 
proportion as they grew up ; and that barbers 
became ufclefs, bccaufe neither their beards, 
their nails, nor their hair grew, but conftandy 
remained exaftly in their original ftate *. 

* This aifertion of Jonathan is confirmed by St. Joftin and 
St. Jerome. 
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' He alfo informed me, their king Saul had 
cxafted , from a young , man, named David, 
one hundred forefkins of the Philiftines as a 
dowry for his daughter Michal, and that this 
young warrior had prcfcnted him with two hun- 
dred in full ule. 

Their mourning is extremely fevere. During 
our ftay our hoft having the misfortune to lofc 
his brother, immediately began to tear his 
clothes, beat his breaft, put his hands on his 
head, and cover himfelf with dud' and a£bes» 
inftead of the perfumes with which he embalmed 
himfelf in times of joy and merriment. He 
Ihaved his hair and his beard, and, omitting to 
wafli himfelf, wore no other drefs than a dirty 
ragged fack. He walked with his feet and 
head bare, his face covered s and fometimes 
wrapped himfelf in his cloak, that he might not 
behold the light, or to conceal his tears. He 
faded near a month, eating nothing till funfet, and 
then only bread or vegetables, and drank no- 
thing but water. He continued the whole d^y 
fitting upon the earth, lay on afhes, fometimes 
in the profoundeft filencc, fometimes chanting 
out a roouruful pfalm, which, like the fcream of 
a fcrcech-owl, dcpreflcd the xnind of every 
hearer, Phanof obferved^ however, that in 
lieu of fo deeply deploring the death of a 

brother 
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brother Jew, he ought to rejoice j fincc he 
was the mod (linking animal upon earth. 

We were prefent at a Angular fpecies of teft 
or trial, the cfFcft of which is faid to be infallible. 
A woman fufpeftcd by her hulband of adultery 
was fentcnced to drink water of jealoufy, 
which MS a mixture of water and afhes confe- 
cratcd by the high-prieft. We were aflured 
that when the woman is guilty (he fwells and dies 
upon the fpor. This woman, however, neither 
fwelled nor died, nor had we the good fortune 
of meeting with any really adulterous woman 
to judge of the efFcfts of this water. Another 
(ingular cudom is, that a man may repudiate his 
wife if (he fufFcrs the meat to be overdone. 

We paid a vi(it to the Temple built by king 
Solomon. Though this edifite has been fo 
hyperbolically praifcd, it is far from exhibiting 
the elegance, the tafte, and the magnificence of 
the temple of Diana at Ephefus^ of Apollo 
at Delphi and Miletus, of Jupiter Olympius, 
or of the Parthenon at Athens, aqd many 
others. 

To this Temple we were conduced by a 
relation of Jonathan named Achi(h. It is but 
one hundred and fifty feet fquare ; and no one 
is allowed to enter it but the facrificers, nor 
even they, except at certain fixed hours night 

B B 4 and 
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and morning to light the lamps^ and offer up 
loaves of bread and incenfe. 

The ^high-prieft alone is permitted to enter 
the fanftuary where the ark of the law is kept, 
and that only once a year. 

The whole edifice is lined with cedar-wood, 
which is ornamented with fculpture^ and covered 
with plates of gold* In front is a fquare tower in 
which is the altar of the holocaufts* This altar is 
accompanied with ten great brafs bafins fet upon 
caftcrs, ^* The veffcl to the right," faid Achilh, 
" which is fupported by twelve oxen, is called the 
brazen (ca, and the priefts are obliged under . 
pain of death to wa(h their feet and hands before 
they ofier up the facrificcs," 

Our guide now conducted us to the chamber 
where the treafures were depofitcd, particularly 
the facrcd vcflcls of gold and filver, and the 
dreflcs of the priefts. He fhcwed us the maga- 
zines where the offerings appropriated for the 
food of the priefts, Lcvites, widows, and or- 
phans are kept. They have other repofitories 

of wine and oil for the libations, of lalt for 
feafoning the offerings, and of lambs for facri- 
ficcs. ** Two of thcfe,*' faid he, '' are offered 
up every morning and evening, and this we call 
Jhe continual burnt-offering. On the Sabbath 

and 
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and other holidays, the* facrificcs are greatly 
multiplied, independent of the offerings of pri*> 
vate individuals. In this edifice," continued 
he, " our great king Solomon facrificed twenty, 
two thoufand fatted oxen, and one hundred and 
twenty thoufand (heep in one day *.'* — " And 
where," cried Phanor, " could they find velTels 
enough to drefs them ?" 

We then vifited the kitchens and refec- 
tories of the facrificers, the apartments where 
the Levites watch the Temple night and day, 
thofe of the Levites who aft as muficians, and 
the hall where the fuprcme council is held. 

We were prefent at one of thefe facrifices, 
wheli fome private individuals killed the viftims, 
and prepared and dreffcd them. The priefts 
fpread the blood round the viftim, lighted the 
fire and placed on it the part of the animals 
that were to be offered up to their god. 

Their high-prieft is not only the head of 
their religion, and the ordinary judge of all 
queftions relative to religion, but alfo of every 
thing that relates to civil juftice. 

The Jews pretend that when this prieft 
wears his chief ornaments^ their god makes 
him the oracle of truth, anfwers all his in- 
quiries, and reveals to him the hidden events 
of futurity. 

• Sec 1 Kings, viii. 63, 

This 
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This pncfi cmoot ptt as moanm^^aj^ 
flf is at it". MM It, tMXCTcnbiE writer and mnjiipj^ 
mr SB ic cj tt cj men fA^cc vberc a ^ ijo^ 
lev laesue nue woold dcnic bim. 

Ht car or> msr-r a Tiigiij, ind fe &^ 
«'iiK r I.-' ijT iDscr TiagniScTru riuD dm of i^ 
«i.icT p-irfej., c rc ^ Ji i of a Eacn tumc, wtwoL 
in 1 pmi^-u- msnacr: ovrr dus be vcm ib[ig 
robe of fty biat c?t trpdMh cokxir, airiie lawjr 
edgcofwhid) is a border composed of goklbdCi. 
and pomcgranaics in wool of nrious colour 

The Hebrews rcck.00 dxir tunc b; vc^s 
of fcven days, one of which dicy appropraec 
10 devotion and idlcnefs, calling tc the Sabbat 
of the Lord. They carry their refpcft for ic 
So (u, that our hofl: being on that day im- 
ibnocd bis (table was on fire, dared not attempc 
IQ cxtinguiQ) it, and fuffered it to be entirely 
conlumed, together with two afles, who fell in- 
aoccot vii^lims to the folly oftheir mafter. 

At this period Jcrulalctn was in a ftatc of 
great inteftine divifion and commotion •- ^-^-o 
very ambitious n,^n, -"'^"^ '''^™'« ^ eacA 

other, had "iz-c^ .To!' Tt ""^ '^'^'^^^ '^ 
^„ cayluU .-">^'y 0"'as the high-prieft, and 

5jmo.» "f t''^ '"'"^ °f Benjamin, governor of the 

' T*"» Ito'y ind th« following are taken from the ^p,. . 
^ booUf . M««b. C. lii. .«U =. V. .. ,. J. s« Si, 
jjiii" ^""' A, ijj, ind Jokphui, lib. de Ma«»b. T, N, 

temple. 
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temple. The latter endeavoured to ruin his adver- 
fary by communicating to the king of Syria 
that the temple of Jerufalem was full of trea- , 
lures, on which that monarch fent fome troops, 
under the command of Hcliodorus, to fcize 
them. This general entered the temple at the 
head of his troops, while Phanor and myfclf 
followed the crowd, who were full of confterna- 
tioa> making the air refound with the moft dread- 
ful cries, and the women tearing their hair and 
their clothes. The temple would now have been 
pillaged and facked, had not their god Adonai 
faved it by a miracle. A man on horfcback 
came down from heaven, and overthrew Hclio- 
dorus while yet in the temple, and trod him 
under foot : at the fame time two young men, 
whom they call angels, furioufly attacked him, 
and drove him from the temple, flogging him 
with whips J and what incr^afed the wonder of 
the miracle, his foldiers were panic-ftruck and 
motionleft with terror and difmay. 

After this exemplary punifhment Heliodorus 
quitted the city, fwearing by his god, Belus, 
to have qothing more to do with Adonai or 
Jehovah, the god of the Jews, whofc emiflaries 
flogged him with fo much violence. 

We were foon difgufted with our vifit to this 
xniferable city, and I propofed to Phanor, pro- 
vided 
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vided he was not fmittcn by fomc Hebrew 
beauty^ to fct off for Babylon, to which he 
readily confented, faying, he preferred even 
his Phocilis of Rhodes, to the fineft woman in 
all Jerufalem. 

Previous to our departure, we were wicneiTes 
to a dill more wonderful prpdigy than that of 
Heliodorus. 

One morning my hoft Jonathan came and 
waked me fuddenly, faying, « Rife quickly, and 
come upon the roof of the houfe to fee this 
fiupendous phasnomcnon^m the air."—" What !" 
faid I," is it a flight of cranes, of crows, or of 
locufts."— " By no means," replied he, " there 
are two armies of horfe and foot fighting in the 
clouds." — " Heavens," cried I, *^ 'tis very 
dangerous; fuppofe they fall upon us!" At 
thefe words, all the mufcles of his £ice were 
involuntarily contra6i:ed, and I perceived that 
no man can bear to fee his follies openly ridi- 
culed. I therefore haflily dreifed myfelf, and 
afccnded the roof of the houfe, which . was 
formed into a terrace, and where I found all the 
family afTcmbled together with their domcftics. 
The (Ireets and the roofs of all the houfcs were 
crowded with fpeftators, whofe eyes were all 

turned towards the heavens, obferving the com- 
bat of the two armies. This fight caufed at 

once 
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once univcrfal admiration and terror, and men, 
women, and children fcreamcd, and implored 
their god Adonai. Jonathan, who flood near 
me, faid, " Do you fee the horfes and thofe ca- 
valiers covered with gold, rufliing together in 
crowds ? fee how thofe neareft us are driven 
back and fly, how the infantry with fword in 
hand, and Ihields of gold, defend themfelves; 
and alternately yielding or returning to the 
charge, drive their enemies before them/' I 
<^ened my eyes and mouth as wide as poflible, 
to fee all this wonderful fight, yet could only 
difcover a few clouds of various forms and co- 
lours floating in the air. Indeed I told Jona- 
than foi but he replied, " that I muft be Ibort- 
fightcd, which, for fear of the confequences, I 
confeflTed was the fa£t. But Phanor, who was 
cither lefs prudent or lefs politic than myfclf, 
replied to an old woman, who aflced him what 
he faw, that he could difcover nothing but a 
parcel of fools gaping at the (ky. This plea- 
fantry had nearly caufcd us to be fl:oned, had we 
not averted the fl:orm with money, which is the 
fuprcme god of that avaricious nation. This 
battle in the air was faid to continue two entire 
days. 

During this whole time the people were con- 

ftantly praying, facrificing, weeping, and fcrcam- 

14 ing 
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ing to their God, till at length both armies re- 
tired, the heavens became pure and ferene, 
and peace once more dcfcended upon the earth. 
As thoufands of eye-wicneflcs faw and at- 
tcfted thefe two miracles, I will not by a mis- 
placed pyrrhonifm attempt to deny either their 
poflibility or their reality, but leave it to every 
one to believe or not as he pleafes ; according 
to the extenfivenefs of his phyfical or moral vifion. 
Paleftine is almoft everywhere covered with 
barren rocks, on which the inhabitants have 
laid a little earth and planted vines. This earth, 
which is mixed with fragments of (lone, is fuf- 
tained by low walls. The whole foil indeed is 
very arid, paflures are very rare, and at beft only 
adapted to feed affcs. The oxen are very lean, 
though their fheep thrive betters and the fruic 
of their olive trees is of a good quality. In this 
country It very rarely rains, and there are very 
few fountains; but the want of them is partly 
fupplicd at a vaft expence by means of cifterns. 
Before we left Jerufalem, we had the curiofity 
to vifit the tomb of a celebrated woman named 
Helen, which is three ftadia from the city. The 
door of this fcpulchre, which like the reft is of 
marble, opens of itfelf on a certain day and 
hour, by means of a mechanical contrivance, 
and (huts foon after : but at all other times it 
<?annot be opened without breaking it^ in pieces* 
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CHAP. LXXXI. 

Expedition on the Euphrates. The two friends 
dine withfome labourers. Hiftory and adven^ 
tures of the Neftor of the village. 

nno WARDS the approach of fpring we arrived 
at the banks of the Euphrates. This 
broad, deep, and rapid river takes its rife in 
Armenia, whence we failed down it to Babylon. 
The fky was ferene, the heat moderate, the 
foliage of the trees exhibited a beautiful variety 
of tints, and ii) the diftancc were extenfive plains 
of corn, wliolc furface yielded like the waves 
of the fea before the wind. The flax and beans 
were near their period of maturity, and the trees 
were full of bloiSbms. Such was the fafcinating 
profpedl we beheld on the banks of the Eu- 
phrates. 

Our bark, which was rounded like a buckler, 
was forniicd of willow tree, and covered with 
(kins : a mode of conftrudlion pradlifed in all 
the boats ufed in the navigation of this river. 
Of thefe boats the bottom is filled with draw, 
after which they arc loaded with merchandize, 

14 and 
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and thus are abandoned to the ftream ; their 
cargoes confiding principally of palm-tree 
wine. Two men (leer them, and one afs or 
more is put .on board each boat according to its 
fize. When thefe men arrive at Babylon they 
fell their merchandize, the framing of their vet- 
lel and the ftraw, and, loading their fkins on the 
afs, return home to Armenia. 

We were about a hundred ftadia from Ba- 
bylon, when at noon we perceived a fmall wood 
of a moft inviting appearance, being Ikirted by 
large maffes of fine tall fpreading willows, 
whofc long bending branches often kifled 
the water. Pomegranates and palm-trees fcat- 
tered on either bank, formed; various little 
.groves, intermixed with flowering fhrubs ; and 
the caffia grew befide the fycamore, delighting 
the eye with clufters of yellow flowers, fimilar 
to thofe of the cytifus. A little farther we faw 
fevcral little hamlets, confiding of a few earth- 
built huts of circular form, and fliaded by 
palm-trees. On the oppofite fide of the river 
were fmall country towns furroundcd by woods 
and groves of trees, afibrding the mod piSxi- 
xelque and charming profpedts. 

In this garden of the Hefperides, we quitted 
our bark and went alhore to dine. The cool-- 

nefs 
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ilcfs of the (haded herbage^ the pleafing varriecy 
of the trees and fcattered fhrubs^ and a great 
multitode of ttitttc-doves and other birds, that 
Concealed thtmlelves among the thick foilage, 
or hopped from branch to branchy celebrating 
m melodious chorufes the new-born fpring ; the 
innumerable flocks and herds returning from 
pafture i all thefe interefting objeds afforded a 
imiling and animated (bene. The feren6 and 
liquid heavens^ the fertile earthy the murmuring 
ivatersi the waving (hade> the brilliant verdure, 
and the cheerful hamlets, all combined to charm 
our eyes and warm our hearts. Seated befide 
each other^ we fcarcely uttered a word, we only 
exdaimed from time to time, " How beautiful! 
how charming !*' We felt that incommunica- 
ble fenfation, tho(e faft emotions of delight, that 
pure and tranquil pleafure which the fight of 
the fine fcencry of nature awakens in the chil- 
dren of fenfibility, while (he animates their 
whole frame with the expanfive thrill of ec(la(y 
and rapture. 

After enjoying this delicious reverie- for a 
confiderable time, we walked towards the huts 
of the labourers, to a(k them for fome milk and 
eggs. We found feveral women (eated around 
the(e cottages engaged in various works; but 
the inftant we approached they withdrew, 
alarmed at ouf foreign dreOic% and the arms wd 

VOL. ir. c c bore. 
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bore. The men rcrnaincd^j though evidently 
uncafy at our vifit, till we had an opportunity 
of infpiring them with confidence and reftoring 
their tranquillity. 

The women now returned, and gathering 
round us, examined us from head to foot. 
Some of them were pretty, though in general 
their coioplexions were extremely brown. The 
whole company now invited us in the mofl: 
prefling manner to dine with them ; and we ac- 
cepted the propofal with pleafure. We were 
comlufted to the largeft of the huts which was 
inhabited by the chief, or, as it were, the Neftor 
of the village, who received us with that friendly, 
fmile -and that amiable fimplicity which cha- 
rafterizc the inhabitants of the country. A green 
turf (haded by fpreading jycamorcs was at once 
our table and our feat, and the elder women fat 
down with us, while the younger waited on us. 
Thefe people had a very Angular method 
of dreffing eggs. They took them in their 

• » * * * 

hands, and having fliaken tliem a confiderable 
time, alked us to eat. They told us this 
wasthcrr ufual method of dreffing them ,when 
on the road; 6,r when thej had no fire f and. we 
were much furprifed tp find them cooked to a 
nicety. * 

- ' Daring our meal this old patriarch informed 
us that j'n his youth he fed feen Scmiramis, and 

■^ had 
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had been employed on- the public works of Ba- 
bylon. " That city," faid he, " was built in 
one year, a ftadium being completed every day, 
and Semiramis herfelf prefiding at the labours. 
I ftill remember her,** faid he, " as though 
it were but yefterday ; flie was a very fine wo- 
man, and her majcftic and warlike deportment 
proved that ihe was born to command mankind. 
Her projefts were vaft and magnificent. She* 
marched it the head of her troops, affifted at all 
the councils, built matly temples and palaces, and 
an immenfe cityj gave fuperb feftivals, was fur- 
rounded with all the fplendour^of elegant luxury 
and unequalled riches, and aflfembled around 
her, arts, pleafure, and pdilofophy. When her 
hufband Ninus died, (he raifed a vaft mount 
for his tomb, nine ftadia high and ten broad \ 
It is not far from the city, and when you fee it 
you will take it for a mountain." On my 

alking him the extent of Babylon, he replied, 
that it was three hundred and fixty-five ftadia 
in circumference f , ** being furnilhed with two 
hundred and fifty turrets, each Cixty cubits 
high, while the walls between the towers are 
thirty cubits high, by thirty-two feet thick, and 

* Thefe meafurements are chiefl/ taken from Ctefias, a 
writer to whom neither ancient nor modern critica give much 
credit, as appears from Ariftotle* who was almoft his con- 
temporary. T. N, 

t Ctefias fays three hundred and fixty. T« N. 

C C 2 two 
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two chariots and four horfts may pafs a- bread: 
on their top^. The city has one hundred gates, 
all of foHd brafs ; and the houfes are three and 
four ftories high. The ftreets are ftraight, and 
interfcAed by others leading down to the river. 
The terraces will aftontlh you ; they are fo many 
gardens fuipended in the air^ loaded with fruiter 
and covered with flowers and verdure; water 
16 conveyed to them from the river feveral times 
HI the day, by means of pomps and machines, 
which are continually at work, and difperle it 
over the whole city. In ail the public fquares 
you will fee fountains pouring forth copious 
ftreams of frefii and pure water, and nouri(hing 
thick fpreading trees, whole fhadc is extremely^ 
pleafant, and highly necefiary in tbefe burning 
climates.'' 

This old man fpoke with fo noble an air, and 

exprefled himielf with fo much tafte and judg- 
ment, that we began to imagine he was fome 
perfon of high birth and fortune, who had retired 
to thefe pleafing folitudes, either through a phi* 
lofophic turn of mind, or m eoniequence of 
fome reverfe of fortune ; but when we hinted 
at this idea, he replied, " You are totally mif- 
taken: I was born in this very hamlet, was 
a labourer myielf and the fon of a labourer : but 

* Cteflaa fays> the walls were three hundred bricks thick^ 
and fix chariots might pafs abreaft apon them. T. N. 

2 ' I had 
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I hzd foircely attained the age of puberty, when 
curiofity and ambition, or rather perhaps chat 
reftlefihefs fo natural to youth, and fo general 
among niankbd, together with die illufive 
hopes of a happincfs which is at bed but 
fugitive iind tranficnt, induced me to ieave my 
parents, and abandon my native woods, theft 
belo^red woods which over(hadow«d my tender 
and fportivc infimcy, to vilit the city built bjr 
Kinus : for he was the original author of the 
plan, though death furprifed him pre he could 

accomplifli his vaft and magnificent projtAs. 
Having worked for a time on the buildings of 
the .city, I was next employed in the gardens of 
the queen, of which, by my great induftry and affi- 
duity, I obtained the fuperintcndencc. There I 
had an opportunity of beholding the grandees of 
the court, whom I foon learnt to know. But dif- 
gufted with their faaughtincfs, feeing through their 
falfe politenels, and humiliated by their affected 
condefcenfion, I became a partaker of the cares 
that agitate every corner of a palace, an objeA 
of jealoufy to my inferiors, who envied me 
my place and pretended good fortune ; and 
began to regret the happy retreats of my native 
woodlands, their fweet repofe, their foothing 
calm, and their atcradtive fimplicity. It was, 
howevtr, long before I could withdraw myfelf 

c c 3 from 
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from the vortex in which I was involved, for 
ambition and the defirc of wealth Hill rivctted 
my chains; and fuch is the weaknefs of man, 
that even when he fees what is good he is often 
unable to purfuc it ! At length, however, what 
reafon could not effc6t the refiftlefs power of 
love compelled me to perform. 
'. " It happened that a daughter of one of the 
t)fficers of the royal guard, named Cleora, the 
fame who now fits before you, came to walk 
with her mother in the gardens of the court. She 
then rcfembled the opening lily of the fpring, 
the ornament and glory of our gardens : and 
though now (he is the viftim of the tyrant Time, 
and wrinkled by decrepitude, I love her as ten- 
derly as ever. In our youth, her beauty and 
her grace fweetened and embcUifhed my life 
with all the pleafures and delights of which hu- 
man nature is fufceptible ; and now her afFeftion- 
ate tendernefs, and her unctafing afiiduities 
ftill cheer my , declining age. The fight of 
Clcpra in the royal gardens was to me, like the 
fun to one who fliould fuddenly recover his 
fight, and filled me with ftill more wonder and 
admiration. Yet I rcfpcdtfuUy did the duties of 
my office, and fliewing her eyery curious and 
plcafing objeft, prcfcntcd her the rareft fruits 
and fined fiowerSj and obtained pem^iilion from 

her 
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her mother daily to bring fome for them 
both. From that moment love transformed 
the whole economy of my exiftence, my foul 
feemed but to exifl: in that of Cleora^ and the 
fever of paflion circulated in my veins. Her re- 
lations foon began to fufped the motive of my 
prefents and frequent vi(itSj and refufed me ad^ 
jnitt^nce : for thefe flaves of the court imagined 
an honed man and a freeman unworthy their 
alliance. I now fank into a ftate of defpair^ and 
jcontinued fifteen or fixteen days almoft without 
food> wandering each fucceilive night around 
the houfe of my, lovely Cleora. My want. of 
refl:, my conftant agitation, my . unbounded 
grief, and my perpetual fading, lengthened my 

* 

haggard countenance, and withered the flower 
of juvenile vigour into the decrepitude of age. 
This rapid decline, however, became favour- 
able to my wifhcs. After revolving innumer- 
able projefts, the offspring of mifery and 
defpair, I determined at lad to afTume the drefs 
of one of the magi, and encircle my head with 

a vad turban, beneath which, my face almod 
totally difappeared. Thus metamorpholed^ I 

waited on the mother of Cleora, whom . I .in- 
formed that I came from the great Archimagus. 
* You know,' iaid I, * that we continually 
maintain the iacred fire in our temples : Mithra, 

or 
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or the fuHj is the mod: perfcd of ail fire i 'tis the 
afflatus of the divioity himfelf ; and next to the 
fun* the facred fire is the fy mbol and living 
image of the Deity. The great Zoroafter 
brought it to us from heaven^ and thence it has 
been propagated through all our temples. It is 
our office and our duty to watch it night and 
day, and to feed it with wood from which the 
hark has been ftripped. We render homage 
to the fun in the open fields, after having 
purified ourfclves in long linen robes, with fli 
turban on our heads, and a thin tranfparent veil 
before our mouth, that our breath may not de* 
fik his rays. Next to this facred fire, what fire 
can be more pure or more divine than that of 
love, chief gift of God to man ! *Tis for us, the 
fuccefTors of the great Zoroafter, to propagate 
it upon the earth. I am come, therefore, in 
the name of our great Archimagus, to propofe 
a marriage for your daughter ; let her come and 

I will explain myfclf.* No fooner did fhe ap- 
pear, than I faid to her, 'Beautiful Cleora, 
the God Mithra, foul of the univerfc, and firQ; 
principle of all the generations of mankindj^ 
has call: his eyes upon you, as on one of the 
mofl lovely ornaments of univcrfal nature. I am^ 
ordered to propofe to you a husband, whofe birth 

is 
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h equal to that of the grcatcft latraps, and who is 
equally rich^ fince he pofTeiTes more than he de-* 
fires : but, what is ftiU more valuable than eithef 
birth or riches, he is bleifed with virtue and pu- 
rity, and feels towards you the tendered attach- 
ment and -regard*'— Nor did I deceive her, 
when I faid my birth was equal to that of the 
Satraps, fince our origin is the fame; and I 
equally fpoke the truth, when I faid my riches 
exceeded my wants. Cleora in the meanwhile 
contemplated my countenance with the clofeft 
attentbn^ and thought (he recognized my fea^ 
tures, but as yet flie fcarcely dared to believe 
her eyes. Her mother now inquired the name of 
the perfoh propofcd : * I can only, declare his 
name,' faid I, ' to your daughter, and that under 
a folemn promifc of fccrecy : for fuch are the 
orders I have received/ At the fame time X 
took Cleora afide, and iaid to her, ^ Behold the 
lover who adores you, and receive this letter^ 
Your anfwer will determine whether I flaall die- 
in defpair, or become the happieft of mankind/ 
Having uttered thefe words, I made my faluta- 
tion to her mother, and left the houfe with great 
fblemnity, promifing to return in two days. My 
letter was to this effcdl : * Renounce all the 
prejudices of vanity, I am every man^s equal, 
fince I am a man, and an honeft man; and 
fince the pure flame of an ardent and eternal 

paifion 
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pafldon elevates me even to your own rank« 
I. ofFcr you, not the fortune which perhaps your 
snother's ambition may expert, but a rural and 
happy retirement ; where we (ball enjoy tran- 
quillity and competence, and where, beneath 
our fhady bowers, we will cultivate virtue^ na- 
ture, and mutual afFedion. Should you conde-^ 
fcend to accept my propofal, I will come this 
night and expeft your anfwer beneath the win- 
dow of your chamber/ I cannot defcribe to 
you my fituation during the remainder of the 
day. The fever of anxiety and love raged in 
my veins, till at length the duik of night ob-* 
fcurcd the face of nature. . I then haftened to 
the appointed fpot, and waited in all the trepi- 
dation of impatient uncertainty; when. Great 
Gods ! a letter fell before me, which I fnatched 
up, and hurried away with fomuch rapidity, 
that I knocked down a .man, who was very 
angry at my rudcnefs j yet I ftill purfucd my 
courfe and haftened to read the reply of Cleora, 
>fehich was to this eifeft : * I confide my deftiny 
to your honour and your love. To-morrow, at 
the third hour of the night, be waiting before 
the houfe, when I will come and join my future 
hufband/ — Oh, lovely letter 1 oh, tranfport 
of ineffable, felicity ! The next day I came to 

the appointed fpot, as foon as night had clofed 

in. 
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in. I waited till the third hour arrived and paQed 
away, but Cleora did not appear; and the 
agitation of impatience almoft bewildered my 
reafon, and fevered my blood. At length I 
heard footfteps advancing towards ipe; I ad- 
vanced alfo with . attentive, lears^ and my eyes 
eagerly fixed on the fpot whence the found pro- 
ceeded, palpitating betwixt fear and hope. Ac 
length a foft and timid voice, faid, < Is it you, 
Oroetesi*' I immediately recoghized my future 
wife, and throwing myfelf into her arms, preifed 
her to my boforh, unable to utter a Angle word. 
A horfe was waiting for us at the gates of the 
city, and thither we flew without delay, and 
galloped all the night. At day break we ar- 
rived at the houfe of one of my relations, in 
a remote and lonely country, where we were 
bound in the indiiToluble bonds of wedlock and 
of blifs. As foon as we imagined the florm 
was blown over, we removed to my paternal 
roof, beneath thefe friendly woods, which wc 
have inhabitted and cultivated during half a 
century." 

We liftened with the mod lively intereft to 
the hiftory of this worthy old man, and as foon 
as our meal was ended, the youth of both fexes 
furrounded us, fome carrying bafkets of flowers, 
others inftruments of mufic. We heard the 

found 



3^ TH£ thatels of AirrtKoitj &c. 

Amnd of cytDbsth, of flutes, and tabors, and 
ptckntly fbund they had concerted a litde fefti- 
trat for our amufement. They aiked us to dance, 
Md we accepted the propolal widi pleafbre^ 
Phanor's partner was the moft bcaatifbt of die 
party. Her eyes fparkled with de%htj and 
ieetned to coa^municate fympathetk: anitnatiofi' 
to all the yoctthjL Her flender and flexiMe 
{arm, hct gracefbl motionSi her taff and alert 
vaultings, pourtrayed to the eye of Fancy Ac 
goddefs of the dance* 

Phanor was enchanted with his plrtMr) and 
I (hould have felt new apprebcnfion^ for Vh 
heart, bad we made a longer &xy on this land 
of innocence and blifs. 

We left thcfc worthy people with r%ret> 
after a thoufand tender adicus> and returned to 
our boat to renew our voyage at break of day« 
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